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THE EXAMINER. 

NUMBER XIII. 
Thurfday, November 2, 1710. 
longa eft injuriay longae 



— longi 
ryfedju. 



Ambages \fedjutnmafequarfajligia rerum, 

IT is a pradice I have generally followed, 
to converfe in equal freedom with the 
deferving men of both parties ; and it was 
never without fomc contempt, that I have 
obfcrved perfons wholly out of employ- 
ment affecft to do otherwife. I doubted, 
whether any man could owe fo much to 
the fide he was of, although he were re- 
tained by it ; but without fome great point 
of intereft, either in poflcflion or profp^<ft, 
I thought it was the mark of a low and 
narrow fpirit. 

It is hard, that for fome weeks paft I 
have been forced in my own defence to 
follow a proceeding, that I have fo much 
condemned in others. But feveral of my 
acquaintance among the declining party 
are grown fo infufferably pcevifh and fple- 
netick, profefs fuch violent apprchcniions 

Vol. VIII. B W 



2 THE EXAMINER. N' 13. 

for the publick, and repfefent the ftate of 
things in fuch formidable ideas, that I find 
myfelf difpofed to fhare in their afHidions ; 
although I know them to be groundleft 
and imaginary, or, which is worfe, purely 
affedted. To offer them comfort one by 
one, would be not only an endleis, but a 
'difobligiiig tafk. Some of them, I am con- 
vinced, would be lefs melancholy if there 
were more occafion. I fhall therefore, in- 
dead of hearkening to farther complaints^ 
employ fome part of this paper for the 
future in letting fuch men fee, that their 
natural or acquired fears are ill-grounded, 
and their artificial ones as ill-intended; 
that all our prefent inconveniences are the 
confequence of the very counfels they fo 
much admire, which would flill have en- 
creafed if thofe had ccMitinued ; and that 
neither our conftitution in church or flate 
could probably have been long preferved 
without fuch methods, as have been already 
taken. 

THE late revolutions at court have given 
room to fome fpecious objections, which I 
have heard repeated by well-meaning men, 

..: 4 juft 



N^is. THE EXAMINER. 3 

juft as they had taken them up on the 
credit of others, who have worfe defigns. 
They wonder, the Queen would chufe to 
change her miniftry at this jun<fture, and 
thereby give uneafinefs to a general, who 
hath been lb long iiicccfsful abroad, and 
might think himfelf injured, if the entire 
miniftry were not of his own nomination; 
(hat there were few complaints of any 
confequence againft the late men in power, 
and none at all in parliament, which on 
the contrary pailed votes in favour of the 
chief minifter ; that, if her majefty had . 
a mind to introduce tlic other party, it 
would have been more feafonable after a 
peace, which now we have made defperate 
by fpiriting their^;^f/&, who rejoice at thefe 
changes, and by the fall of our credit, 
which unqualifies us for carrying on the 
war; that the parliament, fo untimely 
diflblved, had been diligent in their fup- 
plies, and dutiful in their behaviour; that 
one confequence of thefe changes appears 
already in the fall of the flocks; that \vc 
may foon exped: more and worfe; and 
laftly, that all this naturally tends to break 

B 2 the 



4 THE EXAMINER. N'lj. 

the fettlement of the crown, and call over 
the Pretender. 

Thefe, and the Hke notions, are plenti- 
fully Icattered abroad by the malice of a 
ruined party, to render the Queen and 
her adminiftration odious, and to inflame 
the nation. And thefc are what, upon oc- 
cafion, I fhall endeavour to overthrow by 
difcovering the falfhood and ablurdity of 
them. 

It is a great unhappinefs, when in a 
government conftituted like ours it fliould 
be fo brought about, that the continuance 
of a war muft be for the intereft of vafl 
numbers (civil, as well as military) who 
othcrwife would have been as unknown, as 
their original. I think our prefent condi- 
tion of affairs is admirably defcribed by 
two verfcs in Lucan : 

Hhx ufura vorax^ avidumque in tempore 

fcenuiy 
Hinc co?icuJfafdeSy et multis utile bellum. 

Which, without any great force upon the 
words, may be thys tranflated : 

Hence are derived thofc exorbitant intercjis 
ennl an>i!!fties ; heiice thofe large difcountsfor 

advance 
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advance and prompt payment', hence pub lick 
credit is Jhaken ; and hence great numbers 
find their profit in prolonging the war. 

It is odd, that among a free trading peo- 
ple, as we call ourfelvcs, there fhould fa 
many be found to clofe in with thofe 
counfels, who have been ever averfc from 
all overtures towards a peace: but yet 
there is no great myftery in the matter. 
Let any man obferve the equipages in this 
town, he fliall find the greater number of 
thofe, who make a figure, to be a fpecicsof 
men quite different from any, that were 
ever known before the revolution ; con- ■ 
fifting cither of generals and colonels, or 
of thofe, whofe whole fortunes lie in funds 
and flocks ; fo that power, which accord- 
ing to the old maxim was ufcd to follow 
la?td, is now gone over to money ; and the 
country gentleman is in the condition of 
a young heir, out of whofe cftate a fcri- 
vener receives half the rents for intcrefl, 
and hath a mortgage on die whole ; and 
i$ therefore always ready to feed his vices 
and extravagancies, while there is anything 
left. So that if the war continue fonie years 
longer, a landed man will be little better 

B 3 xVaa^ 



6 THE EXAMINER. N« 13. 

than a farmer of a rack-rent to the army 
aiid to the publick funds. 

It may perhaps be worth enquiring, 
from what b^nnings and by what fteps 
we have been brought into this defperate 
condition : and in fearch of this we muft 
run up as high as the revolution. 

Moft of the nobility and gentry, who 
invited over the prince of Orange^ or at- 
tended him in his expedition, were true 
lovers of their country and its conftitution 
in church and ftate; and were brought 
to yield to thofe breaches in the fucceflion 
of the crown, out of a regard to the ne- 
cefTity of the kingdom and the fafcty of 
the people, which did, and could only, 
make them lawful ; but without intention 
of drawing fuch a practice into precedent, 
or making it a (landing meaiure by which 
to proceed in all times to come; and 
therefore we find their counfels ever tended 
to keep things, as much as poflible, in the 
old courfe. But foon after, and under^^wj 
fett of men, who had nodiing to lofe, and 
had neither borne the burtlien nor heat of 
the day, found means to whifper in the 
king's ear, that the principles of loyalty in 

the 
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the church oi England wctt wholly incon- 
iiftent with the revolution. Hence began 
the early pradice of carefllng the Diflen- 
ters, reviling the univerlities, as maintain- 
ers of arbitrary power, and reproaching 
the clergy with the dodrines of dhine 
rights pajfvue obedience^ and mn-refijiame* 
At the fame time, in order to faftcn weal- 
thy people to the new government, they 
propofed thofe pernicious expedients of 
borrowing money by vaft premiums^ and 
at exorbitant intereft : a pfadtice as old 
as Eufnenesy one of Alexander s captains, 
who, fetting up for himfelf after the death 
of his mafter, perfuaded his principal of- 
ficers to lend him great fums, after vvliich 
they were forced to follow him for their 
own fecurity. 

This introduced a number of new dex- 
trous men into bufinefs and credit. It was 
argued, that the war could not laft above 
two or three campaigns; and that it was 
ealier for the fubjeds to raife a fund for 
paying intereft, than to tax them annually 
to the full expence of the war. Several 
perfbns, who had finall or incumbered 
eftatcs, fold them, and turned tlieir mo- 

B 4. x^K.^ 
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ney into thofe funds, to great advantage : 
merchants, as well as other monied men^ 
finding tr-^dc was dangerous, purfued the 
fame method. But the war continuing^ 
and growing more expenfive, taxes were 
increafcd, and funds multiplied every year, 
till they have arrived at the monftrous 
height we now behold them ; and that, 
which was at firft a corruption, is at kft 
grown neccflary, and what every good 
fubjed: muft now fall in with, although 
he may be allowed to wifli it might foon 
have an end ; beciufe it is with a kingdom 
as with a private fortune, where every new 
incimibrance adds a double weight. By 
this means the wealth of a nation, that 
ufed to be reckoned by the value of land, 
is now computed by the rife and fall of 
flocks: and although the foundation of 
credit be ftill the fame, and upon a bot- 
tom that can never be fhaken, and al- 
though all intcreft be duly paid by the 
publick ; yet, through the contrivance and 
cunning oi flock-jobbers^ there hath been 
brought in fuch a complication of knavery 
and cozenage, fuch a myftery of iniquity, 
and fuch an unintelligible jargon of terms 

to 
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to involve it in, as were never known in 
any other age or counfry in the world. 
I have heard it affirmed by perfohs {killed 
in thefe calculations, that if the funds ap- 
propriated to the payment .of intcreft and 
annuities were added to die yearly taxes, 
and the four-fliilling aid ftridtly cxaded in 
all counties of the kingdom, it would very 
near, if not fuUy, fupply the occafions of 
the war; at leaft fuch a part as, in the 
opinion of very able perfons, had been at 
that time prudent not to exceed. For I 
make it a queftion. Whether any wife 
prince or ftate in the continuance of a 
war, which was not purely defcniive, or 
immediately at his own door, did ever 
propofe that his expence fhould perpetu- 
ally exceed what he was able to impofe 
annually upon his fubjeds ? Neither if the 
war laft many years longer, do I fee how 
tlie next generation will be able to begin 
another; which; in the courfe of human 
affairs, and according to the various inter- 
efts and ambition of princes, may be as 
neceflary for them, as it hath been for us. 
And if our fathers Iiad left us as deeply . 
involved, as we are likely to leave our 

childtew^ 
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children, I appeal to any man, what fort 
of figure we fhould have been able to 
make thefe twenty years pad. Befidcs, 
neither our enemies nor allies are upon 
the fame foot with us in this particular. 
France and Holland^ our ncareft neigh- 
bours, and the farthcft engaged, will much 
fooner recover thcmfelvcs after a war: the 
firft by the abfolute power of the prince, 
who being mafler of the lives and fortunes 
of his fubjeds, will quickly find expedients 
to pay his debts ; and fo will the other, 
by their prudent adminiftration, the great- 
nefs of their trade, their wonderful parfi- 
mony, the willingnefs of their people to 
undergo all kind of taxes, and their juftice 
in applying as well as colledling them. 
But above all we are to confider, that 
France and Holland fight on the continent, 
either upon or near their own territories, 
and the greateft part of the money circu- 
lates among thcmfelves; whereas ours 
crofles the fea, either to Flanders, Spain, 
or Portugal, and every penny of it, whether 
in {pecic or returns, is fo much loft to the 
nation for ever. 

Upon 
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Upon thefe confiderations alone, it was 
the moft prudent courfe imaginable in the 
Queen, to lay hold of the difpofition of 
the people for changing the parliament 
and miniftry at this jundhire, and extri- 
cating herfelf as foon as pofUble out of 
the pupillage of thofe, who found their 
accounts only in perpetuating the war. 
Neither have we the leaft reafon to doubt, 
but the enfliing parliament will affift her 
Ma J lis TY witli the utmoft vigour, until 
her enemies again be brought to fue for 
peace, and again offer Hich terms as will 
make it both honourable and lading; 
only with this difference, that the miniflry 
perhaps will not again refiife them. 

Audietpugnas vitio parentum 

Rara Juventus, 
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NUMBER XIV. 
Thurfday, November 9, 17 10. 

E quibm hi vacuus imple?ttfermonil?us aureSy^ 
Hi narrata ferunt alio: menfuraque jiEii 
Crefcit^ et auditis aliquid ncrvus adjicit autor. 
Illic CredulitaSy illic temerarius Error y 
VanaqueLaetitia eji^ conJiernatiqueTtfnoreSy 
Seditioque recenSy duhioque autore Sufurri. 

I A M prevailed on, through the impor- 
portunity of friends, to interrupt the 
fcheme I had begun in my laft paper, by 
an Eflay upon the art of Political Lyi^tg^ 
We are told the devil is the father of lyes y 
and was a lyar fro7n the beginning ; fb that 
beyond contradidion the invention is old : 
and, w^hich is more, his firft Eflay of it 
was purely political^ employed in under^ 
mining the authority of his prince, and fe- 
ducing a third part of the fubjeiSls from 
their obedience; for which he was driven 
dov/n from Heaven, where (as Milton ex- 
prefleth it) he had been Viceroy of a great 
wejlern province ; and forced to exercife 
his talent in inferior regions among other 

fallen 
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fallen fpirksy or poor deluded men, whom he 
ftill daily tempts to his awftjiriy aiid will 
ever do fo, till he be chained ifi the bottom^ 
lefs pit. 

But although the devil be the father of 
lyesy he feems, like other great inventors, 
to have loft much of his reputation by the 
continual improvements, that have been 
made upon him. 

Who firft reduced fying into an art, and 
adapted it to politicks^ is not fo clear from 
hiftory ; although I have made fome dili- 
gent enquiries. I fliall therefore confider 
it only according to the modem fyftem, as 
it hath been cultivated thefe twenty years 
paft in the fouthern part of our own ifland. 

The poets tell us, that after the giants 
were overthrown by the gods, the earth 
in revenge produced her laft offspring, 
which was Fame. And the fable is thus 
interpreted ; That when tumults and fc- 
ditions are quieted, rumours and falfe re- 
ports are plentifully fprcad through a nation. 
So that by this account lying is the laft 
relief of a roaW, earth-born y rebellious party 
in a ftate. But here the modems have 
made great additions, applying this ai-t to 

tUe. 
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the gaining of power and piefeiving it, as 
well as leven^i^ tfaemlelves after tiiey 
have loft it ; as the lame inftniments are 
made life of by animals to feed themfehres 
when they sac hui^y, and to bite thofe 
that tread upon them. 

But the lame genealog)r cannot alwap 
be admitted for foUtical fymg ; I Ihall 
therefore defire to refine upon it, by add- 
ing lome circumftances of its birth and 
parents. A poKtical lye is Ibmedmes bom 
out of a difearded ftate(man*s head, and 
thence deUvered to be nurfed and dandled 
by the rabble. Sometimes it is produced 
a monfter, and licked into Qoai^ : at odier 
times it comes into the world completely 
formed, and is fix>iled in the licking. It is 
often bom an ii^ant in the r^ular way, 
and requires time to mature it; and often 
it fees the ■ light in its ftill growth, but 
dwindles away by degrees. Sometimes it is 
of noble birth; and ibmetimesthe (pawn of 
z flock-jobber. Here it fcreams aloud at the 
opening of the womb; and there it is de- 
Uvered with a wbifper. I know a lye^ that 
now difturbs half the kingdom with its 
noifc, which, although too proud and great 

at 
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at prefent to own its parents, I can re- 
member its whifper-hood. To conclude the 
nativity of this monfter; when it comes 
into tne world without a Jiing^ it is ftill- 
born; and whenever it lofes its J^ingy it 
dies. 

No wonder if an infant fb miraculous 
in its birth fhould be deftined for great 
adventures; and accordingly we fee it 
hath been the guardian fpirit oi?i prevail- 
ing party for almofl twenty years. It can 
conquer kingdoms without lighting, and 
fometimes with the lofs of a battle. It 
gives and refumes employments; can fink, 
a mountain to a mole-hill, and raifc a 
mole-hill to a mountain; hath prefided 
for many years at committees of eledions; 
can wain a black-a-moor y/hit<&'y make a 
faint of an atheifl, and a patriot of a pro- 
fligate; can fumifli foreign miniflers with 
intelligence ; and raife or let fall the credit 
of the nation. This ggddefs flies with a 
huge looking-glafs in her hands to dazzle 
the croud, and make them fee, according 
as {he turns it, their ruin in their intereft, 
and their intereft in their ruin. In this 
glafs you will behold your bcft friends clad 
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in coats powdered with fieurs de lis and 
triple crownsy their girdles hung round 
with cbain^ and beads, and wooden jhoes ; 
and your worft enemies adorned with the 
eniigns of liberty , property , indulgeme, mo- 
deratiotiy and a cornucopia in their hands. 
Her large wings, like thofe of a flying fifli, 
are of no ufe but while they are moift ; 
fhe therefore dips them in mud, and foar- 
ing aloft fcatters it in the eyes of the mul- 
titude, flying with great Iwiftnefs ; but at 
every turn is forced to ftoop in dirty ways 
for new llipplies. 

I have been fbmetimes thinking, if a 
man had the art of thefecondjight for fee- 
ing lyesy as they have in Scotland for feeing 
fpirits, how admirably he might entertain 
himfelf in this town by obferving the dif- 
ferent fliapes, lizes, and colours of thofe 
fwarms of lyesy which buz about the heads 
olfome peopky like flies about a horfe's ears 
in fummer; or thofe legions hovering 
every afternoon in Exchange-alley y enough 
to darken the air ; or over a club of dif- 
contented grandees, and thence fent down 
in cargoes to be fcattered at eledions. 

There 
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There is one cfTcntial point wherein a 
political lyar differs from others of the fa- 
culty ; that he ought to have but a fhort 
memory, which is neccflary according to 
the various occafions he meets with every 
hour of differing from himfelf, and fwear- 
ing to both fides of a contradidion, as he 
finds the pcrfons difpofed, with whom he 
hath to deal. In defcribing the virtues 
and vices of mankind it is convenient, 
upon every article, to have fbme eminent 
perfon in our eye, from whom we copy 
our defcription. I have flridly obferved 
this rule ; and my imagination this minute 
reprefents before me a certain ^rm/ man'^ 
famous for this talent, to the conflant 
pradtice of which he owes his twenty years 
reputation of the mofl fkilful head iwEng- 
land for the management of nice affairs. 
The fuperiority of his genius confifls in 
nothing elfe, but an inexhaufliblc fund of 
political lyes^ which he plentifully diflri- 
butes every minute he fpeaks, and by an 
unparallcUed generofity forgets, and con- 
fequently contradidls, the next half hour. 

* The late carl of JUjartan. 

Vol. VIII. C V^^ 
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He never yet confidered, whether any pro- 
poUtion were true or falfe, but whether it 
were convenient for the prefent minute or 
company to affirm or deny it ; fo that if 
you think fit to refine upon him, by in- 
terpreting every thing he fays, as we do 
dreams, by the contrary, you are ftill to 
feek, and will find yourfelf equally de- 
ceived whether you believe or no : the only 
remedy is to fuppofe, that you have heard 
fome inarticulate founds without any 
meaning at all ; and befides, that will take 
off the horror you might be apt to con- 
ceive at the oaths, wherewith he perpetu- 
ally tags both ends of every propofition', 
although at the fame time, I think, he 
cannot with any juftice be taxed with 
perjury, when he invokes Go^and Chrift\ 
becaufe he hath often fairly given publick 
notice to the world, that he believes in 
neither. 

Some people may think, that fuch an 
accomplifhment as this can be of no great 
ufe to the owner, or his party, after it 
hath been often pradifed and is become 
notorious; but they are widely miftaken. 
Few lyes carry the inventor's mark, and 

the 
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the moft proftitute enemy tD truth may 
foread a thoufand without being known 
for the author : befides, as the vileft writer 
hath his readers, fo the greateft lyar hath 
his beHevers : and it often happens, that if 
a lye be beHeved only for an hour, it hath' 
done its work, and there is no farther 
occafion for it. Faljhood flies, and truth 
domes Ihnping after it; fo that wlien men 
come to be undeceived, it is too late ; the 
jeft is over, and the tale has had its effed : 
like a man, who has thought of a good 
repartee, when the difcourfe is changed, or 
the company parted ; or like a phyfician, 
who hath found out an infalHble medicine, 
after the patient is dead. 

Confidering that natural difpofition irl 
many men to lye, and in multitudes to 
believe, I have been perplexed what to do 
with that maxim fo frequent in every 
body's mouth ; that truth mil at laft pre-' 
vail. Here hatli this ifland of ours, for the 
greateft part of twenty years, lain under 
the influence of fuch counfels and perfons, 
whofe principle and intereft it was to cor- 
rupt our manners, blind our underftand- 
ing, drain our wealth, and in time deftroy 
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our conftitution both in church and ftate ; 
and we at laft were brought to the very 
brink of ruin ; yet, by the means of per- 
petual reprefentations, have never been 
able to diftinguifti between our enemies 
and friends. We have feen a great part of 
the nation's money got into the hands of 
thofe, who by their birth, education, and 
merit, could pretend no higher than to 
wear our Uveries ; while others, who by 
their credit, quality, and fortune, were 
only able to give reputation and fuccefs to 
the revolution, were not only laid alide 
as dangerous and ufelefs, but loaden with 
the (candal of yacobitesy men of arbitrary 
principles^ and penjioners to France ; while 
truth, who is laid to lie in a welly feemed 
now to be buried there under a heap of 
ftones. But I remember, it was an uiual 
complaint among the Whigs, that the 
bulk of the landed men was not in their 
interefts, which fome of the wifeft looked 
on as an ill omen ; and we faw it was with 
the utmoft difficulty, that they could pre- 
ferve a majority, while the court and mi- 
niftry were on their fide, till they had 
learned thofe admirable expedients for de- 
I ciding 
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ciding cledlions, and influencing diftant 
boroughs by pcmerful motives from the 
city. But all this was mere force and con- 
ftraint, however upheld by moft dextrous 
artifice and management, until the people 
began to apprehend their properties^ their 
religion, and the monarchy ixiiMm danger; 
then we faw them greedily laying hold on 
the firftoccafion to interpofe. But of this 
mighty change in the diipofitions of the 
people I fliall difcourfe more at large in 
fomc following paper; wherein I fliall 
endeavour to undeceive or difcover thoie 
deluded or deluding perfons, who hope or 
pretend, it is only a fhort madnefs in the 
vulgar, from which they may foon re- 
cover; whereas, I believe, it will appear 
to be very different in its caufes, its fymp- 
toms, and its confequences ; and prove a 
great example to illufl:rate the maxim I 
lately mentioned; that truth (however, 
fometimes late) will at lajl prcvaiL 
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NUMBER XV. 

Thurfday, November i6, 1710. 

— tnedioque ut limite curraSy 
Icare, aity tmneo : neji demiffior ibis^ 
Unda gravet pennas'y ft celjior, ignis adurat^ 

IT muft be avowed, that for fome years 
paft, there have been few things more 
wanted in England than fuch a paper, as 
this ought to be : and fuch as I will en-r 
deavour to make it, as long as it fhall be 
found of any ufe, without entering into 
the violences of either party. Confidering 
the many grievous mifreprefentations of 
perfc&is and things, it is highly requifite 
at this jundure, that the people through- 
out the kingdom fliould, if pofUble, be fet 
right in their opinions by fome impartial 
hand; which hath never been yet at-r 
tempted; thofe, who have hitherto un- 
dertaken it, being upon every account, the 
leaft qualified of all human kind for fuch. 
a work. 

We live here under a limited monarchy, 
and under the dodrine and difcipline of 
an excellent church, We are unhappily 

divided 
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divided into two parties, both which pre- 
tend a mighty zeal for our religion and 
government, only they difagree about the 
means. The evils, we muft fence againft, 
arc on one fide fanaticifm and inndelity 
in religion, and anarchy, under the name 
of a commonwealth, in government ; on 
the other fide, popery, flavery, and the 
pretender from Frame. Now to inform 
and dired us in our fentiments upon thefe 
weighty points here are on one fide two 
fliipid illiterate fcriblcrs, both of them 
fanatich by profefTion, I mean the Review 
and Ohfervator'y on the other fide, we 
have an open Nonjuror^ whofe charadter 
and perfon, as well as learning and good 
fenfe difcovered upon other fubjedts, do 
indeed deferve refpedt and efleem ; but his 
Rehearfal^vA the refl of his political papers 
are yet more pernicious, than thofe of^the 
former two. If the generality of the people 
know not how to talk or think^ until they 
have read their leffon in the papers of the 
week, what a misfortune is it, that their 
duty fhould be conveyed to them through 
fuch vehicles as thofe ? For, let fome gen*- 
tlemen think what they pleafe, I caiinot 

C 4 but 



'24 THE EXAMINER. N015. 

but fufped, that the two worthies I firft 
mentioned have, in a degree, done mif- 
chief among us ; the mock authoritative 
manner of the one, and the infipid mirth 
of the other, however infupportable to 
reafonable ears, being of a level with great 
numbers among the loweft part of man- 
kind. Neither was the author of the Re~ 
kearfal, while he continued that paper, 
lefs infedious to many perfons of better 
figure, who perhaps were as well qua- 
lified, and much lefs prejudiced, to judge 
for themfelves. 

It was this reafbn, that moved me to 
take the matter out of thofe roughs as well 
as thofe dirfy hands; to let the remote and 
uninftrudled part of the nation fee, that 
they have been mifled on both fides by 
mad ridiculous extremes, at a wide diflance 
on each fide from the trutli ; while the 
right path is fo broad and plain as to be 
eafily kept, if they were once put into it. 

Further : I had lately entered on a re- 
folution to take very little notice of other 
papers, unlefs it were fuch, where the ma- 
lice and falftiood had fb great a mixture 
of wit and fpirit, as would make them 

dan- 
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dangerous: which, in the prefent circle of 
fcriblers, from twelve-pence to a half- 
penny, I could eafily forefee would not 
very frequently occur. But here again I 
am forced to difpenfe with my refolution, 
although it be only to tell my reader, what 
meafures I am like to take on luch occa- 
fions for the future. I was told, that the 
paper called The Obfirvator was twice 
filled laft week with remarks upon a late 
Examiner. Thefe I read with the firft 
opportunity, and to fpeak in the news- 
writers phrafe, they give me occajion for 
tnany /peculations. I obferved with fingu- 
lar pleafure the nature of thofe things^ 
which the owners of them ufually call 
AnfwerSy and with what dexterity this 
matchlefs author had fallen into the whole 
art and cant of them. To tranfcribe here 
and there three or four detached lines of 
leaft weight in adifcourfe, and bya foolifh 
comment miftake every fyllable of the 
meaning, is what I have known many of 
a fuperior clafs to this formidable adverfary 
entitle an Anfwer. This is what he hath 
exadly done in about thrice as many 
words as my whole difcourfej which is fo 

mighty 
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mighty an advantage over mc, that I fliall 
by no means engage in fo unequal a com- 
bat ; but, as far as I can judge of my own 
temper, entirely difmifs him for the fu- 
ture ; heartily wifhing he had a match ex- 
adlly of his own fize to meddle with, who 
fliould only have the odds of truth and 
honefty, which, as I take it, would be an 
cfFedual way to filence him for ever. 
Upon this occafion I cannot forbear a 
fliort ftory oi 2i fanatick farmer^ who lived 
in my neighbourhood, and was fo great a 
difputant in religion, that the fervants in 
all the families thereabouts reported, how 
he had confuted the bifhop and all his 
clergy. I had tlien a footman, who was 
fond of reading the Bible; and I borrowed 
a comment for him, which he fhidied io 
clofc, that in a month or two I thought 
him a match for the farmer. They dif- 
putcd at feveral houfes with a ring of 
fervants and other people always about 
them ; where Ned explained his texts fo 
full and clear to the capacity of his audi- 
ence, and fhewcd the infignificancy of his 
adverfary's cant to the meaneft underr- 
ftanding, that he got the whole country 

of 



N»i5. THE EXAMINER. 27 

of his fide, and the farmer was cured of 
his itch of difputationfor ever after. 

The worft of it is, that this fort of out- 
rageous party-writers I have fpoke of a- 
bove, are Hke a couple of make-bates, who 
inflame fmall quarrels by a thoufand flo- 
ries, and by keeping friends at a diflance 
hinder them from coming to a good un- 
derftanding; as they certainly would, if 
they were fufFered to meet and debate be- 
tween themfelves : for let any one examine 
a reafonable honeft man of either ftde 
upon thofc opinions in religion and go- 
vernment, which both parties daily buffet 
each other about; he fhall hardly find one 
material point in difference between them. 
J would be glad to af]? a queflion about 
two great men of the late miniflry. How 
they came to be Whigs f And, by what 
figure of fpeech half a dozen others, lately 
put into great employments, can be called 
Tories? I doubt whoever would fuit thp 
definition to the perlbns, mufl make it 
diredly contrary to what we underflood it 
at the time of the revolution. 

In order to remove thele mifapprehen- 
(ipns among us, I believe, it will be necef- 

fary^ 
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faiy upon occafion to deted the malice 
and falfliood of fome popular maxims, 
which thofe idiots fcatter from the prefs 
twice a week, and draw an hundred ab- 
furd confequences from them. 

For example; I have heard it often 
objeded as a great piece of inlblence in the 
clergy and others to fay or hint, that the 
church was in danger -t when it was voted 
otherwife in parHament fome years ago ; 
and the queen herfelf, in her laft fpeech, 
did openly condemn all fuch infinuations. 
Notwithftanding which, I did then, and 
do ftill, believe the church hath, fince that 
vote, been in very inmiinent danger ; and 
I think I might then have faid fo without 
the leaft offence to her majefty, or either 
of the two houfes. The queen's words, 
as near as I can remember, mentioned the 
church being in danger from her admini- 
flration\ and whoever fays or thinks that, 
deferves, in my opinion, to be hanged for 
a traitor : but, that the church and ftate 
may be both in danger under the beft 
princes that ever reigned, and without the 
leaft guilt of theirs, is fiich a truth, as a 
man muft be a great ftranger to hiftorjr 

and 
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and common fenfe to doubt. The wifeft 
prince on earth may be forced by the ne- 
ceflity of his affairs, and the prefent power 
of an unruly fedion, or deceived by the 
craft of iil-defigning men. One or two 
minifters, moft in his confidence, may at 
firfi have good intentions, but grow cor- 
rupted by time, by avarice, by love, by 
ambition, and have fairer terms offered 
them to gratify their paflions or interefts 
from onefett of men than another, until 
they are too far involved for a retreat ; 
and fo be forced to Xsk.c feven fpirits more 
wicked than themfehes. This is a very 
poflible cafe ; and will not the lafi flate of 
fuch tnen be worfe than thefirflf that is to 
fay, will not the publick, which was fafe 
at firfl, grow in danger by fuch proceed- 
ings as thefe ? And fhall a faithful fubjed, 
who forfees and trembles at the confe- 
quences, be called difaffeSied^ becaufe he 
delivers his opinion, although the prince 
declares, as he juflly may, that the danger 
is not owing to his adminiflration ? Or 
fhall the prince himfelf be blamed, when, 
in fuch a jundure, he puts his affairs into 
other hands with the tmiverfal applaufe of 
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his people f As to the vote againft thofe, 
who fliould affirm the church was in dan- 
ger, I think it hkewife referred to danger 
from, or under, the queen's adminiftration^ 
(for I neither have it by me, nor can fud- 
denly have recourfe to it ;) but if it were 
otherwife, I know not how it can refer to 
any dangers, but what were paft, or at that 
time prefent; or how it could afFeft the 
future, unlefs the fenators were all infpiredy 
or at leaft that majority, which voted it : 
neither do I fee it is any crime, farther than 
ill manners, to differ in opinion from a 
majority of either or both houfes ; and that 
ill manners, I muft confefs, I have been 
often guilty of for fome years paft, al- 
though I hope I never ftiall again. 

Another topick of great ufe to thefe 
weekly inflamers is the young pretender 
in France^ to whom their whole party is 
in a high meaftire indebted for all Aeir 
greatnefs; and whenever it lies in their 
power, they may perhaps return their ac- 
knowledgments, as, out of their zeal for 
frequent revolutions^ they were ready to do 
to his fuppofed father ; which is a piece of 
f&:ret hijlory^ that I hope will one day fee 

the 
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the light; and I am fure it fhall, if ever I 
am mafter of it, without regarding whofi 
ears may tingle. But at prefent the word 
fretender is a term of art in their profeflion. 
A fecretary of (late cannot defire leave to 
refign^ but the pretender is fit bottom ; the 
queen cannot diflblve a parliament, but it 
is a plot to dethrone herfelf and bring in 
the pretender ; half a fcore ftock-jobbers 
are playing the knave in Exchange- alley, 
and there goes the pretender with 2ifponge. 
One would be apt to think, they bawl out 
the pretender fo often to take off the terror ; 
or tell fo many lyes about him to llacken 
our caution ; that when he is really coming, 
by their connivance, we may not believe 
them; as the boy ferved the fhepherds 
about the coming of the wolf: or perhaps 
they fcare us with the pretender, becaufe 
they think he may be like fome difeafes, 
that come with a fright. Do they not be- 
lieve, that the queen's prefent miniftry love 
her majefty, at leaft as well ^fome others 
loved the church f And why is it not as 
great a mark oi difajfeSiion now, to fay the 
queen is in danger, as it was fbme months 
ago to affirm the fame of the church f 
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Suppo(e it be a falfe opinion, that the 
queen's right is hereditary and indefea- 
fibk'i yet how is it poflible, that thofe who 
hold and believe fuch a dodrine, can be in 
^^ pretender 5 intereft ? His title is weak- 
ened by every argument, that ftrengthens 
hers : it is as plain, as the words of an ad: 
erf parliament can make it. That her pre- 
fbit majefly is heir to the furvivor of the 
late king and queen her filler : is not that 
an hereditary right f What need we ex- 
plain it any farther ? I have known an 
article of faith expounded in much loofer 
and more general terms, and that by an 
author, whofe opinions are very much fol- 
lowed by a certain party. Suppofe we go 
further, and examine the wordiindefeajible, 
with which fbme writers of late have made 
themfelves fo merry : I confefs, it is hard 
to conceive how any law, which the 
fupreme power makes, may not by the 
fame power be repealed ; fo that I fhall 
not determine, whether the queen's right 
be indefeafible^ or no. But this I will main- 
tain ; that whoever affirms it fo, is not 
guilty of a crime ; for in that fetdement 
of the crown after the revolution, where 

her 
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her prefent majefty is named in remainder, 
there are (as near as 1 can remember) thefe 
remarkable words, to which we bind our- 
f elves and our pojlerity for ever. Lawyers 
may explain this, or call them words of 
form as they pleafe ; and reafbners may 
argue, that luch an obligation is againft 
the very nature of government ; but a 
plain reader, who takes the words in their 
natural meaning, may beexcufedin think- 
ing a right fo confirmed is indefeajible\ 
and if there be an abfurdity in fuch an 
opinion, he is not to anfwer for it. 

P. S. When this paper was going to 
the prefs, the printer brought me 
two more Ob/ervators, wholly taken 
up in my Examiner upon lying, 
which I was at the pains to read ; 
and they are juft fuch an anfwer, as 
the two others I have mentioned. 
This is all I have to fay on that 
matter. 
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NUMBER XVI. 
Thurfday, November 23, 1710. 

^i funt boni cives f ^i belli y qui domi 
de patrid bene merenteSy nifi qui patriae 
henefcia meminerunt ? 

IW I L L employ this prefent paper upon 
a fubje<a, wnich of late hath very much 
affedled me, which I have confidered with 
a good deal of application, and made fe- 
veral enquiries about among thofe perfons, 
who, I thought, were beft able to inform 
me ; and if I deliver my fentiments with 
fome freedom, I hope it will be forgiven, 
while I accompany it with that tendernefs, 
which fo nice a point requires. 

I faid in a former paper [Number 13.) 
that one fpecious objedion to the late re- 
movals at court was the fear of giving 
uneafinefs to a general, who hath been 
long fuccefsful abroad ; and accordingly, 
the common clamour of tongues and pens 
for fome months paft hath run againft 
the bafenefs, the inconftancy, and ingra- 
titude of the whole kingdom to the duke 
of Marlhoroughy in return of the moft 

eminent 
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eminent fervices, that ever were performed 
by a fubjed: to his country; not to be 
equalled in hiftdry : and then^ to be fure, 
fbme bitter ftroke of detradlion againft 
Alexander and Gafar^ who nev6r did us 
the leaft injury; Befides, the people, who 
xoaA Plutarch^ come upon us with paral- 
lels drawn from tlie Greeks and RofHans, 
who ungratefully dealt with I know not 
how many of their moft deferving gene- 
rals : while theprofounder politidians have 
feen pamphlets, where Tacitus and Ma- 
chianxl have been quoted to fhew the 
danger of too refplendent a merit. If a 
ftranger ihould hear thefe furious out-cries 
of ingratitude againfl our general, without 
knowing the particulars, he would be apt 
to enquire, where was his tomb, of whe- 
ther he were allowed chriftian burial ? 
not doubting but we had put him to fome 
ignominious death. Or, hath he been 
tried for his life, and very narrowly ef- 
caped; hath he been accufed of high 
crimes and mifdemeanors ; hath the prince 
feized on his eftate, and left him to ftarve; 
iiath he been hooted at, as he pafled the 
ftreets, by an ungrateful rabble; have 
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neither honours, offices, nor grants been 
conferred on him or his family; have 
not he and th^ been barbaroudy ftript of 
them all; have not he and his forces 
been ill paid abroad ; and doth not the 
prince, by a Ccanty limited commiHlon, 
hinder hun fix>m puriiiing his own me- 
thods in the conduft of die war; hath 
he no power at all of dif{x>(ing of com- 
miflions as he pleaieth; is he not feverdy 
ufed by the miniftry or parliament, who 
yearly call him to a ftrid account ; hath 
the lenate ever thanked him for good (uo- 
ce{s, and have they not always publickly 
cenfured him for the leaft mifcarriage ?— 
Will the acculers of the nation join iiliie 
upon any o( thefe particulars : or, tell us 
in what point our damnable fin of ingra* 
titude lies? — Why, it is plain and clear; 
for while he is commandii^ abroad, the 
queen dif&lves her parliament, and chan- 
ges her miniftry at home ; in which um" 
verfal calamity no lefs than two perfom 
allied by marriage to the general have loft 
their places. Whence came this wonder- 
ful fympathy between the civil and mili- 
tary powers? Will the troops in Flanders 

refufe 
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reflife to fight, unlefs the can have their 
own lord keeper, their own lord prefident 
of the council, their mvn chief governor of 
Irelandy and their mmt parliament ? In a 
kingdom, where the people are free, how 
came they to be fo fond of having their 
counfels under the influence of their army, 
or thofe that lead it? who, in all well- 
inftituted ftates, had no commerce with 
the civil power, farther than to receive 
their orders, and obey them without re- 
ferve. 

When a general is not fo popular, either 
in his army or at home, as one might ex- 
ped from a long courfe of fliccefs ; it may 
perhaps be afcribed to his wifdom^ or per- 
haps to his complexion. The pofleffion 
of Ibme one quality y or a defe<ft mfome 
other^ will extremely damp the people's 
favour, as well as the love of the foldiers. 
Befidcs, this is not an age to produce fa- 
vourites of the people, while we live under 
a queen, who engrofleth all our love and 
all our veneration ; and where the only 
way for a great general or minifter to 
acquire any degree of fubordinate afFedion 
from the pubHck mufl be by all marks 
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of the moft entire fubmifftm ondreJpeB tq 
her facred perfon and qomtnands ; other-r 
wife no pretence of great fervices, either 
in the field or the cabinet, will be able tq 
ikreen them from univerfal hatred. 

But the late miniftry was clofely joined 
to the general by friendfhip, intereft, al- 
liance, inclination, and opinion; which 
cannot be affirmed of the pref^nt : and 
the ingratitude of the nation Ueth in the 
people's joining as one man to wifh, that 
fuch a miniftry fhould be changed. Is it 
not at the fame time notorious to the whole 
kingdom, that nothing but a tender re^- 
gard to the general was able to preferve 
Siat miniftry fo long, until neither God 
nor man could fufFer their continuance? 
Yet in the higheft ferment of things 
we heard few or no reflcdtions upon thi§ 
great commander ; but all feemed unanir 
mous in wifhing, he might ftill be at the 
head of the confederate forces; only at the 
fame time, in cafe he were refolved tq 
refign, they chofe rather to turn their 
thoughts fomewhere elfe than throw up 
all in defpair. And this I cannot but add, 
in defence pf the people with regard tp 

the 
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the perfon we are fpeaking of; that in the 
high ftation he hath been for many years 
paft, his real defeSis (as nothing human is 
without them) have in a detracting age 
been very fparingly mentioned either in 
libels or converfation, and all hi%fucce[fes 
very freely and univerfally applauded. 

There is an adtive and a paflive ingra- 
titude: applying both to this occalion, 
we may fay, the firft is, when a prince or 
people returns good fervices with cruelty 
or ill ufage ; the other is, when good fervices 
are not at all, or very meanly rewarded. 
We have already fpoken of the former; let 
us therefore in the lecond place examine, 
how the fervices of our general have been 
rewarded ; and whether upon that article 
either prince or people liave been guilty 
of ingratitude ? 

Thofe are the moft valuable rewards, 
which are given to us from the certain 
knowledge of the donor, that they fa our 
temper bejl : I fhall therefore fay nothing 
of the title of duke, or the garter, which 
the queen beftowed upon the general in 
the beginning of her reign ; but I {hall 
come to /«ar^ fubjiantial injiances, and 
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mention notliing, which hath not been 
given in the face of the world. The lands 
of JVoodfiock may, I believe, be reckoned 
worth 40,000/. on the building of Blen- 
heim caftle 200,000/. have been already 
expended, although it be not yet near 
finiflied; the grant of 5000/. per annum 
on the poft office is richly worth 1 00,000 /. 
his principaUty in Germany may be com- 
puted at 30,000/. pidures, jewels, and 
other gifts from foreign princes, 60,000/. 
the grant at the Pall-mall, the rangcrfliip, 
etc. for want of more certain knowledge, 
may be called 10,000/. his own and his 
duchefs's employments at five years value, 
reckoning only the known and avowed 
falaries, are very low rated at 100,000/. 
Here is a good deal above half a million 
of money; and, I dare fay, thofe who 
are loudeft with the clamour of ingra- 
titude, will readily own, that all this is 
but a trifle, in comparifon of what is 
untold. 

The realbn of my ftating this account 
is only to convince the world, that we are 
not quite fo ungrateful either as the Greeks 
or the Romam ; and in order to adjuft this 

matter 



N°i6. THE EXAMINER. 41 

matter with all faimefs, I {hall confine 
myfelf to the latter, who were much the 
more generous of the two. A vidorious 
general of Rome^ in the heighth of that 
empire, having entirely fubdued his enemies^ 
was rewarded with thelarger triumph, and 
perhaps a ftatue in the Forum, a bull for a 
lacrifice, an embroidered garment to ap- 
pear in, a crown of laurel, a monumental 
trophy with infcriptions, fometimes five 
hundred or a thoufand copper coins were 
ftruck on occafion of the vidory, which, 
doing honour to the general, we will place 
to his account ; and laftly, fometimes, al- 
though not very frequently, a triumphal 
arch. Thefe are all the rewai'ds, that I can 
call to mind, which a victorious general 
received after his return from the moft 
glorious expedition J having conquered 
fome great kingdom, brought the king 
himfelf, his family, and nobles, to adorn 
the triumph in chains; and made the 
kingdom either a Roman province, or at 
beft a poor depending ftate in humble 
alliance to that empire. Now, of all thefe 
rewards I find but two, which were of real 
profit to the general j the laurel crown, 

itvads. 
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made and Tent him at the charge of the 
publick, 9nd.^t efftbroidered garment y but 
I cannot find, whether this lad was paid 
for by the fenate or the general : however 
we will take the more favourable opinion; 
and in all the reft admit the whole ex- 
pence, as if it were ready money in the 
general's pocket. Now, according to theie 
computations on both fides, we will draw 
up two fair accounts ; the one of Roman 
gratitude, and the other of Britijh in- 
gratitude, and fet them together in bal* 
l^nce. 
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Noi6. THE 
^bill o/RoMAHgrati- 



1 



Imprtm. 

For frank- 
incenfe and 
earthen pots 
to burn it in 

A bull for J 
lacrificc j 

An embroi 
dercd gar- 
ment 

A crown 
of laurel 

A ftatue 

A trophy 

A thoufand \ 
copper me- ( 
dais, value ^ 
half-pence V 
a-piece ' 

A trium- 
phal arch 

A trium- 
phal car, 
valued as a 
modern 
coach 

Cafual 
$:harges at 
(he triumph 



EXAMINER. 43 

A bill of British 
ingratitude^ 
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This is an account of the vifiUe profiti 
on both fides ; and if the Roman general 
had any private perquifites^ they may be 
cafily difcounted, and by more probable 
computations; and differ yet more upon 
the balance, if we confider, that all the 
gold and fUver for fafeguards and contri- 
butions y alfo all valuable prizes taken in the 
war, were openly expofed in the triumph, 
and then lodged in the capitol for the 
publick fervice. 

So that, upon the whole, we are not 
yet quite io bad at worjl^ as the Romans 
were at bejl. And I doubt thofe, who raife 
this hideous cry of ingratitude, may be 
mightily miflaken in the confequence 
they propofe from flich complaints. I re- 
member a faying diScneca^ Multos ingra^ 
tos invenimusy plures facimusy v/t find many 
ungrateful perfbns in the world, but we 
make more, by fetting too high a rate 
•upon oifr pretenflons, and undervaluing 
the rewards we receive. When unreafbn- 
able bills are brought in, they ought to be 
taxed, or cut off in the middle. Where 
there have been long accounts between two 
perfbns, I have known one of them per- 
petually 
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petually making large demands, and pref- 
nng for payments ; who, when the ac- 
counts were caft up on both fides, was 
found to be debtor for fome hundreds. I 
am thinking, if a proclamation were iflued 
out for every man to fend in his hill of 
merits, and the loweft price he fet them at, 
what a pretty fum it would amount to, 
and how many fuch iflands as this muft 
be fold to pay them. I form my judgment 
from the pradiceof thofc, who fomctimes 
happen to pay themf elves, and, I dare af- 
firm, would not be fo unjuft to take a 
farthing more, than they think is due to 
their deferts. I will inftance only in one 
article: a *lady of my acquaintance 
appropriated twenty-fix pounds a year 
out of her allowance for certain ufes, 
which her woman f received, and was to 



* Suppofed to be her late of the privy purTe 2000 /. a 

majefty queen Ame. year, in order to purchafe for 

t The matter was this : At my advantage. — As her Ma-. 

the Queen's acceffion to the jesty was fo good to provide 

government, flie ufed to la- for my children, and as the 

ment to me, that the crown offices I enjoyed by her favour 

being impoveriflied by former brought me in more than I 

grants, me wanted the power wanted — I conftantly declined 

Jtiex prcdqceflbrt had enjoyed, it, till the time — (be was plea- 

to reward faithful fervants; fed to difmifs me from her 

and ihe deflred me to take out fervice. Then indeed — I fent 
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Let me put a parallel cafe: fiippofe I 
fhould complain, that laft week my coach 
was witliin an inch of overturning in a 
finooth even way, and drawn by very 
gentle horfes; to be fure all my friends 
would immediately lay the fault u^nyohn, 
becaufe they knew he then prefided in my 
coach-box. Again, fuppofe I fhould dif- 
cover fome une^inefs to find myfelf, I knew 
not how, over head and ears in debt, al- 
though I were fure my tenants paid thdr 
rents very well, and that I never fpent half 
iny income; they would certainly advife 
me to turn off Mr. Oldfox* my receiver ^ 
and take another. If, as a juflice of peace, 
I fhould tell a friend, tint my warrants 
and mittimus s were never drawn up as I 
would have them ; that I had the mif- 
fortune to fend an honefl man to goal and 
difmifs a knave; he would bid me no 
longer trufl Charles and Harry f, my two 
clerks, whom he knew to be ignorant, 
wilful, aflijming, and ill-inclined fellows. 
If I fhould add, that my tenants made 
me very uneafy with their fquabbles and 

• L. Godolphin. f E. of Sunderlavdy and Henry 

Beyle, efq; were at thi$ time fccretaries of ftate. 

broils 
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broils among themfelves ; he would coun- 
fel me to cafhier Will Bigamy*^ xh^fetie- 
Jchal of my manor. And laftly, if my 
neighbour and I happened to have a mif- 
underftanding about the delivery of a tnef- 
fagey what could I do lefs than ftrip and 
difcard the blundering or malicious rafcal, 
who carried it ? 

It is the fame thing in the conduA of 
publick aiFairs, where they have been ma- 
naged with raflinefs or wilfulnefs, corrup- 
tion, ignorance, or injuftice. Barely to 
relate the fads, at leaft while they are frefh 
in memory, will as much refleft upon the 
ferfons concerned, as if we had told their 
names at length. 

I have therefore fince thought of an- 
other expedient^ frequently pradifed with 
great fafety and fuccefs by fatyrical wri- 
ters ; which is that of looking into hi- 
ftory for fbme charader bearing a refem- 
blance to the perfon, we would defcribe : 
and with the abfblute power of altering, 
adding, or lupprefllng what circumftances 
we pleaie^ I conceive we muft have very 

• L. C r C — r. 
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bad luck, or very little (kill, to fail. How- 
ever, fonie days ago in a cofFec-houfe 
looking into one of the politick weekly 
papers, I found the writer had fallen into 
tliis fcheme ; and I happened to light on 
that part, where he was defcribing a perfon, 
who from fmall beginnings grew (as I re- 
member) to be conftable of France^ and 
had a very haughty imperious wife, I took 
theautlior for a friend to our faSiion (for 
fo, with great propriety of fpeech, they 
call the queen and miniftry, almoft the 
whole clergy, and nine parts in ten of the 
kingdom ;) and I faid to a gentleman near 
me, that although I knew well enough 
what perfons the author meant, yet there 
were feveral particulars in the hujband's 
charader, which I could not reconcile ; 
for that of the lady^ it was juft and ade- 
quate enough. But it feems I miftook the 
whole matter, and applied all I had read 
to a couple of perfons, who were not at 
that time in the writer's thoughts. 

Now, to avoid fuch a misfortune as this, 
I have been for fome time confujting Lrvy 
and Tacitus to find out the chara6ter of 
a Frimeps fenatus^ a Fraetor urbanus^ a 

^aejlor 
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^aejior a^fariuty a Caefari ah epijiolis^ 
and a Proconful: but among the worft of 
them 1 cannot difcover one, from whom 
to draw a parallel without doing injury 
to a roman memory : fo that I am com- 
pelled to have recourse to Tully. But thi^ 
author, relating fads only as an orator, I 
thought it would be beft to obferve his 
method, and make an extrad from fix 
harangues of his againft Verves^ only ftill 
preferving the form of an oration. I re- 
member a younger brother of mine, who 
deceafed about two months ago, prefent- 
ed the world with a fpeech of Alcibiades 
againft an Athenian brewer. Now I am 
told for certain, that in thofe days there 
was no ale in y^/f^^w; therefore that fpeech, 
or at leaft a great part of it, muft needs be 
fpurious. The difference between my bro- 
ther and me is this ; he makes Alcibiades 
fay a great deal more than he really did, 
and I make Cicei'o fay a great deal lefs. 
This Verves * had been the roman gover- 
nor of Sicily for three years ; and, on his 
return from his government, the Sicilia?ts 

* Earl of Wjarton, lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

E 2 e.t\X.TC'aXc\ 
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entreated Cicero to impeach him in the 
fenate ; which he accordingly did in fe- 
veral orations, from whence I have faith' 
fully tranilated and abftraded that wliich 
follows : 

*'MY LORDS, 

" A pernicious opinion hath for fomc 
" time prevailed, not only at Rofne^ but 
" among our neighbouring nations, that 
** a man who hath money enough, al- 
** though he be ever fo guilty, cannot be 
" condemned in this place. But, however 
" induftrioufly this opinion be fpread to 
" caft an odium on the fenate, we have 
" brought before your lordfhips Caius 
" FerreSy a perfon for his life and a€dons 
" already condemned by all men : but, as 
" he hopes and gives out, by the influence 
" of his wealtli to be here abfolved ; in 
" condemning this man you have an op- 
" portunity of belying that general fcan- 
** dal, of redeeming the credit loft by for- 
" mer judgments y and recovering the love 
" of the r Of nan people, as well as of our 
" neighbours. I have brought here a man 
" before you, my lords, wlio is a robber 

«of 
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" of die publick treiifurc, an overtiirncr 
" of law and juftice, and the difgrace as 
" well as deftrudion of the Sicilian pro- 
" vince j of whom if you fhall deter- 
" mine with apiity and due fevcrity, your 
" a\ithority will remain entire, and upon 
" fuch an eftablifLment as it ought to be: 
" but if his great riches will be able to 
" force their way through that religious 
" reverence ami truth, which become fo 
" awful an allembly ; I fliall however 
" obtain thus much, that the dcfed will 
*' Ik* laid where it ought; and that it fliall 
** not beobjecEled, that the criminal was not 
" produced, or that there wanted an ora- 
" tor to acx:ufe him. This man, my lords, 
" hath publickly (iiid, that thofe ought 
" to be afraid of accufations, who have 
" only robbed enough for their own fup- 
" port and maintenance j but that he hath 
** plundered fufficient to bribe niuubers; 
" and that nothing is fo high or fo holy, 
" which money cannot corrupt. Take 
** that fupport from him, and he can have 
♦* no other lel't: for what eloquence will 
** Ix: able to defend a man, whofe life hath 
** been tainted with fo many fcandalous 

K 3 '"'' nV:^"^,^ 
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" vices, and who hath been fo long cxm- 
" demned by the univerfal opinion of the 
** world? To pafs over the foul flainsand 
" ignominyof his youtli,his comiptmanage- 
*' ment in all employments he hath borne, 
" his treachery and irreligion, his injuflice 
** and oppreffion J he hath left of late fiich 
" monuments of his villainies in Sicily y 
** made fuch havock and confufion there, 
** during his governnxnt, that the pro- 
** vincc cannot by any menus be rcftored to 
** its former ftate, and hardly recover itfelf 
** at all under many years, and by a long 
*' lucceflion of good governors. While 
" this man governed in that ifland, the 
" Sicilians had neither the benefit of our 
♦* laws nor their own, nor even of com- 
" mon right. In Sicily no man now pof-r 
" fefles more, than what the governor's 
" luft and avarice have overlooked, or 
** what he was forced to neglect out of 
" mere wearinefs and fatiety of oppref- 
** fion. Every thing, where he prefided, 
" was determined by his arbitrary will 5 
" and the beft fubjeds he treated as ene-^ 
•* mies. To recount his abominable de^r 
<* baucheries would oiF?n4 any modef^ 
» -^ear. 
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** ear, fince fo many could not preferve 
" their daughters and wives from his luft'. 
" I believe there is no man, who ever heard 
" Iiis name, that cannot relate his enor- 
" mities. We bring before you in judg- 
*' ment, my lords, a publick robber, an 
" adulterer, a defiler of altars *, an 
** enemy of religion and of all that is fa- 
." cred. In Sicily he fold all employments 
" of judicature, magiftracy, and truft, 
"places in the council, and t\\c priefthod 
" itfelf, to the higheft bidder ; and hath 
" plundered that ifland of forty millions 
** of fefterces. And here I cannot but ob- 
*• ferve to your lordfhips, in what man- 
" ner Verres pafled the day : the morning 
" was {pent in taking bribes and felling 
** employments ; the reft of it in drunken- 
" nefs and luft. His difcourfe at table was 
" fcandaloully unbecoming the dignity of 
** his ftation ; iioife, brutality, and olv 
" fcenenefs. One particular I cannot omit; 
" that in the high charadcr of governor 
of Sicily y upon a folemn day, a day fet 



i( 



• The ftory of the lord to a pulpit, and defiled it in 
IVharttn is true ; who, with the moft filthy manner, 
fomc othsr wretches, went in- 

E 4 " a^jatt 
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** apart for publick prayer for the lafety 
'* of the commonwealth, he ftole at even- 
" ing in a chair to a married woman of 
** infamous character, againft all decency 
** and prudence, as well as againfl all laws 
** both human and divine. Didft thou 
** think, O Verresl the government of 
** Sicily was given thee with fo large a 
*' commifllon, only, by the power of that, 
** to break all the bars of law, modefty, 
" and duty ; to fuppofe all mens fortunes 
" thine, and leave no houfe free from thy 
" rapine and luft ?" etc. 

This extrad, to deal ingenuoufly, hath 
coft me more pains, than I think it is 
worth ; having only ferved to convince 
me, that modern corruptions are not to be 
parallelled by ancient examples, without 
having recourfe to poetry or fable. For 
inftance, I never read in ftory of a law 
enad:ed to take away the force of all laws 
whatfoever ; by which a man may fafely 
commit upon the laft of June-, what he 
would infallibly be hanged for if he com- 
mitted on the firft oi July, by which the 
greateft criminals may efcape, provide^ 

they 
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they continue long enough in power to 
^tiquate their crimes, and by ftifling 
them a while can deceive the legiflature 
into an amnefty^ of which the enadlors do 
not at that time forefee the confequence. 
A cautious merchant will be apt to fulpeft, 
when he finds a man who has the repute 
of a cunning dealer, and with whom he 
hath old accounts, urging for a general 
releafe. When I refled on this proceed- 
ing, I am not lurprifed that thofe, who 
contrived a parliamentary ^<?«^^ for their 
crimes^ are now afraid of a new revolu- 
tion ^(?;^^g for their money : and if it were 
poflible to contrive a Jponge, that could 
only affed thofe who had need of the 
other, perhaps it would not be ill em<- 
ployed, 



NUM- 
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NUMBER XVIII. 

Thurfday, December 9, 1710. 

^iuippe ubi fas v erf urn at que nefas'y m 

bella per orbem ; 
'Tarn multae Scelerum facies — — 

I A M often violently tempted to let the 
world freely know, who the author of 
this paper is ; to tell them my name and 
titles at length ; which would prevent a- 
bundance of inconfiftent criticifms I daily 
hear upon it. Thofe who are enemies to 
the notions and opinions I would advance, 
are fometimes apt to quarrel with the 
Examiner as defeftive in point of wit, and 
fometimes of truth. At other times they 
are fo generous and candid to allow, it is 
written by a club, and that very great 
hands h2cvQ fingers in it. As for thofe who 
only appear its adverfaries in print, they 
give me but very little pain. The paper I 
hold, lies at my mercy, and I can govern 
it as I pleafe ; therefore, when I begin to 
find the wit too bright, the learning too 
deep, and the fatyr too keen for me to 

deal 
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deal with, (a very frequent cafe, no doubt, 
where a nian is conftantly attacked by 
fuch ihrewd adverfaries) I peaceably fold it 
up, or fling it afide, and read no more, 
. It would be happy for me to have the 
fame power over people's tongues, and 
not be forced to hear my own work railed 
at, and commended, fifty times a day ; af- 
fecting all the while a countenance wholly 
unconcerned, and joining out of policy 
or good manners with the judgment of 
both parties : this, I confefs, is too great 
a hardfhip for fobafhful and unexperienced 
a writer. 

But, alas, I lie under another difcou- 
ragement of much more weight. I was 
very unfortunate in the choice of my par- 
ty, when I fet up to be a writer. Where 
is the merit, or what opportunity to dif- 
cover our wit, our courage, or our learn- 
ing, in drawing our pens for the defence 
ofacaufe, which the Queen and both 
houfes of parliament, and nine parts in te:i 
of the kingdom, have fo unanimoufly 
embraced? lam cruelly afraid, we politick 
authors muft begin to leflen our expences, 
md lie for the future at the mercy of 

our 
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our printers. All hopes are now gone of 
writing ourfelves into places or penfions. 
A certain ftarveling author, who worked 
under the late adminiftration, told me 
with a heavy heart above a month ago, 
that he, and fome others of his brethren, 
had fecretly offered their fervice, dog- 
cheap, to the prefent miniftry, but were 
all refufed ; and are now maintained by 
contribution, like Jacobites or fanaticks, 
I have been of late employed, out of per- 
fe<Sl: commiferation, in doing them good 
offices : for whereas fome were of opinion, 
that thefe hungry zealots fhould not be 
fuffered any longer in their malapert way 
to fnarl at the prefent courfo of publick 
proceedings ; and whereas others propofed, 
that they fhould be limited to a certain 
number, and permitted to vmte for their 
mafiers^ in the lame manner as counfel are 
affigned for other criminals, that is, to 
fay all they can in defence of their client, 
but not refle<St upon the court ; I humbly 
gave my advice, that they fhould be fuf- 
fered to write on, as they ufed to do ; 
which I did purely out of regard to theip 
perfons ; for I hoped it would keep them 

out 
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out of harms-way, aiid prevent them from 
falling into evil cour(es ; w^hich, although 
of little conlcquence to tl\c publick, would 
certainly h^ fatal to themfehes. If I have 
room at the bottom of this paper, I will 
tranfcribe a petition to the prefent mini- 
ftiy, fent me by one of thefe authors in 
benalf of himfelf and fourfcore of his 
brethren. 

For my own part, notwithftanding the 
litde encouragement to be hoped for at 
this time from the men in power, I fhall 
continue my paper, till cither the world 
or myfelf grow weary of it : the latter is 
eafily determined ; and for the former, I 
fhall not leave it to the partiality of either 
party, but to the infallible judgment of 
my printer. One principal end I defigned 
by it, was to undeceive thole well-mean- 
ing people, who have been drawn una- 
wares into a wrong fenfc of things cither 
by the common prejudices of education 
and company, the great perfonal qualities 
of fome party leaders, or the foul mifre- 
prefentations that were conflantly made of 
all, who durft differ from them in the 
fmallcft article. I have known fuch men 
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ftruck with the thoughts of fome late 
changes, which, as they pretend to think, 
were made without any reafbn Vifible to 
the world. In anfwer to this, it is not 
fiifficient to alledge, what no body doubts, 
that a good and wife prince may be al- 
lowed to change his minifters without 
giving a reafon to his fubjeds ; becaufe it 
is probable, that he will not make luch a 
change without very important reafbns ; 
and a good lubjedt ought to fuppofe, that 
in liich a cafe there are fucli regions, al- 
though he be not apprifed of them; other- 
wife he muft inwardly tax his prince of 
capricioufnefs, inconftancy, or ill defigni. 
Such reafons indeed may not be obvious 
to perfons prgudiced, or atagreatdiflance, 
or fhort thinkers; and therefore if they be 
nofecrets of ftatc, nor any ill confequences 
to be apprehended from their publication, 
;t is no uncommendable work in any pri- 
vate hand to lay them open for the latif- 
fadion of all men. And, if what I have 
already faid, or fhall hereafter fay, of this 
kind, be thought to refledt upon perJo»Sy 
although none have been named, I know 
not how it can pofTibly be avoided. The 

queen 
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queen in her fpeech mentions with great 
concern^ that " the navy and other offices 
" are burthenejl with heavy debts ; and 
" defires, that the Uke may be prevented 
" for the time to come." And, if it be 
now poffible to prevent the continuance of 
an evil, that hath been fo long growing 
upon us, and is arrived to fuch a heighth ; 
furely thofe corruptions and mifmanage- 
ments muft have been great, which firft 
introduced them, before our taxes were 
eaten up by annuities. 

If I were able to rip up and difcover, 
in all their colours, only about eight or 
nine tlioufand of the moft fcandalous ab- 
ufes, that have been committed in all parts 
of publick management for twenty years 
paft by a certain fett of men and their 
inftruments, I fhould reckon it fome fer- 
vice to my country and pofterity. But to 
fay the truth, I fhould be glad the authors 
names were conveyed to future times a- 
long with their adions. For although the 
prefent age may underfland well enough 
tlie little hints we give, the parallels we 
draw, and the charadbers we defcribe; yet 
all this will be lofl to the next. However, 

if 
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if thefe papers, reduced into a more durahk 
fornty fhould happen to live till our 
grand-children be men, I hope they may 
have curiofity enough to confult annak 
and compare dates in order to find out, 
what names were then intrufted with the 
conduft of af)airSj in the confequences 
whereof themfelves will fo deeply {hare; 
like a heavy debt in a private faimly, which 
often lies an encumbrance upon an eftate 
for three generations. 

But leaving the care of informing po- 
fterity to better pens, I fhall, with due re- 
gard to truth, difcretion, and the ^ely of 
my perfon from the men of the netxj-fcah 
gled moderation^ continue to take all proper 
opportunities of letting the mifled part of 
the people fee, how grofly they have been 
abufed, and in what particulars. I (hall 
alfo endeavour to convince them, that the 
prefent courfe we are in is the moft pro- 
bable means, with the blefling of Gkxl, 
to extricate ourfelves out of all our dif- 
ficulties. 

Among thofe, who are pleafed to write 
or talk againft this paper, I have obferved 
a ftrange manner of reafoning, which I 

ftiould 
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ihould be glad to hear them explain them- 
felves upon. They make no ceremony of 
exclaiming upon all occafions againft a 
change of miniftry in fo critical and dan- 
gerous a conjundure. What fhall we, who 
heartily approve and join in thofe pro- 
ceedings, fay in defence of them? Wc 
own the jundure of affairs to be as they 
delcribe : we are pufhed for an anfwer ; 
and arc forced at laft freely to confefs, 
that the corruptions and abufes in every 
branch of the adminiftration were fo nu- 
merous and intolerable, that all things 
muft have ended in ruin without fome 
Ipeedy reformation. This I have already 
sorted in a former paper ; and the replies 
I have read, or heard, have been in plain 
terms to affirm the dired contrary ; and 
not only to defend and celebrate the late 
perfons and proceedings, but to threaten 
me with law and vengeance for cafting 
reflexions on fo many great and honour- 
able men, whofe birthy virtue, and abilities, 
whofe morals and religion, whofe love of their 
country, and its conjiitution in church and 
Jlate, were (o univerfally allowed ; and all 
this fet off with odious comparifons, re- 

F ft^eCvw^ 



66 THE EXAMINER. N« ig. 

fleftiiig on tlic prcfcnt choice: is not this 
in plain and dircft terms to tell all the 
world, that the queen hath in a moft 
dangerous crifis turned out a whole fett 
of the bell minifter?, tliat ever ferved a 
prince, without any manner of rcafon, but 
her royal pieafure, and brought in othen 
of a charader diredly contrary ? And how 
fo vile an opinion as this can confift with 
the leaft pretence to loyalty or good man- 
neis, let the world determine. 

I confefs myfelf fo little a refiner in 
politicks, as not to be able to difcover what 
other motive, befides obedience to the 
Queen, a fcnfe of publick danger, and a 
true love of their country, joined with 
invincible courage, could fpirit up thofe 
great men, who have now under her ma- 
jefty's authority undertaken the diredion 
of affairs. What can they expeft, but the 
utmoft efforts of malice, from a fett of 
enraged domeftick adveriaries perpetually 
watching over their condudt, crofling all 
their deligns, and ufing every art to foment 
divifions among them, in order to join 
with the weakeft, upon any rupture?. 
The difficulties they muft encounter are 

nine 
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nine times more and greater than ever ; 
and the profpeds of intereft> after the 
reapings ^w^ gleanings oi fo many years, 
nine times lefs. Every misfortune at home 
or abroad, although the neceflary confe- 
qucncc of former counfels, will be imputed 
to them ; and all the good fuccefs given to 
the merit of former fchemes. A fharper 
liath held your cards all the evening, play- 
ed booty, and loft your money ; and, when 
things are almoft defperate, you employ 
an honeft gentleman to retrieve your 
loffes. 

I would afk, whether the Qu e e n ' s 
fpeech doth not contain her intentions in 
every particular relating to the publick, 
that a good fubjed, a Briton^ and a Pro- 
teftant can poffibly have at heart ? " To 
" carry on the war in all its parts, parti- 
" cularly in Spain^ with the utmoft vi- 
" gour, in order to procure a fafe and 
" honourable peace for us and our allies ; 
" to find fomc ways of paying the debts 
" of the navy ; to fupport and encourage 
" the church of Efiglafidy to preferve the 
*' Brhijh conftitution according to the 
" union j to maintain the indulgence by 

F 2 "''X's:^ 
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" law allowed to fcnipulous conlciences; 

" and to employ none but fuch, as are for 

" the Proteftant fuccelllon in the houfe of 

" Haru/ver" It is known enough, that 

fpeeches on thefe occafions are ever di- 

gefted by the advice of thofe, who are in 

the chief confidence ; and confequendy, 

that thefe are the fentiments of ner ma- 

jefty's minifters, as well as her own ; and 

we fee, the two houfes have unanimoufly 

agreed with her in every article. When 

the leaft counterpaces are made to any 

of thefe refolutions, it will then be time 

enough for our malecontents to bawl out 

pofery., perfecution^ arbitrary fower^ and the 

p'etender. In the mean while, it is a little 

hard to think, that this ifland can hold but 

fiix men of honefty and ability enough to 

ferve their prince and country ; or that 

ourlafety fliould depend upon their credit, 

any more than it would ujx)n the breath 

ill their noftrils. Why fhould not a reoo- 

lution in the miniftry be fomctimes necef- 

fary, as well as a revolution in the crown? 

It is to be prefumed, the former is atlcaftas 

lawjFul in itfelf, and perhaps the experiment 

not quite fo dangerous. The revolution of 

the 
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the/2^«about theeariiw^s formerly thought 
a neceflary expedient to folve appearances^ 
although it left many difficulties unan- 
fwered ; until philofophers contrived a 
better, which is that of the eartUs revo- 
lution about iktfun. This is found upon 
experience to fave much time and labour, 
to correal many irregular motions, and is 
better fuited to the refped due from a 
planet to ti fixed Jiar, 

NUMBER XIX. 
Thurfday, December 14, 1710. 

Sunt quibus infatyra videar nbnh acer, et 

ultra 
Legem tender e opus: fine nervis altera 

quicquid 
Compofui pars ejfe put at — — 

WHEN the printer came laft week 
for his copy, he brought along with 
him a bundle of thofe papers, which, in the 
phrafe of JVhig-coffee-houfeSy hacvQ fwinged 
off the Examiner 'i moft of which I hid 
never feen or heard of before. I remember 
fome time ago in one of the Tatters to 

F 3 to^ 
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have read a letter, wherein feveral reafons 
are afligned for the prefent corruption and 
degeneracy of our tafte ; but I think the 
writer hath omitted the principal one, 
which I take to be the prejudice of parties. 
Neither can I excufc either fide of this 
infirmity : I have heard the arranteft dri- 
vellers pro and con commended for their 
ihrewdnefs, even by men of tolerable judg« 
ment; andthebeft performances exploded 
as nonfenfe and ftupidity. This indeed 
may partly be imputed to policy and pru- 
dence; but it is chiefly owing to that 
blindnefs, which prejudice and paflion cail 
pver the underftanding : I mention this 
becaufe I think it properly within niy 
province in quality of Examiner, And, 
having granted more than is ufual for an 
enemy to do, I muft now take leave to 
fay, that fo weak a caufe^ and fo ruined a 
faSiion^ were never provided with pens 
more rcfcmbling their condition, or lefs 
fuited to their occadons. 

Non tali auxilio^ nee defenforibus ifiisy 
7empus egei — 

This 
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This is the more to be wondered at, 
when we confider, they have the fiill 
liberty of the prefs ; that they have no 
other way left to recover themfelves ; and 
that they want not men of excellent parts 
to fet their arguments in the beft light 
they will bear. Now, if two men would 
argue on both fides with fairnefs, good 
fenfe, and good manners, it would be no 
ill entertainment to the town, and perhaps 
be the moft eifedual means to reconcile us. 
But I am apt to think, that men of great 
genius are hardly brought toproftitute their 
pens in a very odious caufe ; which be- 
fides is more properly undertaken by noife 
and impudence, by grofs railing and fcur- 
rility, by calumny and lying, and by little 
trifling cavils and carpings in the wrong 
place, which thofe whijkrs ufe for argu- 
ments and anfwers, 

I was well enough pleafed with a ftory 
of one of thefe anfwerers, who in a paper 
laft week found many faults with a late 
calculation of mine. Being, it feems, more 
deeply learned than his fellows, he was 
refolved to begin his anfwer with a latin 
yerfe, as well as other folks. His bufinefa 

F 4 ' ^^.% 
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was to look out for fomething againil an 
Examinery that would pretend to tax ac- 
counts; and turning over Virgil he had 
the luck to find thefe words, 

^—fugiant examina taxos : 

So down they went, and but they would 
have come, if one of his \m\wc\iy prompteri 
had not hindered it. 

I here declare, once for all, that if thefe 
people will not be quiet, I Ihall take tho 
bread out of their mouths, and anfwer the 
Examiner myfelf ; which I protcft I have 
never yet done, although I have been often 
charged with it ; neither have thofe an- 
fwers been written or publifhcd with my 
privity, as malicious people are pleafed to 
give out; nor do I believe the common 
whiggijh report, that the authors are hired 
by the miniftry to give my paper a value. 

But the friends of this paper have given 
me more uneafinefs with their impatience, 
than its enemies by their anfwers. I heard 
myfelf ccnfurcd laft week by fome of the 
former for promifing to dilcover the cor- 
ruptions of the late adminiftration, but 
never performing any thing, The latter, 

on 
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on the other fide, are thundering out their 
anathemas againft me for difcovering fo 
many. I am at a lofs how to decide between 
thefe contraries, and fliall therefore pro- 
ceed after my own way, as I liave hitherto 
done J my defign being of more imports 
ance^. than that of writing only to gratify 
the ipleen of one fide, or provoke that of 
the other, although it may occafionally 
have both effedls. 

I fhall therefore go on to relate fome 
fads, that in my humble opinion were no 
hindrance to the change of the miniftry. 

The firft I (hall mention, was that of 
introducing certain new phrafes into the 
court ftyle, which had been very feldom, 
or never, made ufe of in former times. 
They ufually ran in the following terms : 
'* Madam, I cannot ferve you while fuch 
" a one is in employment, I defire, hiun- 
" bly, to refign my commiflion, if Mr. 
'* ■ continues fecretary of ftate. I 

** cannot anfwcr that the city will lend 
** money, unlefs my 1 — d -^ be prefident 
** of the council. I muft beg leave to fur- 
*< render, except — has the ftaff. I muft 
** not accept the feals, vnlcfs -— ■ comes 

« into 
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" into the other office." This hath been 
the language of late years from fubjeds 
to their prince. Thus they ftood upon 
terms, and muft have their, own condi- 
tions to ruin the nation. Nay, this dutiful 
manner of capitulating liad fpread fo far, 
that every under-ftrapper began at length 
to perk up and affume ; he expeSied a re- 
giment'y or his f on mujl be a major ; or hn 
brother a colleElor \ elfe he threatened to 
vote according to his confcience. 

Another of their glorious attempts was 
the claufe intended in the biliyir the en- 
couragement of learnings by taking off the 
obligation upon fellows of colleges in both 
univerfities to enter upon holy orders : 
the defign of which, as I have heard the 
undertakers often confefs, was to remove 
the care o^ educating youth out of the 
hands of the clergy, who are apt to infufe 
into their pupils too great a regard for the. 
church and the monarchy. But there was 
a farther fecret in this claufe, which "may 
beft be difcovered by the firft projedlors, 
or at leaft the gar biers of it; and thefe are 
known to he Collins and Tinda/, in conjun- 
^ion with a mo^pious lawyer y their difciple. 

What 
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What fhall we fay to their prodigious 
flcill in arithmetick^ difcovered fo conftantly 
in their decifion of eleftions j where they 
were able to make out by the rule offalfe^ 
that threewcvQ more than three and twenty ^ 
and fifteen thzxiffty? Nay, it was a max- 
im, which I never heard any of them dis- 
pute, that in determining eledions they 
were not to coniider, where the right lay, 
but which of the candidates was likelier 
to be true to the caufe. This they ufed to 
illuftrate by a very apt and decent iimili- 
tude of gaming with a fharper ; if you 
cannot cheat as well as he, you are cer- 
tainly undone. 

Another caft of their politicks was that 
of endeavouring to impeach an innocent 
lady*^ for no reafon imaginable, but her 
faithful and diligent fervice to the queen, 
and the favour her majefty bore to her 
upon that account, when odiers had afted 
contrary in fo fhameful a manner. What 
elfe was the crime ? Had fhe treated her 
royal mijlrefs with infolence or negleSlf 
Had fhe enriched herfelf by a long praEiice 

♦ The lady Majham^ 
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of bribery y and obtaining exorbitant grants f 
Had fhe engrojfed her majejiys favours^ 
without admitting arty accefs but tijrougb her 
means f Had fhe heaped emphytnents upon 
herjelfy her family ^ and dependants? Had 
{he an imperious haughty behaviour ? Or, 
after all, was it a perfed blunder, and 
miftake of one perfonfor another f I have 
heard of a man, who lay all night on a 
rough pavement, and in the morning won- 
dering what it could pofTibly be that made 
him reft fo ill, happening to fee a feather 
under him, imputed the uneaiinefe of his 
lodging to that. I remember likewife the 
ftory of a giant in Rabelaisy who ufed to 
feed u^nwind-mi/is'y but was unfortunately 
choaked with a imall lump of frejh butter 
before a warm oven. 

And here I cannot but obferve, how very 
refined fome people are in their generofit^ 
and gratitude. There is a certain great 
perfon (I fhall not fay of what fex) who 
for many years paft was the conftant mark 
and butt, againift which our prefent male- 
contents ufed to difcharge their refentr 
ment ; upon whom they beftowed all the 
terms of fcurrility, that maHce, envy, and 

in- 
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indignation could invent; whom they 
publickly accufed of every vice, that can 
poflefs a human heart ; pride, covetouf- 
nefs, ingratitude, oppreflion, treachery, 
diffimulation, violence, and fury, all in 
the higheft extremes: but of late they 
have changed their language on a fudden ; 
that perfon is now the moft faithful and 
jufl, that everferved a prince ; that perfon, 
originally differing from them in princi- 
ples as far as eaft from weft, but united 
in praftice, and falling together, they are 
now reconciled, and find twenty refem- 
blances between each other, which they 
could never difcover before. Tanti eft, ut 
flaceam tibiperire ! 

But to return : How could it be longer 
fufFered in a free nation, that all avenues 
to preferment fhould be fhut up, except a 
very few; when one or two flood conftant 
f^/rj', who docked all favours they handed 
down, or fpread a huge invifible net be- 
tween the prince and fubjedt, through 
which nothing of value could pafs ? And 
here I cannot but admire at one cc»ife- 
quence from this management, which is 
of an extraordinary nature. Generally 
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{peaking, princes, who have ill minifterS) 
are apt to fulfer in their reputation, as 
well as in the love of the people : but it 
was not fo with the queen. When the fun 
is overcaft by thofc clouds he exhales from 
the earth, we ftill acknowledge his light 
and influence, and at lail find he can, dif^ 
pel, and drive them down to the horizon. 
The wifefl prince by the neceffity of af- 
fairs, the mifreprefentations of defigning 
men, or the innocent miflakes even of a 
good prcdeceflbr, may find himfelf encom- 
pafjed by a crew of courtiers, whom time, 
opportunity, and fuccefs, have miferably 
corrupted : and if he can fave himfelf and 
his people from ruin under the worfi ad- 
miniflration, what may not his fubjedis 
hope for, when with their univerfel ap- 
plaufe he changeth hands, and maketh uiie 
of the ^e^.^ 

Another great objeftion with me againfl 
the late party was the cruel tyranny they 
put upon confcience by a barbarous inqui- 
Jitiony refufing to admit the leail toleration 
or indulge7ice. They impofed an hundred 
tefis ; but could never be prevailed on to 
difpenfe with, or take offy the fmallefl, pr 

even 
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even to admit oioccafanal conformity ; but 
went on daily (as their apoftle I'indal ex- 
prcfleth it) narrowing their terms of com- 
munion^ pronouncing nine parts in ten of 
the kingdom hereticksy and fliutting them 
out of the pale of their church. Thefe 
very men, who talk fo much of a compre- 
henfan in religion among us, how came 
they to allow fo little of it in politicks^ 
which is their file religion? You mall hear 
them pretending to bewail the animofities 
kept up between the church of England 
and dilTenters, where the differences in 
opinion are fo few and inconfiderable ; yet 
tliefc very fons of moderation were pleafed 
to excommunicate tvtry man, who diiagreed 
with them in the fmalleft article of their 
political creedy or who refufed to receive 
any new article^ how difficult foevcr to 
digeft, which the leaders impofed at plea- 
furc to ferve their own intereft. 

I will quit this fubjed for the prefent, 
when I have told one ftory. " There wa$ 
" a great king in Scythia^ ^Vhofe domi- 
** nions were bounded on the north by 
** the poor mountainous territories of a 
<* petty lord, who paid homage, as the 
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" king's vaflal. Th&fcythian prime fnim- 
*^fter, being largely bribed^ indiredly ob- 
** tained his matter's confent tafuffer this 
** lord to build forts, and provide himielf 
" with arms, under pretence of prcvent- 
" ing the inroads of the Tartars, This 
** litdc depending foverdgn, finding he 
** was now in a condition to be trouble- 
** fbme, began to infift upon terms, and 
** threatened upon every occafion to unite 
" with the Tartars: upon which the/rom 
** minijler^ who began to be in pain about 
** his heady propofed a match betwixt his 
" mailer and the only daughter of this 
** tributary lord, which he had the good 
" luck to bring to pafs ; and from that 
" time valued himfelf as author of a moft 
** glorious union, which indeed was grown 
" of abfolute neceflity by his corruption." 
This paflage, cited literally from an old 
hiftory of Sarmatia, I thought fit to fet 
down on purpofe to perplex Httle {mat- 
tering remarkers, and put them upon the 
hunt for an application. 
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NUMBER XX. 

Thurfday, December 21, 1710. 

— fugnacemfcirent fapiente mtnorem* 

I A M very much at a lofs how to pro- 
ceed upon the fubjeft intended in this 
paper, which a new incident hath led me 
to engage in. The fubjeA I mean, is that 
o{foldiers and the arfny\ but being a mat- 
ter wholly out of my trade, I fhall handle 
it in as cautious a manner, as I am able. 

It is certain, that the art of war hath 
fuffered great changes almofl in every 
age and country of the world ; however, 
there are fome maxims relating to it, that 
will be eternal truths, and which every 
reafonable man muft allow. 

In the early times of Greece and Rome^ 
the armies of thofe ftates were compofed 
of their citizens, who took no pay, becaufe 
the quarrel was their own ; and therefore 
the war was ufually decided in one cam- 
paign ; or, if it lafted longer, yet in winter 
the foldiers returned to their feveral call- 
ings, and were not diftinguiflied from the 

G ^^'^ 
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reft of the people. The gotbick govern- 
ments in EuropCy although they were of 
military inftitution, yet obferved almoft 
the fame method. I fliall inflance only here 
in England: tliofe who held lands in capke 
of the king, were obliged to attend him 
in his wars with a certain number of 
men, who all held lands from them at 
cafy rents on that condition. Thefe fought 
without pay; and, when the fervice was 
over, returned again to their farms. It is 
recorded of William Rufus^ that being 
abfent in Normandy, and engaged in a 
war with his brother, he ordered twenty 
thoufand men to be raifed, and fent over 
from hence to fupply his army ; but ha- 
ving ftruck up a peace before they were 
embarked, he gave them leave to dHband, 
upon condition they would pay him ten 
{hillings a man, which amounted to a 
mighty fum in thofc days. 

Confider a kingdom as a great family, 
whereof the prince is the father, and it 
will appear plainly, that mercenary troops 
are oxAy fervants armed either to awe the 
children at home, or elfe to defend from 
invaders the family, who are otherwife 

cm- 
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employed, and chufe to contribute out of 
their ftock for paying their defenders, ra- 
ther than leave their affairs to be negleded 
in their abfence. The art of making fol- 
diery a trade, and keeping armies in pay, 
feems in Europe to have had two originals : 
the firft was ufurpation\ when popular rtien 
deftroyed the Hbertics of their country, 
and feized the power into their own hands, 
which they were forced to maintain by 
hiring guards to bridle the people. Such 
were anciently the tyrants in moft of the 
fmall ftates of Greece ; and fuch Were thofe 
in feveral parts of Italy about three or 
four centuries ago, as Machiavel informs 
us. The other original of mercenary armies 
feems to have rifen from larger kingdoms, 
or commonwealths, which had fubdued 
provinces at a diftancc, and were forced to 
maintain troops upon them to prevent 
infurrcdtions from the natives. Of this fort 
were Macedon^ Carthage^ and RGJ}ie of old; 
Vetike and Holland at this day, as well as 
moft kingdoms of Europe. So that merce- 
nary forces in a free ftatc, whether mo- 
narchy or commonwealth, fcem only neccf- 
iary either for prcferving their conquefts 
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(which in fuch governments it is not pru- 
dent to extend too far,) or elfe for main- 
taining war at a diftance. 

In this laft, \\'hich at prcfent is our moil 
important cafe, there are certain maxims, 
that all wife governments liave observed. 

The jfirft I fhall mention is, that no 
prhaic man flioiild have a commiflion to 
h^ gcfieral for life, let his merit and fcrvices 
be ever fo great. Or, if a prince be unad- 
vifcdly brought to offer fuch a commiilion 
in one hand, let him (to fave time and 
blood) deliver up his croum with the other. 
The Romans, in the heighth and perfeAion 
of their government, iifually fent out one 
of the new coffuls to be general againft 
their moft formidable enemy, and recalled 
the old one ; who often returned before 
the next cledion, and, according as he 
had merit, was fent to command in fomc 
other part ; which pcrliaps was continued 
to him for a fecond, and fomctimes a third 
year. But if Paulus Aemilius, or Scipio 
himfelf, had prefumed to move the /mate 
to continue their commljffions for life, they 
would certainly have fallen a facrifice ta 
the jcaloufy of the people, Cafar indeed 

(between 



N»2o. THE EXAMINER. 9$ 

(between whom and a certam genera/ (ome 
of late, with much difcretion, have made 
3l parallel) had his command in Gaul con- 
tinued to him for five years ; and was af- 
terwards made perpetual di&atory that is 
to fay, general/or life j which gave him 
the power and the will of utterly dcftroy- 
ing the roman liberty. But in his time the 
Romans were very much degenerated, and 
great corruptions had crept into their mo- 
rals and difcipUne. However, we fee there 
ftill were fome remains of a noble fpirit 
among them ; for when Ceefar font to be 
chofcn conful^ notwithftanding his abfence, 
they decreed he fhould come in perfon, 
give up his command, zn.6. petere more ma- 
jorum. 

It is not impoflible, but a general may 
defire fuch a commifllon out of inadver- 
tency^ at the injligation of his friend, or 
perhaps of his efiemies\ or merely for the 
benefit and honour of it, without intending 
any flich dreadful co7tfequences ; and in that 
cafe a wife prince, or ftate, may barely 
refufe it without {hewing any marks of 
their difpleafurc. But the rcqueft in its 
own nature is highly criminal, and ought 
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to be entered fo upon record, to terrify 
others in time to come from venturing to 
make it. 

Another maxim to be obfcrved by a 
free ftate engaged in war is, to keep the 
military power in abftJute fubje<Stion to 
tlic civil, nor ever fuffer the former to in- 
fluence or interfere with the latter. A ge- 
neral and his army ^icfervantSy hired by 
the civil power to ad, as they are direded 
from thence, and with a commifllon large 
or limittcd, as the adminiftration {hall tlu'nk 
fit ; for which they are largely paid in 
profit and honpur. The whole fyftem, by 
which armies are governed, is quite alien 
from the peaceful inftitutions of ftates at 
home; and if the rewards be fo inviting as 
to tempt a fenalor to take a poft in the 
army, whilft he is there on ]iis duty, he 
ought to confidcr himfclf in no other ca- 
pacity. I know not any fort of men fo 
apt as foldicrs arc to reprimand thofe, who 
prefume to interfere in wliat relates to 
their trade. When they hear any of us, in 
a coffee-houfe, wondering that fuch a 
victory was not purfued; complaining that 
fuch a town coft more men and money 

than 
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than it was worth to take it ; or that fuch 
an opportunity was loft of fighting the 
enemy; they prefently reprove us, and 
often with juftice enough, for meddling 
in matters out of our IJ^herc ; and clearly 
convince us of our miftakes by terms of 
art, that none of us underftand. Nor do 
we efcape fo; for they refledl with the 
utmoft contempt on our ignorance ; that 
we, who fit at home in cafe and fccu- 
rity, never flirring from our fire-fides, 
fhould pretend from books and general 
reafon to argue upon military affairs ; 
which after all, if we may judge from the 
fhare of intelledhials in fome who arc faid 
to excel that way, is not fo very profound, 
or difficult a fcience. But, if there be any 
weight in what they offer, as perhaps tliere 
may be a great deal, furely thefe gentle- 
men have a much weaker pretence to con- 
cern themfelves in matters of the cabinet, 
which are always either far above, or much 
befide their capacities. Soldiers may as 
well pretend to prefcribe niles for trade, 
to determine points in philofophy, to be 
moderators in an aficmbly of divines, or 
direct in a court of juftice, as to mifplace 
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their talent in examining affairs of flatc, 
efpecially in what relates to the choice of 
im7ii/}ersy who are never fo likely to be ill 
choien as when approved by them. It 
would be cndlefs to fhew, how pernicious 
all fteps of this nature have been in many 
parts and ngcs of the world. I fliall only 
produce two at prefcnt ; one in Rome, the 
other in hfigla-iid. The lirft is of Cafar : 
when he came to the city with his foldiers 
X.Q fettle the mimflry^ there was an end of 
their liberty for ever. The fecond was in 
the great rebellion againft king Charles 
the firft : the king and both houfes were 
agreed upon the terms of a peace ; but the 
officers of the army (as Ludlow relates it) 
fct a guard upon the houfc of commons, 
took a lift of the members, and kept all 
by force out of the houfe, except thofe 
who were for bringing the king to a trial. 
Some years after, when they ere<9:ed a 
military government, and ruled the iiland 
by ?najor generals^ we received moft ad- 
mirable inftances of their fkill in politicks* 
To fay the truth, fuch formidable ftidders 
can have but two reafons for defiring to 
interfere in the adminiftration ; the fim is 

that 
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xhsitoi Cafar and Cromwell^ of which God 
forbid I fhould accufe or fufpedt any body, 
{ince the fecond is pernicious enough, and 
that is, to preferve thofe m power who are 
for perpetuating a war, rather than fee 
others advanced.^ who, they are fure, willufe 
all proper means to promote afafe and hon- 
ourable peace. 

Thirdly, lince it is obferved of armies, 
that in the prefent age they are brought 
to fome degree of humanity, and a more 
regular demeanor to each other and to 
the world, than in former times, it is cer- 
tainly a good maxim to endeavour pre- 
fcrving this temper among them ; with- 
out which they would foon degenerate 
into favages. To this end it would be 
prudent, among other things, to forbid 
that deteflable cuftom of drinking to the 
damnation or confufion of any perfbn what- 
foever. 

Such difperate ads, and the opinions 
jnfufed along with them into heads already 
inflamed by youth and wine, are enough 
to fcatter madnefs and fedition through a 
whole camp. So feldom upon their knees 
to fray^ and fo often to curfe I this is not 

properly 
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properly atheifm, but a fort of afitt-reH- 
gion prcfcribcd by the devil, and which an 
iithcifl: of common fcnfc would fcorn as 
an abfurdity. I have heard it mentioned 
as a common pradice laft Autumn, form' 
where or othcr^ to drink damnation and 
co7ifufio?i (and tliis with circumftanccs 
very aggravating and liorrid) to the nm 
minijlryy and to thofe who had any hand 
in turning out the old ; that is to fay, to 
thofe perfons whom hermajefty has thought 
fit to employ in her greateft affairs, with 
fomething more than a glafice againjl the 
queen herfelf. And if it be true, that thefe 
orgies wQXi: attended with certain douhtful 
words of Jla7idi7ig by their generaly who 
without queflion abhorred them, let any 
man confider the confequence of fuch dif- 
pofitions, if they fliould happen to fpread. 
I could only wi(h for the honour of the 
army, as well as of the queen and mini- 
flry, that a remedy had been applied to 
the difeafe in the place and tijne where it 
grew. If men of i'uch principles were able 
to propagate tJiem in a camp, and were 
fure of a general for life^ wlio had any 
tindure of ambition, we might foon bid 

farewd 
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farcwcl to minifters and parliaments, whe- 
ther new or old. 

I am only forry, fuch an accident h;it ii 
happened towards the clofe of a war ; when 
it is chiefly the intercft of thofc gcntU:men, 
who have pofls in the army, to behave 
themfelves in fuch a manner, as might 
encourage the legiflature to make fome 
provifion for them, when there will be no 
further need of their fervicc. They are to 
confider themfelves as perfons, by their edu- 
cation, unqualified for many other ftations 
of life. Their fortunes will not fiiffer tliem 
to retain to a party after its fall^ nor have 
they weight or abilities to help towards its 
rcfurreSiion. Tlieir future dependence is 
wholly upon tlie prince and parliament, 
to which they will never make their way 
hyfolemn execrations of the miniftry \ a mi- 
niftry of the queen's own election, and 
fully anfwering the wifhes of her people. 
This unhappy ftep in fome oti their brethren 
may pafs for an uncontroulable argument, 
that politicks are not their bufincfs, or 
their element. The fortune of war hath 
raifed feveral perfons up to fwelling titles, 
and great comnaands over numbers of men, 

which 
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which they are too apt to transfer alcmg 
with them into civil life, and appear in 
all companies, as if they were at the head 
of their regiments, with a fort of deport- 
ment, that ought to have been dropt be- 
hind in that fhort paflage to Harwich, It 
puts me in mind of a dialogue in Luctan^ 
where Charon wafting one of their prede- 
ceflbrs over Styx, ordered him to ftrip 
off his armour and fine cloaths, yet ftill 
thought him too heavy; " Butyfaid he^ 
" put off likevvife that pride and prefump- 
" tion, thofe Iiigh fwelling words, and 
" that vain-glory ;" becaufc they were of 
no ufe on the other fide the water. Thus, 
if all that array of military grandeur were 
confined to the proper fcene, it would be 
much more for theintereft of the owners, 
and lefs offenfive to their fellow fubjeds. 
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NUMBER XXI. 
Thurfiiay, December 28, 1710. 

Nam et majorum injlituta tuert^ Jacris 
ceremoniifque rettnmdis^ fapientis eft, 

Ruituraque femper 

Stat (mirum!) moles 

WHOEVER is a true lover of our 
conftitution, muft needs be pleafed 
to fee what fuccefsful endeavours are daily 
made to reftore it in every branch to its 
ancient form, from the languifhing con- 
dition it hath long lain in, and with fuch 
deadly iymptoms. 

I have already handled fome abufes 
during the late management^ and fhall in 
convenient time go on with the reft. 
Hitherto I have confined myfelf to thofe 
of the ftate ; but, with the good leave of 
fome who think it a matter of fmall mo- 
ment, I fhall now take liberty to fay fome- 
thing of the church. 

For feveral years pafts there hath not, I 
think, in Europe been any Ibciety of men 
upon fo unhappy a foot as the clergy of 
England y nor more hardly treated by thofe 
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very pcrfons, from whom they deferved 
much better quarter, and in whofe power 
they chiefly had put it to ufe them fd 
ill. I would not wilHngly mifrepreient 
fads, but I think it generally allowed by 
enemies and friends, that the bold and 
brave defences made before the revolut'm 
againft thofe many invalions of our rights 
pr(x;eeded principally from the cleigyj 
who are likewife known to have rgeded 
all advances made tliem to clofe with the 
meafures at that time concerting; while 
the flijfentersy to gratify their ambition and 
revenge, 'fell into the bafeft compliances 
witli the court, approved of all proceed- 
ings by their niuncrous and ful^me ad- 
drefles, and took employments and com- 
niifiions by virtue of the difpenfing power, 
ngainfl the diredl laws of the land. All 
this is fo true, that if ever the pretender 
comes in, they will, next to thofe of his 
own religion, have the faircfl: claim and 
pretentions to his favour from their merit 
and eminence fervices to his liippofed fa- 
ther, who without fuch encouragement 
would probably never have been mifled to 
go the lengths he did. It fliould likewife 

be 
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■ be remembered to the everlafting honour 
of the London divines, that in thofe dan- 
gerous times they writ and publiflied the 
beft coUedion of arguments againft popery^ 
^ that ever appeared in the world. At the 
, revolution the body of the clergy joined 
heartily in the common caiife (except a 
few, whofe fufferings perhaps have atoned 
for their miftakes) like men who are con- 
tent to go about for avoiding a gulph or 
a precipice, but come into the old ftrait 
road again, as fbon as they can. But an- 
other temper had now begun to prevail : 
for, as in the reign of king Charles the 
firft feveral well-meaning people were 
ready to join in reforming fome abufes, 
while others, who had deeper deligns, 
were ftill calling out for a thorough refor- 
mationy which ended at laft in the ruin 
of the kingdom : fo, after the late king's 
coming to the throne, there was a reftlefs 
cry from men of the fame principles for a 
thorough revolution ; which, as fome were 
carrying it on, muft have ended in the 
deftrudtion of the monarchy and church. 
What a violent humour hath run ever 
fince againft the clergy, and from what 
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corner fprcad aiid fomented, is, I bclie\'c, 
nianifcft to all men. It looked like a fet 
quarrel againd chrijiia?iuy ; and, if we call 
to mind fevcral of the leaders, it muft in 
a great meafurc have been actually fo. 
Nothing was more common in writing 
and convcrfation, than to hear that reve- 
rend bcxly charged in grofs with what was 
utterly inconfiftent j defpifcd for their po- 
verty, hated for their riches; reproached 
with avarice, and taxed with luxury ; ac- 
ciifed for promoting arbitrary power, and 
for refifting the prcrogati\'e ; cenfured for 
their pride, and fcorned for their meannefs 
of fpirit. The reprcfentatives of the lower 
clergy were railed at for difputing the 
power of the bifhops by the known ab- 
horrers of epifcopacy ; and abuied for do- 
ing nothing in the convocations by thofc 
very men, who helped to bind up their 
hands. The vice, the folly, the ignorance 
of every fmgle man, were laid upon the 
character : their jurifdi£tion, cenfures, and 
difcipline trampled under foot; yet mighty 
complaints againft their exceflive power: 
the men of wit employed to turn the 
priefthood itfelf into ridicule : in ihort, 

groan- 



N°2i. THE EXAMINER. 9; 

groaning every where under the weight of 
poverty, opprefJion, contempt, and oblo- 
quy. A fair return for the time and mo- 
ney fpent in their education to fit them 
for the fervice of the altar ; and a fair en- 
couragement for worthy men to come into 
the church! However, it may be fome 
comfort for perfons of that holy fundion, 
that their divine founder, as well as his 
harbinger^ met with the like reception: 
yohn came neither eating 72or dfinking^ and 
they fay he hath a devil ^ the So?i of 7na?i 
came eating and drinking^ and they fay^ 
behold a glutton a?id a wi7te-bibher^ etc. 

In this deplorable ftate of the clergy, 
nothing but the hand of providence, 
working by its glorious inftrument the 
Queen, could have been able to turn the 
people's hearts fo furprifingly in their fa- 
vour. This princefs, deftined for the fafety 
of Europe^ and a blefling to her fubjeds, 
began her reign with a noble benefaction 
to the church; and it was hoped the nation 
would have followed fuch an example ; 
which nothing could have prevented, but . 
the falfe politicks of a fett of men, who 
form their maxims upon thofe of every 

H toXX^x- 
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tottenng ccr'.rr.or.':^^^-.. which is always 
ftnigglir^ lor lire, tub'iiting by expedi- 
ents^ ^.»i cftc:: ^: tr.e rr.crcy of any 
powertiil risj-ghbrcr. Thete men take it 
into their in^-i^.r-iiijr.. £'*l: zndc can ne- 
ver flouriih, ur-w:"< tl'<? cjuntrv becomes 
a common recepcicls tor iU nations, re-; 
ligions, and Lir.gu^c^ ; i iW^em only pro- 
per tor ih-Ltll F^^puliT fu:es, but altogether 
umvorthv zTxd below rie d^nity of an 
imf>crial crowii; which with us is beft 
upheld by a monarchy in pollellKHi of its 
juft prerogati\-e, a ferrate ot nobles and d 
commons, and a clerg]^ etuiblillied in its 
due rights with a iliiiible maintenance 
by law. But tliclc men come with the 
fpirit o{ fiop-itc'prs to trame rules for the 
admini(iration of kingdoms ; or, as if they 
thought the whole art of government con- 
fifted in the importation of nutmcgSy and 
the curing of k£rny:gs. Such an illand as 
ours can afford enough to lupport thema- 
jefty of a crown, the honour of a nobility, 
and the dignit)' of a magiftracy : we can 
encourage arts and Iciences, maintain our 
bifliops and clergj', and fuffer our genoy 
to live in a decent, hofpitable manner; 

yet 



K»2t. THE EXAMINER. 99' 

yet ftill, there will remain hands fufficient 
for trade and manufadiires, which do al- 
ways indeed deferve the beft encourage- 
ment, but not to a degree of fending every 
living foul into the 'warehoufe or the work*- 
JJjop. 

This pedantry of republican politicks 
hath done infinite mifchief among us. 
To this wc owe thofe noble fchemes of 
treating chriftianity as a fyftem of fpecw- 
lathe opinions^ which no man fhould be 
bound to believe ; of making the being't 
and the worfliip of God) a creature of the 
ftatc ; in confequence of thefe, that the 
teachers of religion ought tcr hold their 
maintenance at pleafure, or live by the 
alms and charitable coUedion of the peo- 
ple, and be equally encouraged of all 
opinions ; that they fliould be prefcribed 
what to teach by thofe, who are to learn 
from them; and upon default have 2ijiaff 
and a pair offljoes left at their door : with 
many other projedts of equal piety, wif- 
dom^ and good nature. 

But, God be thanked, they and their 
fchemes are vanifhed, and their places pall 
knew them no m^fre. When I think of tisax 
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inundation of athcifm, infidelity, profanc- 
nefs, and liccntioiifncfs, which was like to 
overwhelm iis, from what mouths and 
hearts it firfl: proceeded, and how the peo- 
ple joined with the Quf.f.n's endeavours 
to tlivert tliis flood, I cannot but refledl 
on that remarkable paflage in the Reve- 
lattons^ wiiere the fcr pent with seven heads 
caji out of histnouthivater after the woman 
like a floods that he might catife her to be 
carried aivtiv of the flood : hut the earth 
helped the woman, and the earth opened 
her mouthy andfwall(rivedup the floods which 
the dragon had caJl out of his mouth. For 
the Qj.)KKN having cliangcd her miniftry 
fuitable to her own wifdom, and the wifhcs 
of her fubjeds, and having called a free 
parlian\ent, fttnl at the i'anie time fum- 
moned the convocation by her royal writ, 
as jft all times had been accuflomed\ and 
foon after their meeting fent a mofl; gra- 
cious letter to the archbifliop of Canter- 
bury to be communicated to the bifhop 
andclcrgy of his province; taking notice of 
** the loofe and profane principles, which 
" had been openly fcattered and propa- 
" gated among her fubjeds : that the con- 
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" fultations of the clergy were particular- 
" \y requifite to reprefs and prevent fuch 
" daring attempts, for which her fubjeds 
" from all parts of the kingdom have 
** fhewn their juft abhorrence: Jhe hopes 
" the endeavours of the clergy in this re- 
" fpcd will not be unfuccefsful ; and for 
" her part, is ready to give them all fit 
" encouragement to proceed in the dif- 
" patch of fuch bufinefs, as properly be- 
" longs to them ; and to grant them powers 
" requifite to carry on fo good a work : 
in conclufion, " earneftly recommending 
" to them to avoid difputcs ; and detcr- 
" mining to do all that in her lies to com- 
" pofc and extinguifh them." 

It is to be hoped, that this laft part of 
her majefty's letter will be the firft, flie 
will pleafe to execute ; for, it fecms, this 
very letter created the firft difpute ; the 
fad whereof is thus related : The upper 
lioufe having formed an addrefs to the 
Queen, before they received her majefty's 
letter, fent both addrefs and letter toge- 
ther to the lower houfe, with a mcflage 
cxcufing their not mentioning tlie letter in 
the addrefs, becaufc t/j/'s was formed before 
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102 THE EXAMINER. N-21, 

the other was received. The lower houfc 
returned them with a deiirc, that an ad- 
drefs might be formed with due regard 
and acknowledgments tor the letter. Attcr 
Ibme dilnculties, the iame addrels was (ent 
down again with a claule inlcrtcd, mak- 
ing fome fhort mention ot the iaid letter. 
This the lower houle did not think (lif- 
ficient, and (ent it back again with the 
lame requeft : whereupon die archbifhop, 
after a Ihort conlultation «ith feme of his 
brethren, immediately adjourned the con- 
vocation for a month ; and no addrefs at 
all was lent to the Queen. 

lunderftand not eccleliaftical aflairs well 
enough to comment upon this matter ; but 
it feems to me, that all methods of doing 
fervice to the church and kingdom, by 
means of a convocation^ may be at any time 
eluded, if there be no remedy againfl liich 
an incident. And, if this proceeding be 
agreeable to the inftitution, fpiritual af- 
Jemblies mull needs be ftrangely contrived, 
very different from any lay fenate yet 
known in the world. Surely, from the 
nature of fuch zj^nod^ it mull be a very 
vphappy circumftanpe, when the majority 

of 
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of the bifhops draws one way, and that of 
the lower clergy another. The latter, I 
think, are not at this time fufpeAed for 
any principles bordering upon thofe pro- 
fefled by enemies to epifcopacy ; and if 
they happen to differ from the greater part 
of the prefent fett of bifliops, I doubt it 
will call fome thi?igs to mind, that may 
turn the fcale of general favour on the in- 
ferior clergy's fide ; who, with a profound 
duty to her majefty, are pcrfedly pleafed 
with the prefent turn of affairs, Befides, 
curious people will be apt to enquire into 
the dates of fome proftwtions^ to call to mind 
what defigns were then upon the anvil ; 
and from thence make malicious deduSlioiis. 
Perhaps they will obfcrve the manner of 
voting on the bifhops bench, and compare 
it with what fhall pafs in the upper houfc 
of convocation. There is however one 
comfort; that under the prefent difpofi- 
tions of the kingdom a diflikc to the pro- 
ceedings of any of their lordfhips, even to 
the number of a majority^ will be purely 
perfonali and not turned to the difadvan- 
tage of the order. And for my part, as I 
am a true lover of the^church, I had rather 

H4 'find 
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find the inclinations of the people favour- 
able to epifcopacy in general, than iee a 
majority of prelates cried up by thofc, who 
are known enemies to the charafter. Nor 
indeed hath any thing given me more 
offence for feveral years paft, than to ob- 
ferve, how feme of that bench have been 
carelled by certain perfens ; and others oj 
them openly celebrated by the infamous 
pens of atheifts, republicans, and fanaticks. 
Time and mortality can only remedy 
thefc inconvcnicncies in the church, which 
are not to be cured, like thofe in the ftatc, 
by a change of minijiry. If we may gucfs 
the temper of a cojrjocation from the 
choice of a prolocutor^ as it is ufual to do 
that of a houfe of commons by thcfpeaker^ 
we may expedl great tlu'ngs from that 
reverend body, who have done themfelves 
much reputation by pitching upon a gen- 
tleman of fo much piety, wit, and leamo 
ing, for that office ; and one, who is fo 
thoroughly verfed in thofe parts of know- 
ledge, which are proper for it. I am forty, 
that the three latin fpeeches delivered 
upon prefenting the prolocutof were not 
made publick ; xh&f might perhaps have 

given 
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given us fome light into the difpofition of 
each houfe : and befides, one of them is 
faid to be fo peculiar in the ftyle and 
matter, as might have made up in ^«^^r- 
tainment what it wanted in injlruElion* 

NUMBER XXir. 

Thurfday, January 4, 1710. 

Nuttae funt occultiores infidiae^ quam eae^ 
quae latent in fimulatione officii-, aut in 
aliquo necejfttudinis nomine. 

Tloe follcrwing anfwer is written in the true 
Jlyle, and with the ufual candour of 
fuch pieces \ which I have imitated to 
the beji of my Jkiily and doubt not but 
the reader will be extremely fatisfied 
with it, 

The EXAMINER crofs-cxamined j or, 
A full anfwer to the lafi EXAMINER. 

F I durft be fo bold with this author, I 
would gladly a(k him a familiar quefti- 

on ; Pray y fir ^ who made you an examiner ? 

He talks in one of his infipid papers of 

eight 
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eight or nine thoufand corruptions^ while w 
were at the head of affairs ; yet in all this 
time he hath hardly produced fifty : 

Parturiunt tnontesy etc. Hor. 

But I fliall confine myfelf at prefent to 
his laft paper. He tells us, tlje queen began 
her reign with a noble henefaSlion to the 
church. Here's priejl craft with a witnefs! 
This is the conftant language of your 
high-fliers^ to call thofe, who are hired to 
teach the religion of the magifiratey by the 
name of the church. But this is not all ; 
for in the very next line he fays, it was 
hoped the nation would have followed this 
example. You fee ^\cfa&ion begins already 
to fpeak out : this is an open demand for 
the abby lands ; this furious zealot would 
have us priefl-ridden again, like our popifli 
anceftors ; but it is to be hoped the go- 
vernment will take timely care to fupprefs 
fuch audacious attempts; elfe we have 
fpent fo much blood and trealure to very 
little purpofe in maintaining religion and 
the resolution. But what can we expeA 
from a man, who at one blow endeavours 
to ruin our trade ? A country , fays he, mojf 

flmrijh 
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Jhirijh (thefe are his own words) without 
beii^ the cofnmon receptacle for all nations^ 
religions^ and languages. What ! we miift 
immediately banilh, or murder die Pala- 
tines ; forbid all foreign merchants not only 
the Exchange^ but the kingdom j perfecute 
the diflenters with fire and faggot; and 
make it high-treafon to fpcak any other 
tongue but englijh. In another place he 
talks of 2i ferpmt With, feven heaclsy which 
is a manifcft corruption of the text ; for 
the words, yZ-i;^;/ heads^ arc not mentioned 
in that verfc. However, we know what 
Jerpent he would mean; a ferpent with 
fourteen legs ; or indeed no ferpent at all, 
but fcven great men, who were tlie befl 
minifters^ the truefl proteflants, and the 
jnoft dijinterefcd patriots, that ever Icrvcd 
3. prince. But nothing is fo inconfiftcnt as 
this writer. I know not whctlier to call 
)iim a whig or a tory, a proteftant or a 
papifl ; he finds fault with convocations ; 
fays, they are ajfemblies fir angely contrived \ 
and yet lays the fault uiK>n us, that we 
bound their hands : I wifh we could have 
bound their tongues too. But, as fad as 
their hands were bound, they could make 

afhift 
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a fhift to hold their pens^ and have thdr. 
(hare in the guilt of ruining thehopefuUeft 
party and miniftry, that ever prefcribed to 
a crown. This captious gentleman is angiy 
toyT'.; a majority of prelates cried up by tJjofe^ 
who are cminics to the charaEier : now I 
always thought, that the conceflions rf 
enemies were more to a man's advantage, 
than the praife of his friends. 7li;ne and 
imrtaltty\ he fliys, can only retnedy theft 
incofivcnicficics in the church: that is, in 
other words, wiicn certain bifhops are 
dead, we fliall have others of our own 
ftamp. Not (o llift : you are not yet fo 
fure of your game. We have already got 
one comfortable lofs in Spain^ although by 
a general of our own : for joy of which 
our junto had a merry meeting at the houie 
of their great profelyte, on the very day 
we received the happy news. One or two 
more fuch bloics would perhaps fct us 
right again ; and then we can employ 
mortality, as well as others. He conclude 
witli wifliing, that three letters^ fpokcn tvhen 
the prolocutor was prefented^ were madt 
puhlick. I fupjx)fe lie would Ix: content 
with one ; and tJiat is more than we; fliall 

humour 
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humour him to grant. However, I liope 
he will allow it pofTible to have grace^ 
without either eloquejtce or latin', which 
is all I fhall fay to this malicious innuendo. 

Having thus, I hope, given a full and 
fatisfaSiory anfwer to the Examiner s laft 
paper, I fhall now go on to a more im- 
portant affair, which is, to prove by feve- 
ral undeniable inftances, that the late mi- 
niftry and their abettors were true friends 
to the church. It is yet, I confefs, a fecret 
to the clergy, wherein this friendfhip did 
confift. For information therefore of that 
reverend body, that they may never forget 
their benefactors, as well as of all others 
who may be equally ignorant, I have 
determined to difplay our merits to the 
world upon that weighty article. And I 
could wifh, that what I am to fay were to 
be written in brafs for an eternal mo^ 
morial ; tlie rather, becaufe for the future 
the church muft endeavour to ftand un- 
fup ported by thofe patrons, who expired in 
doing it their laft good office, and will never 
rife to preferve it any more. 

Let us tlierefore produce the pious en- 
deavours of thefc church defenders, who 
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1^'ere its patrons by their power and au- 
thority, as well as ornaments of it by thdf 
exemplary lives. 

Firft^ St. Paul tells lis, thre muft be he" 
refies in the churchy that the truth may k 
manifeji ; and therefore, by due cbuf le (if 
reafoning, the more herelies there are, the 
more manifeft will the truth be made. 
This being maturely confidered by thcfe 
lovers of tlie church, they endeavoured to 
propagate as many herefies as they could, 
that the light of truth might fhinc the 
clearer. 

Secondly, To fhew their zeal for the 
church's defence, they took the care of it 
intirely out of the hands of God almightj 
(becaufe that was z. foreign jurifdiSiion) and 
made it their own creature, depending al- 
together upon them ; and iffued out their 
orders to Tjndal, and others, to give pub- 
lick notice of it. 

Thirdly, Becaufe charity is the moft ce- 
lebrated of all chriftian virtues, therefore 
they extended theirs beyond all bounds; 
and, inftead of fhutting the church againft 
diJfenterSyWQxe ready to open it toall comers^ 
and 6reak donvn its walls^ ratlier than that 

any 
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any fKould want room to enter. The 
ftrength of a ftate, we know, confifteth in 
the number of people, how different fo- 
ever in their callings ; and why fhould not 
the ftrength of a church confift in the 
fame, how different foever in their creeds ? 
For that reafon they charitably attempted 
to aboliffi the tefl, which tied up fo many 
hands from getting employments, in order 
to proteA the church. 

I know very well, that this attempt is 
objeded to us as a crime by feveral fna- 
lignant tories ; and denied as a flander by 
many unthinking people among ourfelves. 
The latter are apt, in their defence, to aflc 
fuch queftions as thefe ; Was your tejl re- 
pealed f had we not a majority f might we 
mt have done it, if we pleafedf To which 
the others anfwer, Tou did what you could : 
you prepared the way^ but you found a fatal 
impediment from that quarter^ whence the 
fanBionofthe lawmujl come', and therefore, . 
tofaveyour credit, you condemned a paper to 
be burnt, which yourfehes had brought in. 
But alas 1 the mifcarriage of that noble 
projed for the fafety of the church had 
another original j the knowledge whereof 
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depends upon a piece of fccrct hiftory, 
which I ftiall now lay open. 

Thefc church-protedlors had dircAed a 
frejhyter'tan preacher to draw up a bill icn 
repealing the teft. It was accordingly done 
with great art ; and, in the preamble, fc- 
veral expreflions of civility to the ejlablijhd 
church ; and when it caine to the qualifi- 
cations of all thofe, who were to enter on 
any office, the compiler had taken fpecial 
care to make them large enough for all 
chrijliam whatfoever, by tranfcribing the 
very words (only formed into an oath) 
which quakers are obliged to profefs by a 
former adt of parliament ; as I fhall here 
fct them down : /, A. B. profefs faith in 
God the father^ and in Jefus Clirift Ui. 
eternal fon^ the true God', and in the Holy 
Spirit y one God-, blejfed for evermore', and 
do acknowledge the holy fcriptures of the Old 
and New Teflament to he given hy divine 
infpiration. This bill was carried to the 
chief leaders, for their approbation, with 
thefe terrible words turned into an oath* 
What fhould they do? Thofe few among 
them, who fancied they believed in God, 
were furc they did not believe in Chrifl, 

or 
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or the HcHy fpirit^ or one fyllable of the 
Bibk\ and they were as fure that every 
body knew their opinion in thofe matters, 
which indeed they had been always too 
fincere to difguifej how therefore could 
they take fuch an oath as that, without 
ruining their reputation with Tindaly To- 
landy Cmmrdy Collins^ Clendon^ and all the 
tribe oi free-thinkers ^ and fo give afcandal 
to weak unbelievers f Upon this nice point 
of honour and confcience the matter was 
hufhed, the projed for repealing the tefi 
let fall, and \h&facrament lett as the fmaller 
evil of the two. 

Fourthly, Thele pillars of the church, 
becaulc the harveji was great, and the la- 
bourers few, and becaufe they would eafe 
the bifhops from that grievous trouble of 
laying on hands, were willing to allow that 
power to all men whatfocver, to prevent 
that terrible confequence of unchurching 
thofe, who thought a hand from under a 
cloak as effedual as from lofwnjleeves. And 
indeed what could more contribute to the 
advancement of true religion, than a bill 
of general naturalization for priefihood? 

I Fi/t%. 
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Fifthlyy In order to fix reiigion in the. 
minds of men, becaufe truth never appears 
To &ir as when confronted with falfhood, 
they direded books to be publifhed» that 
denied the being of a God, the divinity of 
the Second and Third Perfofty the truth of 
all revelation, and the immortality of die 
foul. To this we owe that great (enfe of 
religion, that refped and kindnefs to the 
clergy, and that true love of virtue, fo 
mamieft of late years among the youth of - 
our nation. Nor could any thing be more , 
difcreet, than to leave the merits of each 
caufe to fuch wife, impartial judges ; who 
might otherwife fall under the flavery of 
believing by education 2sA prejudice. 

Sixthly, Becaufe nothing (o much di- 
ftrads the thoughts, as too great variety of 
fubjeds, therefore they had kindly pre- 
pared a bill to prefcribe the clergy what 
fubjcds they fhould preach upon, and in 
what manner, that they might be at no 
lofs; and this no doubt was a proper work 
for fuch hands, fo thoroughly verfed in 
the theory and pradtice of all chrifliaa 
duties. 

Seventhly^ 
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■ Seventhly y To fave trouble and expence 
to the clergy, they contrived that convo- 
cations fhould meet as feldom as poflible; 
and, when they were fuffered to aflemble, 
would never allow them to meddle with 
any bufinefs ; becaufe, they f aid ^ the office 
of a clergyman was enough to take up the 
whole man. For the fame reafon they were 
very defirous to excufe the biftiops from 
fitting in parliament, that they might be . 
at more leifure to flay at home and look 
after the inferior clergy. 

I fhall mention at prefent but one more 
indance of their pious zeal for the church. 
They had fomewhere heard the maxim, that 
Sanguis mar ty rum ejlfemen ecclejiae\ there- 
fore, in order tofiw this feed, they began 
with impeaching a clergyman: and that it 
might be a true martyrdom in every cir- 
cumftance, they proceeded as much as 
pofTible againft common law ; which the 
long-robe part of the managers knew, was 
in an hundred inftances diredlly contrary 
to all their pofitions, and were fufficimtly 
warned of it before hand', but their love of 
the church prevailed. Neither was this im- 
peachment an affair taken up on a fudden ; 

I 2 ^'3^ 
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^x i "js^^-.T. T'^iZ rertcr. '-^hofe charafie: 
}.^rV. HrsT: -i:.-;:: y D^-hiLried by £bc:e ftnpa! 
a;-.r: l-vir.c- pHtsr, '.vho rerv rstxh diffe- 
^.i\Ct/-A h.'rr.felf b/- hi.: zeal in fbrwardras 
f.KI; imUar.kment^ had federal years agp 
tTiflfji'/rn^Ttfi to pcrfiiade the kte king to 
ffl'/f: way ro juft fiich another attempt 
f k* fold hk majeftv, there was a certaia 
<.]f:ri/ymaiT\, v/ho preached very dangerous 
((f-rrnoii';, ar.rl that the only way to put a 
Hop to fuch infblcnce was to impeach 
hirri in parliament. The king enquiretf 
the character of the man: OJIr, feid my 
I'/rd, //)£ mojl violent^ hct, pcjitive felbw ht 
\'\uY\'.\ui\'yfo extremelymtlfuly thati believehe 
nmuld bj heartily glad to be a martyr. The 
)tA\\\\ aiifwcrcd, Is itfo? then lam refohxdto 
tlifnppfmt him ; and would never hear more 
of flu: matter; by which that hopeful 
project imhnppilymifcarried. 

I lijivc hitherto confined myfelf to tiwfe 
»*iuk'Jiv<)iirs for the good of the church, 
which were common to all the leaders 
and principal men of oitr party ; but, if 
n\y pnjKT were not drawing towards an 
mil, I could produce feveral inftances of 
piu'ticulur pcrfons, who by their exemplary 

lives 



N«22. THE EXAMINER. 117 

lives and adions have confirmed the cha- 
rader fo juftly due tx> the whole body. I 
fhall at prefent mention only two, and il- 
luftrate the merits of each by a matter of 
£a<a. 

That worthy patriot and true lover of 
the church, whom a late Examiner is fup^ 
pofed to refled on under the name of 
FerreSy felt a pious impulfe to be a bene- 
fadtor to the cathedral of Gloucejler ; but 
how to do it in tlie moft decent generous 
manner, was the queflion. At laft he 
thought of an expedient: one morning, or 
night, he ftole into the church, mounted 
upon the altar, and there did that, which 
in cleanly phrafe is called dijhurthening of 
nature. He was difcovered, profecuted, 
and condemned to pay a tlioufand pounds ; 
which fum was all employed to fupport 
the church, as no doubt the benefaSlor 
meant it. 

There is another perfon, whom the fame 
writer is thought to point at under the 
name of Will Bigamy. This gentleman, 
knowing that marriage fees were a con- 
iidcrable perquifite to the clergy, found 
out a way of improving them cent, per cent. 

I 3 lot 
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for the TvA 't t^e ch-^rch. His inrentiaQ 
u ai to marry a iecocd uite, winle the fiift 
was alive, cc-avincicg her of the kwfulnefi 
bv fuch argu:z:ents, as he did not doubt 
would make ochers fellow the fame ex- 
ample. Thele he had drawn \r^ in writ- 
ing, with inrendon to publilh for the 
gemral gfjcd', and it is hoped, he may turn 
have leifuie to hnilh them. 

NUMBER XXm. 

« 

Thurfdav, Jannuy 11, 1710. 

Bellum ita fufcipiatur, ut mhil aHud mf 

pax quaefita vtdeatur. 

T AM fatisfied, that no realbnable man 
•*■ of either party can juftly be oSended 
at any thing, I faid in one of my papers 
rekting to the army. From the maidms 
I there laid down perhaps many perlbns 
may conclude, that I had a mind, the 
world fhould think there had been occa- 
fion given by Ibme late abufes among men 
of that calling; and they conclude right : 
for my intention is, that my hints may be 
underftood, and my quotations and alle- 
gories 
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gories applied : and I am in fome pain to 
think, that in the Orcades on one fide, 
and the weftem coafls of Ireland on the 
other, the Examiner may want a key in 
feveral parts, which I wiih I could flirnifh 
them with. As to xh'&french king, I am 
under no concern at all : I hear he hath 
left off reading my papers, and by what 
he hath found in them, diflikes our pro- 
ceedings more than ever; and intends, 
either to make great additions to his ar- 
mies, or propofe new terms for a peace. 
So falfe is that, which is conunonly re- 
ported of his mighty fatisfadion in our 
change of miniftry. And I think it clear, 
that his late letter of thanks to the tories 
of Great Britain muft either have been 
extorted from him, againft his judgment ; 
or was a call of politicks to fet the people 
againft the prefent miniftry ; wherein it 
hath wonderfully fucceeded. 

But, though I have never heard, or 
never regarded any objedions made againft 
that paper, which mentions the army; 
yet I intended this as a fort of apology 
for it. And firft I declare (becaufe we live 
in a miftaken world) that in hinting at 

I 4. ^QCNR. 
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fbme proceedings, wherein a few per{<His 
are (aid to be concerned, I did not intend 
to charge them upon the body of the ar- 
my. I have too much detefted that bar- 
barous injuftice among the writers of a late 
party to be ever guilty of it myfelf ; I 
mean the accufing focieties for the crimes 
of a kw. On the other fide, I muil take 
leave to believe, that armies are no more 
exempt from corruptions than other num- 
bers of men. The maxims propofed were 
occafionally introduced by the report of 
certain fads, which I am bound to believe 
are true, becaufe I am fure, confidering 
what hath pafled, it would be a crime to 
think otherwife. All pofts in the army, 
all employments at court, and many othere 
are, or ought to be^ given and refumed at 
the mere pleafure of the prince; yet when 
I fee a great officer broke, a. change made 
in the court, or the miniftry, and this under 
the moft juft and gracious princefs that 
ever reigned, I muft naturally conclude, 
it is done upon prudent confiderations, 
and for fbme great demerit in the fufFercrs, 
But then, is not thepunifhment fuffident? 
Js it generous, or charitable, to trample 
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on the unfortunate, and expofe their fiiults 
to die world in the ftrongcft colours? 
And would it not fuit better with magna- 
nimity, as well as common good nature, to 
leave them at quiet to their own thoughts 
and repentance? Yes, without queftion; 
provided it could be fo contrived, that 
their very names, as well as actions, might 
be forgotten for ever : fuch an ad of ob- 
livion would be for the honour of our 
;iation, and beget a better opinion of us 
with pofterity; and then I might have 
fpared the world and myfelf the trouble of 
examining. But at prefent there is a cruel 
dilemma in the cafe ; the friends and abet- 
tors of the late miniltry are every daypub- 
lifhing their praifes to the world, and caft- 
ing refledions upon the prefeat perlbns in 
power. This is fo bare-faced an afperfion 
upon tlie Queen, that I know not how 
any good fubje<ft can with patience en- 
dure it, although he were ever (o indif- 
ferent with regard to the opinions in dil- 
pute. Shall they, who have loft all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to fcat- 
ter their poifon; and (hall not thofe, who 
are at Icau of the ftroogeft £de, be fufFered 
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to bring an antidote ? And how can we 
undeceive the deluded remainder, but hf 
lettmg them fee, that thefe difcarded ftatef- 
men were juftly laid aiide; and producing 
as many inftances to prove it as we can? 
not from any perfbnal hatred to them, 
but in juflification to the bed of queens. 
The many fcurrilities I have heard and 
read againfl this poor paper of mine, are 
in fuch a ftrain, that confidering the pre- 
fent ftate of affairs, they look like a jeft. 
They ufually run after the following man- 
ner ; " What! Shall this infolent writer 
" prefume to cenfure the late miniftry, 
" the ableft, the moft faithful, and trueft 
" lovers of their country and its conftitu- 
tion, that ever ferved a prince? Shall 
herefledon the befl houfe of commons, 
** that ever fat within tliofe walls? Hath 
** not the queen changed both for a mini- 
" ftry and parliament oi Jacobites and high- 
" fliers, who are felling us to France, and 
" bringing over the pretender f " This is 
the very fum and force of all their rea- 
fonings, and this is their method of com- 
plaining againft the Examiner. In them it 
is humble and loyal to refled upon the 

Queen, 
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Queen, and the miniftry and parliament 
fhe hath chofen with the univerfal applaiife 
of her people : in us it is infoleht to de- 
fend her majefty and her choice, or to 
anfwer their obje<9ions by fhewing the 
reafons, why thofe changes were neceflary. 

The fame ftyle hath been ufed in the 
late cafe concerning feme gentlemen in 
the army. Such a clamour was raifed by a 
fett of men, who had the boldnefs to tax 
the adminiflration with cruelty and in- 
juftice, that I thought it neceflary to in- 
terfere a little by fhewing the ill confe- 
quences, that might arife from fome pro- 
ceedings, although without application to 
particular perfbns. And what do they of- 
fer in anfwer? Nothing but a few poor 
common places agauifl calumny and in- 
formers \ which might have been full as 
jufl and feafonable in a plot againfl the 
iacred perfbn of the Queen. 

But by the way, why are thefe idle 
people fo indifcrect to name thofe two 
words^ which afford occafion of laying 
open to the world fuch an infamous fcene 
oi fubornation and perjury, as well as 
calumny and informing^ as I believe, is 
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without exiHTiple ; when a whole cahal at- 
tempted an u3iaK^ wherein a condemnd 
cp'iffih:,:!*^ Kiwicd to join with them for 
the reward o\ his lite? Not that I di(ap- 
pio\e Lhcir lagicity, who cx^iild foretel (o 
long Ixiore by wlut rurs.y they iliould 
t>ne d.u* hill, and thcrciorc tliought any 
means jultihable, bv which they might 
prevent it. 

But wanng thL<i at prefent, it muft be 
owned in julHce to the army, that thofc 
violences did not proceed ib far among 
them, as ibme have belic\\\l ; nor ought 
the mailneJs of a ;h" to be laid at their 
doors. For the rert, I am i"o iar from de- 
nying the due prailes to thole bravx" troops, 
who did their part in procuring lb many 
viclories lor tlie*j///c7; that I could wiih, 
every officer and prirate ioldier had their 
full lliare of honour in proportion to their 
defcrts ; being thus far of the yithefuam 
mind, who, when it was propoled that the 
ftatue of Mihiadci lliould be fet up alone 
in fome publick. place of the cit>', (aid, 
they would agree to it, "xhcncvcr be cm- 

quend 



N'23. tHE EXAMINER. J25 

. queredalane^ but not before. Neither da 
I at all blame the officers of the army 
for preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niftry before the prefent; or, if wiftiing 
alone could be of any ufe, for wifhing 
their continuance, bccaufe then they 
might be fecure of the war's continuance 
too: whereas, fince affairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie 
under fome apprehenhons of a peace ; 
which no army, eipecially in the courfe 
of fuccefs, was ever inclined to; and which 
all wife ftates have in fuch a juncture 
chiefly endeavoured. This is a point, 
wherein the civil and military politicks 
have always difagreed : and for that rea- 
fon I affirmed it neceffary in all free go- 
vernments, that the latter fhould be abfo- 
lutdy in fubjedion to the former ; other- 
wife one of thefetwo inconveniencies mufl 
arife, either to be perpetually in war, or 
to turn the civil inftitution into a mili- 
tary. 

I am ready to allow all, that hath been 
faid of the valour and experience of our 
troops, who have fully contributed their 
part to the great fucceflcs abroad j nor is 
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it their &ult, that thofe important vi&onia 
had no better confequence;^ at homei 
though it may be their advantage. War 
is their trade and bufinefs: to improve 
and cultivate the advantages of fucceTs, 13 
an affair of the cabinet ; and the negled 
of this, whether proceeding from weaknefi 
or corruption, according to the ufual un- 
certainty of wars may be of the moft fatal 
confequence to a nation. For, pray, let me 
rcprefcnt our condition in fuch a light, as 
I believe both parties will allow, though 
perhaps not the confequences I fhall de- 
duce from it. We liavc been for above 
nine years blcfl with a Queen, who be- 
lidcs all virtues, that can enter into the 
compofition of a private pcrfon, poflelTeth 
every regal quality, that can contribute to 
make a people happy: of great wifdoni) 
yet ready to receive the advice of her 
counfellors: ofmuchdifcernment inchuf- 
ing proper inftruments, when fhe follows 
Iier own judgment ; and only capable of 
being deceived by that excefs of goodnefs, 
which makes her judge of others by her- 
felf : frugal in her management, in order 
to contribute to the publick, which in 

pro- 
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proportion flie doth, and that voluntarily, 
beyond any of her fubjefts ; but from her 
own nature generous and charitable to aH, 
who want or defervej and, in order to ex- 
ercife thofe virtues, denying herfclf all 
entertainments of expence, which many 
others enjoy. Then, if we look abroad, 
at leaft in Flanders, our arms have been 
crowned with perpetual fuccefs in battles 
and fieges ; not to mention feveral fortu- 
nate aftions in Spain. Thele fads being 
thus dated, which none can deny ; it is 
natural to afk, how we have improved 
fuch advantages, and to what account they 
have turned ? I fhall ufc no difcouraging 
terms. When a patient grows daily worfe 
by the tampering of mountebanks, tlierc 
is nothing left but to call in the beft phy- 
sicians, before the cafe grows defperate. 
But I would afk, whether France, or any 
other kingdom, would have made fo little 
ufe of fuch prodigious opportunities ? the 
fruits whereof could never have fallen to 
the ground without the extremeft degree 
of foUy and corrupticMi ; and where thofe 
have lain, let the world judge. Inftead of 
aiming at peace, while we had the advan- 
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tageof thewar, which hath been the per* 
petual maxim of all wife ftates, ithath beov 
reckoned fadious and malignant even to 
exprefs our wiihes for it; and fuch a con- 
dition impofcd, as was never offered to 
any prince, who had an inch of ground to 
difpute; quae enim eji conditio padsy in qua 
ti, cum quo pacem facias, nihil concedi pO" 
Up 

It is not obvious to conceive what could 
move men, who fat at home, and were 
called to confult upon the good of the 
kingdom, to be fo utterly avcrfe from 
putting an end to a long, expensive war, 
which the vidlorious, as well as conquer- 
ed fide, were heartily weary of. Few, or 
none of them, were men of the fword ; 
they had no fhare in the honour ; they 
had made large fortunes, and were at the 
head of all affairs. But they well knew by 
what tenure they held their power ; that 
the queen faw through their dcfigns ; that 
they had entirely loft the hearts of the 
clergy ; that the landed men were againft 
them ; that they were detefted by the 
body of the people ; and that nothing 
bore them up but their credit with the 

bank, 
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l)ank, and other flocks, which would be nei-» 
ther formidable nor neceflary, when the war 
was at an end. For thefe reafons they refol- 
Ved to difappoint all overtures of a peace, 
until they and their party (hould be fo 
deeply rooted, as to make it impofTible to 
fhake them. To this end they began to 
precipitate matters fb faft, as in a little time 
muft have ruined the conftitution, if the 
crown had not interpofed, and rather ven- 
tured the accidental eiFeds of their malice, 
than fuch dreadful confequences of their 
power. And indeed if the former danger 
had been greater, than fome hoped or fear- 
ed, I fee no difficulty in the choice, wliich 
Was the fame with his, who faid, he had 
father be devoured by wolves than by rats. I 
therefore ftill infill, that we cannot wonder 
at, or find fault with, die army for con- 
curring with the minillry, which was for 
prolonging the war. The inclination is 
natural in them all ; pardonable in thofe, 
who have not yet made their fortunes ; 
and as lawful in the reft, as love of power, 
or love of money, can make it. But, as 
natural, as pardonable, and as lawful as 
this inclination is, when it is not under 
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check of the civil power, or when a cor- 
rupt miniftry joins in giving it too great a 
fcope, the confequence can be nothing 
lefs, than infallible niin and ilavery to a 
ftate. 

After I liad finiflied this paper^ the 
printer fent me two fmall pamphlets, 
called The management of the war ; 
written witli fome plaufibility, much 
artifice, and abundance of mifre- 
prefentations, as well as direiS): falf^ 
hoods in point of fa6l. Thefe I have 
thought worth examining^ which I 
fhall accordingly do, when I find an 
opportunity. 

NUMBER XXIV. 

Thurfday, January 18, 1710. 

Parva momenta in fpem metumque impel- 
lunt animos. 

HOPES are natural to moft men, 
cfpccially to fanguine complexions ; 
and among the various changes, that hap- 
pen in the courfe of publick affairs, they 

are 
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iare Teldom withotit fome grounds. Even 
in defperate cafes, where it is impoflible 
they mould have any foundation, they are 
ofteh afFe<9:ed to keep a countenance, and 
make an enemy think we have fome re- 
; tourfe, which they know nothing of. This 
|. appears to have been for feveral months 
' paft the condition of thofe people, whom 
I am forced, for want of other phrafes, to 
call the ruined party. They have taken up 
iince their fall fome real, and fome pre- 
tended hopes. When the earl of Stmder- 
landwz& difcarded, they hoped her ma- 
jefty would proceed no farther in the 
. change of her miiliftry; and had the in- 
fblence to mifreprefent her words to fo- 
reign ftates. They hoped, no body durft 
advife the diflblutibn of the parliament. 
When this was done, and farther altera- 
tions made in court, they hoped, and en- 
deavoured to ruin the credit of the nation. 
They likewife hoped, that we fhould have 
Ibme terrible lofs abroad, which would 
force us to unravel all, and begin again 
upon their bottom. But, of all their hopesy 
whether real or afliimed, there is none 
more extraordinary than that, which they 

K 2 ucm 
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now would feem to place their whole con- 
fidence in : that this great turn of affasn 
was only occafioned by a fhort madnefs of 
the people, from which they will recover 
in a little time, when their eyes are open, 
and they grow cool and fober enough to 
confider the truth of things, and how 
much they have been deceived. It is not 
improbable, that fome few of the deepeft 
lighted among thcfe rcafoners are wefl 
enough convinced, how vain all fiich />apes 
muft be; but for the reft, the wifeft of 
them feem to have been very ill judges of 
the peoples difjiofitions ; the want of which 
knowledge was a principal occafion to 
haftcn their ruin; for furely, had they 
fufpeded which way the popular current 
inclined, they never would have run againft 
it by that impeachfmnt. I therefore con- 
clude, tliey generally are fo blind, as to 
imagine fome comfort from this fkntafti- 
cal opinion ; that the people of Rngkmd 
are at prefent diftraded, but will fliordy 
come to their fenfes again. 

For the fervice therefore of our adver- 
faries and friends I fhall briefly examine 
this point, by Ihewing what are the caufes 
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and fymptoms of a peoples madnefs ; and 
how it difFers from their natural bent and 
inclination. 

It is MachiavePs obfervation, that the 
people, when left to their own judgment, 
do feldom miftake their true interefts; 
and indeed tliey naturally love the con- 
stitution, they are born under; never de- 
firing to change, but under great oppref- 
fions. However, they arc to be deceived 
by feveral means. It hath often happened 
in Greece, and fometimcs in Romey that 
thofe very men, who have contributed to 
{hake off a former tyranny, have, inftead 
of rcftoring the old conftitution, deluded 
the people into a worfc and more igno- 
minious flavery. Befides, all great changes 
have the fame effe<5l upon commonwealths, 
that thunder hath upon liquors, making 
the dregs fly up to the top ; the lowcft 
Plebeians rife to the head of affairs, and 
there prefervc themfelves, by reprcfenting 
the nobles and other friends to the old 
government as enemies to the publick. 
The encouraging of new myfteries and 
new deities, with the pretences of farther 
purity in religion, hath likewife been a 

K 3 k^~ 
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frequent topick to miflead the people. 
And not to mention more, the promotiiig 
falle reports of dangers froip abroad hadi 
often ferved to prevent them from fencing 
againft real dangers at home. By thefe 
and the like arts, in conjunftion with a 
great depravity of manners, and a weak, 
or corrupt adminiftration, the madnefs of 
the people hath rifen to fuch a heighth, 
as to break in pieces the whole frame of 
the beft inftituted governments. But how- 
ever fuch great frenzies, being artificially 
raifed, area perfeft force and conftraint up- 
on human nature ; and under a wife fteddy 
prince will certainly decline of themfelves, 
fettling like the fea after a ftorm; and 
then the true bent and genius of the peo- 
ple will appear. Ancient and modern 
ftory are full of inftanccs to illuftrate what 
I fay. 

In our own ifland we had a great ex- 
ample of a long madnefs in the people, 
kept up by a thoufand artifices, like in- 
toxicating medicines, until the conftitu- 
tion was deftroyed; yet the malignity be- 
ing fpent, and the humour exhaufted that 
ferved to foment it, before the ufiirpers 

could 
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could fix upon a new fcheme, the people 
fuddenly recovered, and peaceably reftored 
the old oonftitution. 

From what I have offered, it will be 
eafy to decide, whether this late change in 
the difpolition of the people was a new 
madnefs, or a recovery from an old one. 
Neither do I fee how it can be proved, 
that fuch a change had in any circum- 
ftance the leaft fymptoms of madnefs, 
whether my defcription of it be right, or 
no. It is agreed, that the trueft way of 
judging the difpofition of the people in 
the choice of their reprefentatives is by 
computing the county eledtions ; and in 
thefe it is manifeft, that five in fix are 
entirely for the prefent meafures ; al- 
though the court was fo far from inter- 
pofingits credit, that there was no change 
in the admiralty, not above one or two in 
the lieutenancy, nor any odier mcdiods 
ufed to influence eleftions. The free, un- 
extorted addreflcs fent fomc time before 
from every part of the kingdom plainly 
fhewed, what fort of bent the people had 
taken, and from what motives. The 
ekdion of members for this great city, 
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carried, contran' to all conjefhire, againft 
the united intereft of thofe two great 
bodies, the Bar:k and Eaji Ir.dia ccmpany^ 
was another convincing argument. Be- 
fides, the ^rhlgs themfeUes have always 
conftfled, that the bulk of landed men in 
Rtigland was generally of tories. So that 
this change muft be allowed to be ac- 
cording to the natural genius and difpofir 
tion of the people; whether it were juft 
and reafonable in itfelf, or no. 

Notwitliftanding all which, you fhall 
frequently hear the partifans of the late men 
in power gravely and decifively pronounce, 
that the prefent miniftry cannot poflibly 
ftand. Now they who aifimi this, if they 
belie\'e themfelves, muft ground their o- 
pinion upon the iniquity of the lafi being 
fo far eftabliihcd and deeply rooted, that 
no endeavours of honeft men will be able 
to reftorc things to their former ftate. Or 
elfe thefe reafoncrs have been fo mifled 
by twenty years mifmanagement, that they 
have forgot our conftitution, and talk as 
if our monarchy and revolution began tOr 
gether. But the body of the people is 
%\'ifer j and by the choice they have made, 

{hew 
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fliew they do underftand our conftitution, 
mid would bring it back to the old form j 
which if the new minifters take care to 
inaintain, they will and ought to ftand; 
otherwife they may fall like their prede- 
ceflbrs. But I think, we may eafily forefce 
what a parliament, freely chofen, without 
threatening or corruption, is Hkely to do, 
when no man (hall be in any danger to 
Jofe his place by the freedom of his voice. 

But, who arc thofe advancers of this 
opinion, that the prefent miniftry cannot 
hold ? It muft be either fuch as are afraid 
to be called to an account, in cafe it fliould 
hold : or thofe, who keep offices, from 
which others, better qualified, were re- 
moved, and may rcafbnably apprehend 
to be turned out for worthier men to 
come into their places; fince perhaps it 
will be neccflary to make fomc changes, 
that the publick bufinefs of the nation 
may go on : or laftly, flock-jobbers, who 
induftrioufly fpread fuch reports, that ac- 
tions may fall, and their friends buy to 
fidvat^tage. 

Yet thefe hopes, thus freely exprcfled, 
^ they are more finccre, fo they are more 

fu^- 
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fupportable, than when they appear under 
the difguife and pretence of fears. Some 
of thefe gentlemen are employed to fhake 
their heads in proper companies ; to doubt 
where all this will end ; to be in mighty 
pain for the nation ; to fhew how impof- 
fible it is, that the publick credit can 
be fupportcd; to pray that all may do 
well, in whatever hands; but very much 
to doubt, that the pretender is at the bot- 
tom. I know not any thing fo nearely 
refembling this behaviour, as what I have 
often feen among the friends of a fick man, 
whofe intereft it is that he fhould die. 
The phyficians proteft they fee no danger, 
the fymptoms arc good, the medicines 
anfwcr expedtation; yet ftill they are not 
to be comforted ; they whifper, he is a 
gone man, it is not poilible he fhould hold 
out ; he hath perfcd death in his face ; 
they never liked his dodor. At laft, the 
patient recovers, and their joy is as falfc as 
their grief. 

I believe there is no man fo fanguine, 
who did not apprehend fome ill confe- 
quences from the late change; though 
not in any proportion to the good ones: 

but 
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but it is manifeft, the former have proved 
much fewer and lighter than were expell- 
ed, either at home or abroad, by the fears 
of our friends, or the hopes of our enemies. 
Thofc remedies, that ftir the humours in 
a difeafed body, are at firft more painful 
than the malady itfelf ; yet certain death 
is the confequence of deferring them too 
long. Adlions have fallen, and the loans 
are faid to come in flowly. But befides 
that fomething of this muft have been, 
whether there had been any change, or no : 
befides that the furprize of every change, 
for the better as well as the worfe, is apt 
to affed credit for a while; there is a far- 
ther reafon, which is plain, and fcanda- 
lous. When the late party was at the helm, ; 
thofc, who were called the tories^ never 
put their refentments in balance with the j 
iafety of the nation ; but chearfuUy con- ; 
tributcd to the common caufe: now the 
icene is changed, the fallen party fccms ; 
to adt from very different motives ; they 
have given the word about ; they will keep 
their money, and be pafTivc ; and in this 
point, ftand upon the fame foot \v\t\ipa- 
fifts and nonjurors. What would liave be- 
come 
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come of the publick, if the prefent great ma- 
jority had a<9:ed thus during the late admi- 
iiiftration, before the others weremafters of 
that wealth they have fqiieezcd out of the 
landed men, and with the ftrength of which 
they would now hold the kingdom at de- 
fiance ? 

Thus much I have thought fit to fay, 
without pointing reflections upon any par- 
ticular perfon, which I have hitherto but 
fparingly doncj and that only towards 
thofc, whofe charafters are too profligate, 
that the managing of them fliould be of 
any confequence. Bcfidcs, as it is a talent 
I am not naturally fond of; fo, in the 
fubjefts I treat, it is generally needlefs. 
If 1 difplay the effects of avarice and am- 
bition, of bribery and corruption, of grofs 
immorality and irrcligion ; thofc, who are 
the leaft converfant in things, will eaiily 
know where to apply them. Not that I 
lay any weight upon the objedlionsof fiich, 
who charge me with this proceeding : it 
is notorious enough, that llie writers of the 
other fide were the firft aggreflibrs. Not to 
mention their fcurrilous libels, many years 
ijgo, dircdlly levelled at pju-ticular peribns ; 

how 
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how many papers do now come out every 
week, full of rude invedtives againft the 
prefent miniftry, with tlie firft and laft let- 
ters of their names to prevent miftakes ? 
It is good fometimes to let thefe people fee, 
that we neither want fpirit nor materials to 
retaliate; and therefore, in tliis point <3^^«t% 
I /hall follow their example, whenever I 
find myfelf fufficiently provoked ; only 
with one addition, that whatever charges 
I bring either general or particular, fhall 
be religioufly true, founded cither upon 
avowed fa£ts, which none can deny, or fuch 
as I can prove from my own knowledge. 
Being refolved publickly to confcfs any 
miftakes I have been guilty of, I do hereby • 
humbly defire the reader's pardon for one 
of mighty importance, about a fiidl in one 
of my papers faid to be done in the ca- 
thedral of Ghucejler. A whole Hydra of 
errors, in two words I For, as I am (ince 
informed, it was neither in the cathedral, 
nor city, nor county of Gloucejler^ but 
fome other church of that diocefe. If I 
had ever met any odier objedlion of equal 
weight, although from the meaneft hands, 
I fhould certainly have anfvvered it. 
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NUMBER XXV. ^ 

Thurfday, January 25, 17 10. 

ri\ hvui^iiXj ^ xoclx rav iy^^m ovvotfAoacty, 

Summiffa quaedam voce collocuti funt^ qufh 
rum fumma erat de domlnatione fibi con" 
jirmanday ac inimkis dekndis^ conjuratio* 

NO T many days ago I obferved a knot 
of difcontcntcd gentlemen, curfing 
the torks to Hell for their uncharitable- 
nefs in affirming, that, if the late miniftiy 
had continued to this time, we {koula 
have had neither church nor monarchy left. 
They are ufually fo candid, as to call that 
the opinion of the party, which they hear 
in a coffce-houfe, or over a bottle, from 
fome warm young people, whom it is 
odds but they have provoked to fay more 
tlian they believed, by fome politions as 
abfurd and ridiculous of their own. And 
fo it proved in this very inftancc: for, 
afking one of thefe gentlemen, what it 
was that provoked thofe, he had been dis- 
puting with, to advance fuch a paradox; 

he 
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he aflured me in a very calm manner, it 
' was nothing in the world, but that him- 
' felf and fome others of the company had 
made it appear, that the defign of the 
prefent parliament, and miniftry, was to 
bring in popery^ arbitrary power ^ and the 
pretender : which I take to be an opinion 
fifty times more improbable, as well as more 
uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the wl)igs : becaufe I defy our adverfaries 
to produce one fingle reafon for fulpedling 
fuch defigns in the perfons now at the 
helm ; whereas 1 can, upon demand, pro- 
duce twenty to Ihew, that fome late men 
had ftrong views towards a commonwealth^ 
and the alteration of the church. 

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is 
over, that hath only untiled our houfes and 
blown down fome of our chimnies, to con- 
fider what farther mifchiefs might have 
cnfued, if it had lafted longer. However, 
in the prefent cafe I am not of the opi- 
nion abovementioned. I believe the church 
and ftate might \\vf^\!i^t.difomerwhat longer^ 
although the late enemies to both had done 
their worft. I can hardly conceive, how 
things would have been fo fbon ripe for a 
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new revolution. I am convinced, that if 
they had offered to make fuch large and 
fuddcn ftrides, it muft have come to blows; 
and, according to the computation we 
have now reafon to think a right one, I 
can partly gucfs, what would have been 
the iffue. Befides, we are fure the Queen 
would have interpofcd, before they came 
to extremities; and as little as they re- 
garded the regal authority, would have 
been a check in their career. 

But, inftead of this quefHon, What 
would have been the confequence, if the 
late miniftry had continued ; I will pro* 
pofe another, which will be more ufefiil 
for us to confidcr; and tliat is. What we 
may reafonably expeSi they will do, if ever 
they come into power again f This, we 
know, is the defign and endeavour of all 
thofe fcribbles, which daily fly about in 
their favour ; of all the falfe, infblent, and 
fcandalous libels againlt the prefent admi- 
niltration ; and of all thofe engines, fetat 
work to fink the aEliom^ and blow up the 
publick credit. As for thofe, who fhew 
their inclinations by writing, there is one 
confideration, which I wonder doth not 

fome- 
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fometimes affed: them ; for, ho\<r can they 
forbear having a good opinion of the gen- 
tlenefs and innocence of thofe, who per- 
mit them to employ their pens as they do ? 
' It puts me in mind of an infolent, prag- 
matical orator fomewhere in Greece^ who, 
railing with great freedom at the chief 
men in the ftate, was anfwered by one, 
who had been very inftrumental in re- 
covering the liberty of the city, that ha 
thanked the gods^ they had now arrived to 
the condition he always wiped them ;/;, 'whe?t 
every man in that city might fecurely fay 
•what he pleafed, I wifh thefe gentlemen 
would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their mailers ufed to give ; 
how many meflengers and warrants would 
have gone out againft any, who durft have 
opened their lips, or drawn their pens, 
againft the perfons and proceedings of 
their ;Ww and cabals f How would their 
weekly writers have been calling out for 
frofecution and puniJJjment f We remem- 
ber, when a poor nick-name*, borrowed 
from an old play of Ben Johnfon^ and 
mentioned in a fermon without any par- 

• Valponi was a nick-name given to lordtreafurer Godolph'm. 
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ticular application, was made ufe of as a 
motive to fpur on an impeachment. But 
after all it muft be confeft, they had rea- 
fons to be thus fevere, which their fuccef- 
fors have not: their faults would never 
endure the light ; and to have expofed them 
fooner would have raifed the kingdom a- 
againft the a<Stors, before the proper time. 
But to come to tlie fubjed: I have now 
undertaken, which is, to examine what 
the confequences would be, upon llippo- 
fition that the whigs were now reftored to 
their power. I already imagine the prefent 
free parliament diffolved, and another of 
a different epithet met by the force of 
money and management. I read imme- 
diately a dozen or two flinging votes a- 
gainft the proceedings of the late miniftry. 
The bill* now to be repealed would then 
be re-enad;ed, and the birth-right of an 
Engltjhman reduced again to the value of 
twelve-pence. But to give the reader a 
ftronger imagination of fuch a fcene, let 
me reprefent the defigns of fome men, • 
lately endeavoured and projefted, in the 
form of a paper of votes. 

♦ A bill for a general naturalization. 

" Ordered^ 
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f 

*^ Ordered) 

" That a bill be brought in for repeal- 
*' ing tYitfacrafmntal tefl. 

" A petition of Tindaly Collins, Clendony 
" Cowardt and Tolandy in behalf of them- 
** felvcs and many hundreds of their dif- 
** ciples, fome or whom are members of 
" this honourable houfe ; defiring that 
** leave may be given to bring in a bill for 
** qualifying atheijls, deijlsy zxAfocinians to 
*' fcrve their country in any employment 
** ecclcfiaftical, civil, or military. 
" Ordered, 

" That leave be given to bring in a bill 
** according to the prayer of the faid pc- 
** tition; and that Mr. Lechmere'"' do pre- 
" pare and bring in the fame. 
" Ordered, 

" That a bill be brought in for remov- 
** ing the education of youth out of the 
** hands of the clergy. 

" Another to forbid the clergy preach- 
** ing certain duties in religion; elpecially 
** obedience to princes* 

• Mr. Lechmert was one of the managers againft Dr. Sachci 
Vtrelf and fummecl up the evidence. 
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" Another to take away the jurifdicticm 
•* of hiHifips. 

" AnotJKT for tonftitiiting a general 
" for /ife; with iiiAriictions to the com- 
** niittcc, tliat care may be taken to make 
" the war laft as long, as the life of the 
" faid general. 

" A hill of attainder againftytf;/?« duke 
" of On/70/u/f yo/jH duke of Buckinghamy 
" Laurence earl of Rochcjler^ fir Simm 
" IJnrcoini knight, Robert Harley and 
" lyW'uun Shippcn efquires, j%igail Ma- 
" fjjam fpinfter, and others, for high-trea- 
** (on againft \\\\: junto, 
" Rcfolvcd, 

" 'I'hat Sarah diiehefs of Marlborough 
** luUh Ikvq a moft dutiful, jiift, and 
•* grateful fervant to her mojefty. 
" Rcfohcd, 

" That to advife the diflblution of a 
** whig parliament, or the removal of a 
•* Tvhig miniflry, was in order to bring m 
" A^A'O' '^"^^ ^^^'^ preicmkr ; and that the 
•* laid advice was high-trealbn, 
" Rcfokcd, 

*' That by the original compaBy thego- 
** vcmmcnt of this realm is by ^njuntOy and 

" a kiffgy 
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** II king, or queen \ but the admimjl ration 
** Iblely, in the Junto. 
" Ordered^ 

** That a bill be brought in for farther 
** limiting the prerogative. 
" Ordered^ 

" TJiat it be a ftanding order of this 
** houfe, that the merit of elections be not 
<* determined by the number of voiecs, 
** or right of electors, but by weight; and 
** that one whig fliiill weigh down ten 
« torics. 

" A motion being made, and the quc- 
** ftion being put, that wlien a 'whig is 
** deteded of manifeft bribery, and Iiis 
** competitor, being a tcry^ hath ten to 
*' one a majority, there fhall be a new 
** eledion; it pafled in the negative. 
" Refohed, 

" That for a king, or queen, of this realm 
** to read, or examine, a paper brought 
** them to be figned by a junto minifter, 
** is arbitrary and illegal, and a violation 
** of the liberties of the people. 

Thefe, and the like reformations, would 
in all probability be the firft fruits of the 

L 3 lali'v^'i 
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whigs refurreSiion ', and what ftru6liires 
fuch able artifts miglit in a fhort time 
build upon fuch foundations, I leave o- 
thers to conjedure. All hopes of a peace 
cut off; the nation induftrioufly involved 
in farther debts, to a degree that none 
would dare undertake the management of 
affairs, but thofe whofe intereft lay in 
ruining the conftitution. I do not fee, how 
the wifeft prince under fuch neceflities 
could be able to extricate himfelf. Then 
as to the church', the bifhops would by 
degrees be difjniflfid, firft from the par- 
liament, next from their revenues, and at 
laft from their ofEcc ; and the clergy, in- 
ftead of dicir idle claim of independency on 
the ftate, would be forced to depend for 
their daily bread on every individual. But 
what lyftcm of future government was de- 
figncd ; whether it were already digefted, 
or would have been left for time and in- 
cidents to mature, I fhall not now examint. 
Only upon this occafion I cannot help re- 
fleding on a fa6t, which it is probably the 
reader knows as well as mylelf. There was 
a pi<9:ure drawn fbme time ago, repre- 
lejiting five perfons, as large as the life, 

iittipg 
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fitting in council together, like ^pentarchyi 
a void fpacc was left for a fixth, which 
was to have been the Queen, to whom 
they intended that honour : but her ma- 
jefty having fincc fallen under their dif- 
pleafure, they have made a fbift to croud 
in two better friends in her place, which 
makes it 2icom.i^\cX& heptarchy* , This piece 
is now in the country, refervcd until better 
times ; and hangs in a hall among the 
piciiures of Crofrpwelly BradJhaWy Ireton, 
and fome other predeceflbrs. 

I muft now defire leave to fay fomc- 
thing to a gentleman, who hath been plea- 
fed to publifh a difcourfe againft a paper 
of mine relating to the convocation. He 
promifeth to^^^ tfte right without any un- 
due refleSiionSy or indecent language. I fup- 
pofe he means, in comparifon with others, 
who pretend to anfwer the Examiner. So 
far he is right ; but if he thinks he hath 
behaved himfelf as becomes a amdid an- 
tagonift, I believe he is miftakcn. He fays 
in his title page, my reprefentations are. 
unfair y and my refleSiions unjuft : and his 

• This heptarchy was the fcrpcnt with fcvcn heads, mention* 
cdinN°2i, 22. 

L 4 cotv.- 
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concluflon is yet more fevere ; where he 
doubts I and my friends are enraged agatnjl 
the dutch, becaufe they preferred us from 
foperyajjd arbitrary poisoer at the revoiution] 
and fmce that time from being over-run by 
the exorbitant pTucer of France, and becom- 
ing a prey to the pretender. Becaufe this 
author feems in general to write with an 
honeft meaning, I would ferioufly put to 
him the queftion, whether he thinks, lard 
my friends are iox popery^ arbitrary power^ 
France, and the pretender f I omit other 
inflances of fmaller moment, which how- 
ever do not fuit in my opinion with due 
refeSiiofi, or decent language. The fad re- 
lating to the convocation came from a good 
hand ; and I do not find this author dif- 
fers from me in any material circumftance 
about it. My refledions were no more, 
than what might be obvious to any other 
gentleman, who had heard of their late 
proceedings. If the notion be right, which 
this autlior gives us of a lower houfe of 
convocation ; it is a very melancholy one, 
and to me feems utterly inconfiftent with 
that of a body of men, whom he owns to 
have a negative: and therefore, fince a 

great 
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great majority of the clergy differs from 
him in fevcral points he advances, I fhall 
rather chufc to be of their opinion than 
his. I fancy, when the whole Jynod met in 
me houfey as tliis writer affirms, they were 
upon a better foot with their biihops ; and 
therefore, whether this treatment, fo ex- 
tremely de haut en basy fince their exclu- 
{lon be fuitable to primitive cuftom or 
primitive humility towards brethren, is 
not my bufinefs to enquire. One may al- 
low the divine, or apoftolick right of e- 
pifcopacy, and its great lupcriority over 
prelbyters ; and yet difputc the methods 
of exercifing the latter, which being of 
human inftitution arc fubjedt to encroach- 
ments and ufurpations. I know, every 
clergyman in a diocefe hath a great deal of 
dependence upon his bifliop, and owes 
him canonical obedience : but I was apt 
to tliink, that when the whole reprefenta- 
tive of the clergy met in a fynod, they 
were coniidered in another lignt ; at leaft 
fince they arc allowed to have a negative. 
If I am miftaken, I dcfire to be excufed, 
as talking out of my trade j only there is 
one thing, wherein I entirely differ from 

this. 
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this author : fince in the diTputes about 
privileges one fide muji recede \ where fo 
very few privileges remain, it is a hundred 
to one odds, that the encroachments are 
not on the inferior clergy's fide ; and no 
man can blame them for infifting on the 
imall number, that is left. There is one 
fad, wherein I muft take occafion to fet 
this author right: that the perfon*, who 
firft moved the Queen to remit the firft- 
fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an emi- 
nent infirwnent in the late turn of affairs \ 
and as I am told, hath lately prevuled to 
have the fame favour granted for the clergy 
oi Ireland f. 

But I muft beg leave to inform this au- 
thor, that my paper is not intended for the 
management of controverfy ; which would 
be of very little import to moft readers, 
and only mifpend time, that I would 
gladly employ to better purpofes. For 
where it is a man's bufinefs to entertain a 
whole room-full, it is unmannerly to ap- 
ply himfelf to a particular perfon, and turn 
his back upon the reft of the company. 

* Earl of Oxford, lord trcafurer. 

-|- This was done by the author's folicitation. See hh Ittttrt 

to an;hbijl}}p King, vol. xii, 
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NUMBER XXVI. 
Thurfday, February i, 1710. 

Ea autem eft gloria^ laus reSie faSiorum^ 
magnorumque in retnpublicam meritiH 
rum: quae cum optimi cujufque^ tufrt 
etiam multitudinis^ tejiimonio comprobatur* 

I AM thinking, what a mighty advan- 
tage it is to be entertained as a writer 
to a ruined caufe, I remember a fanatick 
preacher^ who was inclined to come into 
the churchy and take orders; but upon 
piature thoughts was diverted from that 
defign, when he confidered, that the col- 
lections oith<^ godly were a much heartier 
and readier penny, than he could get by 
wrangling for tithes. He certainly had 
reafon; arid the two cafes are parallel. If 
you wr jte in defence of a fallen party, you 
pre maintained by contribution, as a nc- 
ceflary perfon ; you have little more to do 
than to carp and cavil at thofe, who hold 
the pen on the other fide : you arc furc 
to be celebrated and carefled by all your 
party, to a man: you may affirm and deny 

what 
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what you plcafe without truth or proba- 
bility, fince it is but lofs of time to con- 
tradidl you. Bcfides, commiferation is often 
on your fide; and you have a pretence to be 
thought honcft and difintcrcfted for adher- 
ing to friends in diftrefs : after which, if 
your friends ever happen to turn up again, 
you have a ftrong fund of merit towards ma- 
king your fortune. Then, you never fail to 
be well furnifhed with materials ; every one 
bringing in his quota'., and falfhood being 
naturally more plentiful than truth : not 
to mention the wonderful delight of li- 
belling men in power, and hugging your- 
felf in a corner with mighty latisfadlion 
for what you have done. 

It is quite otherwile with us, who en- 
gage as volunteers in the fervice of a flou- 
rifhing miniftry, in full credit with the 
Queen, and beloved by the people ; be- 
caufe they have no finifter ends or danger- 
ous dcfigns ; but purlue with fteddinefs ^d 
refolution the true intereft ofbotli. Upon 
which account they little want, or deure, 
our afliftance; and we may write, till the 
world is weary of reading, without having 
our pretences allowed cither to a places 

or 
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or a penfim : bcfldes, we are refufed the 
common benefit of the party ^ to have our 
works cried up of courfe ; the readers of 
our own fide being as ungentle, and hard 
to pleafe, as if we writ againft them ; and 
our papers never make their way in the 
world, but barely in proportion to their 
merit. The defign of their labours, who 
write on the conquered fide, is likewife of 
greater importance than ours : they are 
like cordials for dying men, which mufl 
be repeated; whereas ours are, in the Scri- 
pture phrafe, but meat for^ babes : at leafl:, 
all I can pretend, is to undeceive the igno- 
rant, and thofe at a diflance ; but their 
tafk is to keep up the finking fpirits of a 
whole party. 

After fuch rcfledlions, I cannot be angry 
with thofe gentlemen for perpetually writ- 
ing £^nfl me; it furnifnes them largely 
with topicks : and is befides their proper 
bufinefs: neither is it affedation, or alto- 
gether y^-^r;?, that I do not reply. But as 
things are, we both a6t fuitablc to our fe- 
veral provinces ; mine is by laying open 
fome corruptions in the late management 
to fct thofe, who arc ignorant, right in 

thdt 
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their opinions of perfbns and things : it i$ 
theirs to cover v/ithfig-leaves all the faults 
of dieir friends, as well as they can. Whea 
I have produced my fads, and ofiered my 
arguments, I have nothing farther to ad^ 
vance; it is their office to deny, and dif* 
prove ; and then let the world decide. If 
/ were as they, my chief endeavour fhould 
certainly be to batter down the Examiner', 
therefore I cannot but approve their de- 
fign. Befides, they have indeed another 
reafbn for barking inceilantly atthis paper : 
they have in their prints openly taxed a 
moft ingenious perfbn, as author of it; 
one who is in great, and very deferved, 
reputation with the world both on ac- 
count of his poetical works, and his talents 
for publick bufinefs. They were wife e- 
nough to confider, what a fandtion it 
would give their performances, to fall un- 
der the animadvemon of fuch a pen ; and 
therefore ufed all the forms of provocation 
commonly pradtifed by little obfcure pe- 
dants, who are fond of difHnguifhing 
themfelves by the fame of an adverlary. 
So nice a tafte have thefe judicious cri- 
ticks in pretending to difcover an author 

by 
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by hisftyle, and manner of thinking! not 
to mention the juftice and candour of ex- 
haufting all the ftale topicks of fcurrility 
in reviling a paper, and then flinging at 
a venture the whole load upon one, who 
is entirely innocent ; and whofe greateft 
fault perhaps is too muchgent/enefs towards, 
a party, from whofe leaders he hath re- 
ceived quite contrary treatment. 

The concern I have for the eafc and 
reputation of fo deferving a gentleman, 
hath at length forced mc much againft 
my intereft and inclination to let thefc 
angry people know, who is not the author 
of the Examiner. For I obfervcd, the opi- 
nion began to f[)rcad ; and I chofe ratner 
to facrifice the honour I received by it, 
than let injudicious people entitle him to a 
performance, that perhaps he might have 
reafon to be afliamcd of: ftill faithfully 
promifing never to difturb thofe worthy 
advocates j but fuffer them in quiet to roar 
on at the Examiner, if they or their par- 
ty find any eafe in it ; as phyficians fay 
there is to people in torment, fuch as men 
in the gout, or women in labour. 
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However, I muft acknowledge myfelf 
indebted to them for one hint, which I 
fhall now purTue, although in a diiFerent 
manner. Since the fall of the late minifhy 
I have fccn many papers filled with thdf 
encomiums; I conceive, in imitation rf 
thofe, who vi^ite the lives of famous 
men, where after their deaths immediately 
follow their charaders. When I law the 
^ooi virtues thus dealt at random, I thought 
the difpofers had flung their names, like 
valentines y into a ^^/ to be drawn, as fortune 
pleafed, by the junto and their friends. 
There CraJfusiAx^w liberality and gratitude ; 
Fulvia, humility and gentlenefs'y Clodiuiy 
piety 2inA jujlice'i Gracchus, loyalty to his 
prince ; Ciima, love of his country and con' 
Jlitution ; and fo of the refl:. (Dr, to quit 
this allegory, I have often feen of late the 
whole fctt of dilcarded flatefmen celebrated 
by their judicious hirelings for thofe very 
quahties, which their admirers owned th^ 
chiefly wanted. Did thefe heroes put off 
and lock up their virtues, when they came 
into employment ; and have they now re- 
fumed them, fince their difmiflions? If 
they wore them, I am fure it was under 

their 
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hdv greatnefsy and without ever once con- 
incihg the world of their vifibility or in- 
hence* 

Biit, why fhould not the prefent mini- 
try find a pen to praife them, as well as 
he laft ? This is what I iKall now under- 
ake J and it may be more impartial in me, 
i-om whom they have deferved fo little. 

havej without being called^ ferved them 
lalf a year in quality of* champion \ and, 
►y help of the Queen, and a majority of 
line in ten of the kingdom, have been 
ble to proted them againfl a routed cabal 
>f hated politicians with a dozen of fcrib- 
ers at their head : yet, fo far have they ' 
lecnfrom rewarding me fuitable to my 
leferts, that to this day they never fo much 
IS fent to the printer to enquire, who I was ; 
Jthough I have known a time and miniftry, 
vhere a perfon of half my merit and con- 
ideration would have had fifty promifes', 
ind in the mean time, 2ipenJion fettled on 
lim, whereof the /;r^ quarter Jhould be ho-' 
tejilypaid. Therefore my refentments fhall 
b far prevail, that in praifing thofe, who 
ire now at the head of affairs, I fhall at 
lie fame time take notice of their defers. 

M "^^ 
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Was any man more eminent in his pro- 
fefTion than the prefent lord keeper *, or 
more diftinguiQied by his eloquence and 
great abilities in the houfe of commons ? and 
will not his enemies allow him to be fully 
equal to the great ftation he now adorns? 
But then it muft be granted, that he ij 
wholly ignorant in the fpeculativc, as well 
as pradical part of polygamy ; he knows 
not how to metamorphofe a fober man 
into a lunatick ; he is no free-thinker in re- 
ligion, nor hath courage to he patron of air 
athciftical book, while he is guardian of 
the Queen's confcience. Although after 
all, to fpeak my private opinion, I cannot 
think thefe fuch mighty objedions to his 
charadler, as fome would pretend. 

The perfon + who now prefides at the 
council, is defccnded from a great and 
honourable father, not from the dregs of 
the people', he was at the head of the trea- 
fury for fome years, and rather -chofe to 
enrich his prince than himfelf. In the 

* sir Simon Harcourty af- Cotvper. 

terwards lord Harcourty was f Laurence Hyde, late earl 

made lord keeper upon the of Rochtjier, in the JOom of 

refignation of lord chancellor lord Sitntn, 

heighth 
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heighth of favour and credit, he facrificed 
the greateft employment in the kingdom 
to his confcience and honour ; he hath been 
always firm in his loyalty and religion, 
zealous for fupporting the prerogative of 
the crown, and preferving the liberties 
of the people. But then his beft friends 
muft own, that he is neither deift not foci- 
nian ; he hath never converfcd with Toland 
to open and enlarge his thoughts, and 
di/pel the prejudices of education; nor 
was he ever able to arrive at that perfection 
of gallantry, to ruifi a?td imprifon the huf- 
bandy in order to keep the wife without di- 
fiurbance, . 

The prefent lordfleward^ hath been al- 
ways diftinguilhed for his wit and know- 
ledge ; is of confummate wifdom and ex- 
perience in afFairs ; hath continued con- 
ftant to the true intereft of the nation, 
which he elpoufed from the beginning ; 
and is every way qualified to fupport the 
dignity of his office : but in point of ora^ 
tory^ muft give place to his predecefibr, 

• The duke of Buckingham and Utrmanhyf in the room of 
the duke of Dtvonjhirt. , 

M 2 tW 
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The duke of Shrewjbury* was highly 
inftrumental in bringing about the revolur 
ttMy in which fervice he freely expoied his 
life and fortune. He hath ever beoi the fa- 
vourite of the nation, being pofleOed of all 
the amiable qualities that can accomplifh 
a great man; but in the agreeablenefs and 
fragrancy of his peribn, and the profoimd- 
nefs of his politicks, mud be allowed to 
fall very fliort of . 

Mr. Harley + had the honour of being 
chofen (peaker fucceflively to three par- 
liaments. He was the firft of late years, 
who ventured to reftore the forgotten 
cuftom of treating his Prince with duty 
and refpeSi ; eafy and difengaged in private 
converfation with fuch a weight of affairs 
upon his fhoulders; of great learning, and 
as great a favourer and protedor <rf^ it;, 
intrepid by nature, as well as by the conici- 
oufnefs of his own integrity ; and a defpifer 
of money ; puriuing the true intereft of 
his Prince and country againfl all obfta- 
cles; fagacious to view into the remoteft. 

* Lord chamberlain, in the quer upon the removal of loni 
room of the marquis of Ktnt. iitdolfhin, 
t Chancellor of the exche- 

con- 
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confequcnces of things, by which all dif- 
ficulties fly before him ; a firm friend, and 
a placable enemy; facrificing his jufteft 
reientments, not only to publick good, 
but to common interceflion and acknow- 
ledgment. Yet with all thefe virtues, it 
muft be granted, there is Ibme mixture of 
human infirmity. His greateft admirers 
muft confefs his fkill at cards and dice to 
be very low and fuperficial ; in horfe-racing 
he is utterly ignorant; then to fave a few 
millions to the publick, he never regards 
how many worthy citizens he hinders from 
making up their plumb. And furely there 
is one thing never to be forgiven him ; 
that he delights to have his table filled 
with i/ack coatSy whom he ui^th as if they 
were gentlemen. 

My lord Dartmouth * is a man of let- 
ters, full of good fenfe, good nature, and 
honour; of ftrid virtue and regularity in 
his life; but labours under one great defqift, 
that he treats his clerks with more civility 
and good manners, than others in his fta* 
tion nave done the Queen, 

* lie fticceedpd the carl oi Sundtrland uficttitr/ of ftate. 

M 3 Omit- 
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Omitting fome others, I {hall clofe this 
charader of the prefent miniftry with that 
of Mr. St. John f , who from his youth ap- 
plying thcxfe admirable talents of nature 
and improvements of art to publick bufi- 
nefs, grew eminent in court and parlia- 
ment at an age, when the generality of 
mankind is employed in trifles and folly. 
It is to be lamented, that he hath not yet 
procured himfelf a bujyy important counter 
nance ; nor learned that profound part d 
wifdom, to be difficult of accefi. Besides, 
he hath clearly miftaken the true ufe <^ 
booh^ which he hath thumbed, and fpoile4 
with reading, when he ought to have 
miultiplied them on his (helves : not like a 
great man of my acquaintance, who knew 
a book by the back better than a friend 
by the face ; although he had never con- 
verfed with tiie former, and often with the 
latter. 

• Secretary of Rate in the room of Mr. Henry Bajle^ 
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NUMBER XXVII. 

Thurfday, February 8, 1710. 

Caput ejl in omni procuratioTic ncgotii et mu" 
neris publicif ut avarittac pcUatur etiam 
minima fufpicio^ 

THERE is no vice which mankind 
carries to fuch wild extremes, as that 
oi avarice. Thofe two, which {cemto rival 
it in tliis point, are luft and ambition : 
but die former is checked by difficulties 
and difeafcs, deftroys itfelf by its own pur- 
fuits, and ufually declines with old age % 
and the latter, requiring courage condu6l 
and fortune in a high degree, and meeting 
with a thou^nd dangers and opp<^tians, 
fucceeds too Seldom in an age to fall under 
icommon obfervation. Or, avarice is per- 
haps the fame pafTion with ambition ; on-^ 
ly placed in more i^oblc and dai^ardly 
minds, hy which tJie ob^d is changed 
from ^rwer to money. Or it may be that 
one man pvirfues power in order to wealth ; 
and another wedth in order to power \ 
which lafl is the fafer way, although longer 

M 4 . about J 
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about ; and, (biting with every period, as wel| 
as condition onife,unioregenerallyfbllpwed, 

However it be, the extremes of this 
pafCon are certainly more frequent thaa 
of any other; and often to a d^n^e (b atir 
iurd and ridiculous, that if it were not for 
their frequency, they could hardly otitain 
belief. Th&J^agiy which carries other fol-: 
lies and vices beyond nature and probabi- 
lity, f^s very ihort in the reprefentation^ 
of avarice ; nor are there any extravagan- 
cies in this kind defcribed by ancient or 
modem comedies, which are not out-done 
by an hundred inilances, commonly told 
among ourfelves. 

I am ready to conclude from hence, 
that a vipe, which keeps fo firm a hold 
upon human nature, and governs it with 
fo unlimited a tyranny, nnce it cannot 
wholly be ler^cated, ought at leafl to be 
confined to particular objeds ; to thnft 
and penury, to private fraud and extortion, 
and never fufFered to prey upon the pub- 
lick ; and fhould certainly be reje<£l«l as 
the mpfl imqualifying circumfbnce for 
any employment, where bribery and ccwn 
yuptipn can pofTibly entpr, 

.... .... ^ 
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If the mifchiefs of this vice in a publick 
ftation were confined to enriching only 
thofe particular perfons employed, the evil 
would be more fupportable: but it is 
ufiially quite otherwife. When a Jieward 
defrauds his lord^ he muft connive at the 
reft of the fervantSf while they are follow- 
ing the fame pradice in their feveralfpheres: 
(q that in fbme families you may obfervc 
a fubomation of knaves in a link down- 
wards to the very hel^ in the ftables, all 
cheating by concert, and with impunity. 
And even if this were all, perhaps the ma- 
tter could bear it without being undone % 
but it (o happens, that for every Ihilling 
the fervant gets by his iniquity, the mafter 
lofeth twenty; the perqumte? of fervants 
being but fmall compoutions for luffering 
fliopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
pleafe. It is exa<ftly the feme thing in a 
Aate: an avaricious man in office is in 
confederacy with the whole clan of his 
diftrid:, or dependence; which in modem 
terms of art is called to Hve and let live ; 
and yet their gains ^ the fmalleft part of 
the publick*s lofs. Give a guinea to a 
knavifh /^^-wtf^V^, and he £4!! connive 

at 
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at the merchant for cheating the Queen 
of ail hundred. A brewer gives a bribe to 
have the privilege of felling drink to the 
navy ; but the fraud is an hundred timet 
greater than the bribe, and the publick is 
at the whcde lofs. 

MoraliAs make two kinds of avarice: 
that oiCatalim^ alieni appetensyjiii profufus\ 
atid the other more generally underftood 
by that name, which is the endlefs defire 
of hoarding. But I take the former to 
be more dangerous in a Aate, becauie it 
mingles with ambition, which I think the 
latter cannot ; for although the fame breaft 
may be capable of admitting both, it b 
not able to cultivate them; and where 
the love of heaping wealth prevails, there 
is not in my opinion much to be appre- 
hended from ambition. The diigtace of 
that fordid vice is fooner apt to spread dian 
any other 3 and is always attended with the 
hatred and fcorn of the people : fo that 
whenever diofe two paflions happen to 
meet in the fame fubjed:, it is not unlikely 
that providence hath placed avaricg to fae 
a check upon ambition ', and I have reason 
to think, fome great minifiers of fltite liawe 
been of my opinion. 

The 
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The divine authority of holy writ, the 
precepts of philofbphers, the lafhes and 
ridicule of fatyrical poets, have been all 
employed in exploding this insatiable thirft 
of money ; and all equally controuled t^ 
the daily pradice of mankind. Nothing 
new remains to be laid upon the occaiion;- 
and if there did, I muft remember my 
charader, that I am an Examiner only, 
and not a Reformer. 

However, in thofe cafes where the 
frailties of particular men do nearly affeA 
the publick welfare, fuchas a prime minifter 
of ftate, or a great general of an army ; 
methinks there Ihould be fome expedient 
contrived to let them know impartially, 
what is the world's opini(»i in the point. 
Encompafled widi a crowd of depending 
Batterers, they are many degrees blinder 
to their own faults, than the common in- 
firmities of human nature can plead in 
their excufe. Advice dares not to be of- 
fered, or is wholly loft, or returned with 
hatred : and whatever appears in publick 
againft their prevailing vice, goes for no- 
thing ; being either not applied, or pafling 
only for Hbd and ilander proceeding from 
tlie malice and envy of pity. 
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I have fometimes thought, that if I liad 
lived at Rofm in the time of the firft tri- 
umvirate^ I fliould have been tempted to 
write a letter, as from an unknown hand, 
to thofe three great men, who had then 
ufurped the fovereign power; wherein I 
would freely and fincerely tell each of 
them that fault which I conceived was moft 
odious, and of worft confequence to the 
commonwealth. That to Crajfus (hould 
have been fent to him after his conquefts in 
Mefopotamiay and in the following terms, 

" To Marcus Crajfus, health, 

" TF you apply, as you ought, what I 
** -^ now write, you will be more obliged 
" to me than to all the world, hardly ex^ 
" cepting your parents, or your country. 
" I intend to tell you without difguife or 
<* prejudice the opinion, which the world 
" hath entertained of you \ and to let you 
" fee, I write this without any fort of ill 
" will, you fhall firft hear the fentiments 
" they have to your advantage. No man 
" difputes the gracefulnefs of your perfbn; 
<^ you are allowed to have a good and 

<' cleas 
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" clear underftanding, cultivated by the 
'* knowledge of men and manners, al- 
** though not by literature 'y you are no ill 
•* orator in the ienate ; you are faid to ex- 
** eel in the art of bridling and fubduing 
** your anger, and ftifling or concealing 
** your refentments ; you have been a moft 
** fuccefsful general, of long experience, 
" great condud, and much perfonal cou- 
** rage; you have gained many important 
** vidories for the commonwealth, and 
" forced the ftrongeft towns in Mefopo- 
** tamia to furrender, for which frequent 
^^ fupplkations have been decreed by the 
" fenate. Yet with all thefe qualities, and 
" this merit, give me leave to fay, you are 
** neither beloved by the Patricians nor 
" Pleheians at home, nor by the officers 
" or private foldiers of your own army 
" abroad. And do you know, CraJfuSy 
" that this is owing to a fault, of which 
** you may cure yourfelf by one minute's 
<* refledion? What fhall I fay ? You are 
*' thericheft perfon in the commonwealth; 
" you have no male child; your daughters 
" are all married to wealthy Patricians ; 
" you are far in the decline of life, and 
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" yet you are deeply flained with that o- 
" dious and ignoble vice of covetoufnefs, 
" It is affirmed, that you defcend even to 
*' the meaneft and mod fcandalous de- 
grees of it ; and while you poflefs fo 
many millions, while you are daily ac- 
quiring fo many more, you are fblicitous 
** liow to fave a {m^QfeJierce\ of which 
" an hundred ignominious inftances are 
" produced, and in all mens mouths. I 
" will only mention that paflage of the 
" htijkins*y which after abundance of per- 
" fuaiion, you would hardly (vSkx to be 
" cut from your legs, when they were fo 
" wet and cold, that to have kept them 
** on would have endangered your life. 

" Inilead of ufing the common ai^- 
" ments to diflliade you from this weak- 
** nefs, I will endeavour to convince you, 
" that you are really guilty of it ; and leave 
" the cure to your own good fenfe. Forper- 
" haps you are not yet perfuaded that this 
** is your crime; you have probably never 
" yet been reproached for it to your face; 
" and what you are now told comes from 
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" one unknown, and it may be from an 
*' enemy. You will allow yourfelf indeed 
** to be prudent in the management of 
" your fortune; you are not a prodigal, 
" like Clodhis^ or Catalim; but furely that 
" deferves not the name o^cwarke. I will 
inform you how to be convinced. Dif- 
guife your perfon, go among the com- 
** mon people in Rome^ introduce did. 
** courfcs about yourfelf, enquire your own 
** character: do the fame in your camp; 
" walk about it in the evening, hearken 
•' at every tent ; and if you do not hear 
" every mouth cenfuring, lamenting, curf- 
** ing this vice in you, and even you for 
" this vice, conclude yourfelf innocent. 
" If you be not yet perfuaded, fend for 
** Atticm^ Servius Sulpicius^ Cato, or Bru- 
" tus ; they are all your friends ; conjure 
" them to tell you ingenuoufly, which is 
" your great fault, and which they would 
" chiefly wifli you to correA ; if they do 
** not agree in their verdift, ijt the name of 
'* all the gods,, you are acquitted. 

" When your adverfaries refle(9: how 
<« far you are gone in this vice, they arc 
" tempted to talk as if we owed our fuc- 
** cedes not to your coura^<£ ot coYv^\>.^^ 
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** but to thofe veteran troops you com- 
*' mand ; who are able to conquer under 
** any general^ with fb many brave and 
** experienced officers to lead them. Be- 
** fides, we know the confequences your 
'< avarice hath often occafioned. The 
" fbldier hath been ftarving for bread) 
'* furrounded with plenty, and in an ene- 
" my*s country ; but all \xn6ia fafeguatds 
** and contributions \ which, if you had 
'* fbmetimes pleafed to have exchanged 
** for prffuifans^ might, at the expence of 
'' a few talents in a campaign, have fb 
" endeared you to the army, that they 
" would have defired you to lead them to 
*' the utmoft limits of AJia. But you 
** rather chofe to confine your conquefb 
" within the fiuitful coimtry of Mefopo- 
" tamia^ where plenty of money might 
" be raifed. How far that fatal greedinefs 
" of gold may have influenced you in 
" breaking off the treaty with tfie old 
" parthian king Orodes, you befl can tell; 
" your enemies charge you with it ^ your 
" friends offer nothing material in your 
" defence ; and all agree, there is nothii^ 
** fb pernicious, which the extremes of a- 
" varice may not be able to infpire. 
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** The moment you quit this vice, you 
** will be a truly great man ; and (till there 
** will imperfedions enough remain tocon- 
" vince us, you are not 2igod, Farewel." 

Perhaps a letter of this nature, fent to 
(b reafbnable a man as CraJfuSy might 
have put him upon examining into him- 
felf, and corre<9:ing that little fordid ap- 
petite fo utterly inconflftent with all pre- 
tences to heroifm. A vouth in the heat of 
blood may plead with fome fhew of rea- 
fbn, that he is not able to fubdue his lufts. 
An ambitious man may ufe the fame ar- 
guments for his love of power ; or perhaps 
other arguments to juftify it But excefs 
of avarice hath neither of thefe pleas to 
ofier; it is not to be jufti£ed, and cannot 
pretend temptation for excufe. Whence 
can the temptation come? Reafon dif- 
daims it altc^ether; and it cannot be (aid 
to lodge in the blood', or the animal fpirits. 
So that I conclude, no man of true valour^ 
and true underfiandingy upon whom this 
vice hath fiolen unawares^ when he is con* 
vinced he is guilty y willjuffer it to remain 
in bis breaji an hour, 

N i;\i>^- 
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NUMBER XXVIir. 
Thnrfday, February 15, 1710. 

hiultus tit tu riferis Cotyttia f 

An anfwer to the letter to the Examiner. 

SIR, London^ Feb. 1^. i-jiO'iu 

ALTHOUGH I have wanted leifure 
to acknowledge the honour of a 
letter, you was pleafed to write to me a- 
bout fix months ^o; yet I have been very 
careful in x obeying fome of your com- 
mands, and am going on as faft as I can 
with the reft. I wifli you had thought fit 
to have conveyed them to me by a more 
private hand than that of the printing- 
houfe : for, although I was pleafed with a 
pattern of ftyle and fpirit, which I pro- 
pofed to imitate, yet I was forry the world 
fliould be a witaefs how far I fell fhort in 
both. 

I am afraid you did not conflder, what- 
an abundance of work you have cut out 
for me ; neither am I at all comforted by 
the promife you are fo kind to make, that 

when 
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when I hcwe performed my tafk^ D n 

Jhall^ hlujh in his grave among the deady 
Walpole among the livings and ^S7t Volpone 
fljall feel fome remcrfe. How the gentleman 
in his grave may have kept his counte- 
nance, I cannot infonn you, having no 
acquaintance at all with the fexton : but 
for the other two, I take leave to aflure you, 
there have not yet appeared the leaft figns 
of bluJJjing or remorfe in either, although 
fofne very good opportunities have offered, 
if they had thought fit to accept them : 
fo that with your permiflion, I had rather 
engage to continue this work until they be 
in their graves too; which I am fure will 
happen much fooner than the other. 

You defire I would colled y^^i>z^ of^^ofe 
indignities offered lafi year to her majefly. 
I am ready to oblige you ; and have got 
a pretty tolerable coUedion by me, which 
I am in doubt whether to publifh by itfelf 
in a large volume in folio, -or fcatter them 
here and there occafionally in my papers. 
Although indeed I am fometimes thinking 
to ftifle them altogether ; becaufe fuch a 
hiftory will be apt to give foreigners a 
monftrous opinion of our country. 5ut 

N 2 te:a. 
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{ince it is your abfblute opinion, that the 
world (hould be informed ; I will with the 
firft occafion pick out a few choice inftancesy 
and let them take their chance in the cnfii- 
ing papers. I have likewife in my cabinet, 
certain quires of paper filled with fe6fe of 
corruption, mifmanagement, cowardice, 
treachery, avarice, ambition, and the like; 
with an alphabetical table, to fave trouble. 
And perhaps you will not wonder at the 
care I take to he fo well ^ovided, when. 
you confidcr the vaft expence I am at. 
I feed weekly two or three wit-Jiarved 
writers, who have no other vifible fup- 
port ; befldes feveral others, who Hve upon 
my ofFals. In fhort, I am like a nurfe, 
who fuckles twins at one time; and hath 
befidcs one or two whelps conAantly to 
draw her breads. 

I muft needs confefs (and it is with 
grief I fpeak it) that I have been the in- 
nocent caufe of a great circulation of dul- 
nefs : at the fame time I have often wcm- 
dered, how it hath come to pals, that thefe 
induftrious people after poring fo con- 
ftantly upon the Examiner, a paper writ 
with plain fenfe and in a tolerable flyle, 

have 
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have made fo litde improvement. I am 
fure it would have fallen out quite other- 
wife with me : for by what I have feen of 
their performances (and I am credibly in- 
formed, they ■ are all of a piece) if I had 
perufed them until now, I fhould have 
been fit for litde, but to make an advocate 
in the lame caufe. 

You, fir, perhaps will wonder, as mofl 
others do, what end thefe angry folks pro- 
pofe in writing perpetiially againft the 
Examiner: it is not to beget a better 
opinion of the late miniftry, or with any 
hope to convince the world, that I am in 
the wrong in any one fad: I relate; they 
know all that to be. loft labour, and yet 
their defign is important enough: they 
would fain provoke me, by all forts of 
methbds within the length of their ca- 
pacity, to anfwer their papers; which 
would render mine wholly ufelefs to the 
pubUck: for if it once came to rejoinder 
and reply, we fhbuld be all upon a level ; 
and then their work would be done. 

There is one gentleman * indeed, who 
hath written three fmall pamphlets upon 

* Dr. Harct afterwards bifhop oiChuheJier, 
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the management of the war, and the treaty 
of peace. Thefe I had intended to have 
beftowed a paper in exammng ; and could 
eafily have made it appear, uiat whatever 
he fays of truth, relates not at all to the 
evils we complain of, or controuls one 
jyllable of what I have ever advanced. 
No body that I know of, did ever difpute 
the duke of Marlborough^ s courage, con- 
dud, or fucccfsj they have been always 
unqueflionable, and will continue to be fo 
in 4>ig^^ o^ ^^ malice of his enemies, or, 
which is yet more, the weahtefs of his 
advocates. The nation only wifhes to fee 
him taken out of ill hands, and put into 
better. But what is all this to the cpndud 
of the late miniftry, the fhameful. mif- 
managements in Spam, or the wrong fleps 
in the treaty of peace ; the fecret of which 
will not bear the light, and is confequent- 
ly, by this author very poorly defended? 
Thefe, and many other things, I would 
have fhewn ; but upon fecond thoughts, de- 
termined to have it done in a difcourfe by 
itfelf, rather than take up room here, and 
break into the deiign of this paper, fiom 
whence I have refdved to banifh contro- 

vcrfy 
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verfy as much as poflible. But tKe poft- 
fcript to his third pamphlet 'was enough 
to difguft me from having any dealings at 
all with fuch a writer ; unlefs that part was 
left to fome footman he hath picked up 
among the boys who follow the camp, 
whofe charader it would fuit much better 
than that of the luppofed author : at leaft, 
the foul language, the idle, impotent me- 
naces, and the grofs perverting of an in- 
nocent expreffion in the fourth Examiner ^ 
joined to that refped L fhall ever have for 
the fundionofa divine^ would incline me 
to believe fb. But when he turns off his 
footman^ and difclaims that poftfcript, I 
will tear it out, and fee how far the reft 
deferves to be confidered. 

But Hr, I labour under a much greater 
dif&ulty, upon which I {hould be glad to 
hear your advice. I am worried cai one 
fide by the ixhigs for being X.00 feverc, 
and by the tories on the other for being 
too gentle. I have formerly hinted a com- 
plaint of this ; but having lately received 
two peculiar letters, among many others, 
I thought nothing could better reprefent 
jriy condition, or the opinion tvhich the 

N 4 waicft. 
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warm men of both iides have of my con^ 
dud, than to fend you a tranfcriptof each* 
The former is exadly in theie words-; 

" To the Examiner* . 

. "Mr. EXAMINER. 

« BY your continual refleding up 
'< on the condud of the late mimftry, 
" and by your encomiums on the prefent, 
" it is dx cUar as the fun at nmhday^ that 
<* you are e^jejuit^ or nonjuror^ employed 
" by the friaids of the pretender to cn^ 
" deavour to introduce /i^^ 2xAJlavery 
** and arbitrary fcwer^ and to infringe the 
^^ /acred A^t ior toleration efdijfeniers. Now 
** fir, fince the moft ingenious authors^ who 
^< write weekly againfl you, are not abl^ 
" to teach you better manners, I would 
" have you to know, that thofe great and 
*^ excellent men, as low as you tmnk them 
" at prefent, do not want friends that will 
** take the firft proper occafion to cut your 
*' throaty as all fuch enemies to modertk^ 
" tion ought tp be fcrved. It is well you 
'< have cleared another perfon from bofi^ 
^' author of your curfed libels; although 

"d— m 
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** d — m mc, pcrliaps after all, that may 
** be a bamboozle too. However, I hope 
** we. fhall foon ferret you out. Therefore 
I advife you as a friend to let fall your 
pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience 
'* is now at an end. It is enough to lofe 
our power and employments, without 
fetting the whole nation againft us. 
** ConfideT) three years is the life of a 
** party ; d — m mc, every dog hath his day-, 
^* and it will be our turn next : therefore 
** take warning, and learn to jleep in a 
*' whole 'Jkin j or, whenever we are upper- 
" mod, by G — d you fhall find no mer- 
<« cy." 

The other letter was in the following 
terms : 

" To the Examiner, 

"SIR, 

" I am a country member y and conilant^ 
'* ly fend a dozen of your papers down to 
*' my eUBoru I have read them all, but 
**• I confeis, not with the iatisfadlion I eX'^ 
**■ peded. It is plain you know a great 

"deal 
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deal more than you write: why will you 
not let us have it all out ? We are told, 
that the Queen hath been a long time 
treated with infclence by thole, (he 
hath moft obliged. Pray fir, let us have 
a few good ftories upon that head. We 
have been cheated of feveral milUons ; 
why will not you let a mark on the 
knaves who are guilty, and fhew us 
what ways they took to rob the publick 
at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how we came 
to be difappointed of peace about two 
years ago. In fhort, turn the whole 
myftery of iniquity infide out, that e- 
very body may have a view of it. But 
above all explain to us, what was the 
bottom of that fame impeachment: I am 
fiirc I never liked it ; for at that very 
time a diffenting preacher in our neigh- 
bourhood came often to fee our parfon ; 
it could be for no good, for he would 
walk about the barns and the fmbles, 
and defired to look into the church, as 
ichojhouldfay^ Thefe will Jhortly be mine: 
and we all believed, he was then con- 
triving fome alterations, againfl he got 
into poffcflion. And I Ihall never forget 

that 
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** that a whig jujlice offered me then very 
*' high for my bifhop's leafe. I muft be 
" fo bold to tell you, fir, that you are too 
'* favourable : lam fiire there was no living 
" in quiet for us, while they were in the 
^^ f addle. I was turned out of the commif- 
** fion, and called a Jacobite^ although it 
** coft me a thouland pounds in joining 
" with the prince of Orange at the rew- 
" lution. The difcoverics I would have you 
" make, are of fome fads, for which they 
" ought to be lianged; not that I value 
" their heads, but I would fee them ex- 
** poled, which may be done upon the 
'* owners Jhoulders as well as upon a pole,'^ 
etc, 

Thcfe, fir, are the fentiments of a whole 
party on one fide, and of confiderable 
numbers on the other : however, taking 
the «/^<a^/2^;« between thefe extremes, I think 
to go on as I have hitherto done, although 
I am fenfible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the 
favourable fide. For nothing delights the 
people more, than to fee their oppreflbrs 
humbled, and all their adions painted 

with 
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with proper colours, fet out in open view, 
exaSios tyrannos dmfum humeris hibit aurt 
vulgus. 

But as for the wbigs^ I am in Jbme 
doubt, whether this mighty concern, they 
fhew for the honour of the late minifiry, 
may not be affefbed; at leaft whether 
their mafters will thank them for their 
zeal in flich a caufe. It is, I think, a 
known flory of a gendeman, who fought 
another for calling him^ of a whore \ 
that the lady defired her vxl to make 
no more qu^urels upon that fubje&, he- 
caufe it was true. For pray, fir, doth it not 
look like a jeft, that fuch a pernicious 
crew, after draining our wealth, and dif- 
covering the moft deftrudive defigns a- 
gainfl our church and Aate, inftead of 
thanking fortune that they are got off &fe 
in their perfons and plunder, fhould hire 
thefe bullies of the pen, to defend their 
reputations ? I remember, I thought it the 
hardefl cafe in the world, when a poor 
acquaintance of mine having fallen in a- 
mong fharpers, where he loft all his mo- 
ney, and then complaining he was cheated, 
got a good beating into die bargain for 

offering 
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offering to affront gentlemen, I believe the 
only reafon, why thcfe ptirloiners of the 
publick caufe fuch a clutter to be made 
about their reputations, is to prevent in- 
quifitions that might tend towards making 
them refund : like thofc women they call 
Jhop-lifters^ who, when they are challenged 
for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted for fear of being fearched. 
I will difmifs you, fir, when I have 
taken notice of one particular. Perhaps 
you may have obferved in the tolerated 
factious papers of the week, that the earl 
of Rochejier is frequently reflefted on for 
having been ecclejiaftical commifftoner^ and 
hrd t^eafurery in the reign of the late king 
jfames. The fad is true ; and it will not 
be denied, to his immortal honour, that 
becaufe he could not comply with the 
meafurcs then taking, he rengned both 
thofe employments ; of which the latter 
was immediately fupplied by a commiflion, 
compofed of two popifh lords, and the 
prefent earl oiGodolphin. 
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NUMBER XXIX. 
Thurfday, February 22, 1710. 

%amfmnma infortunae bonis , turn extuUp 
fe in potefiatey non fuijfe infolentem in 
pecunia^ non fe praetulijfe aliis propter 
abundantiam fortunae, 

I AM confcious to myfelf, that I write 
this paper with no other intention but 
that of doing good. I never received in- 
jury from the late miniflry ; nor advantage 
from the prefent, farther than in common 
with every good fubjed. There were a- 
mong the former one or two, who muft 
be allowed to have pofleflcd very valuable 
qualities; but proceeding by a fyftem of 
politicks which our conftitution could not 
fufFer, and difcovering a contempt of all 
religion, efpecially of that which hath been 
fo happily cftabliflied among us ever fince 
the reformation ; they feem to have been 
juftly fufpe(£led of no very good inclina- 
tions to either. 

It is pofllble, that a man may fpecula- 
tively prefer the conftitution of another 

coun- 
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counter, or ari Utopia of his own, before 
that ot the nation where he is born and 
lives ; yet, from confidering the dangers 
of innovation, the corruptions of mankind, 
and the frequent impoflibility of reducing 
ideas to pradice, he may join heartily in 
preferving the prefent order of things, and 
be a true friend to the government al- 
ready fettled. So in religion, a rrian may 
perhaps have little or none of it at heart ; 
yet if he conceals his opinions, if he en- 
deavours to make no profelytes, advances 
no impious tenets in writing ordifcourfe; 
if according to the common atheiftical 
notion, he believes religion to be only a 
contrivance of politicians for keeping the 
vulgar in awe ; and that the prefent model 
is better adjufted .than any other to fo 
ufeful an end ; although the condition of 
fuch a man, as to his own future ftate, 
be very deplorable ; yet providence, which 
often works good out of evil, can make 
even fuch a man an inftrument for con- 
tributing towards the prefervation of the 
church. 

On the other fide; I take a flate to be 
truly in danger, both as to its religion and 

govern- 
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government, when a fett of ambitious po* 
Uticians, bred up in a hatred to the con* 
fiitution, and a contempt for all religion, 
are forced upon exerting thefe qualities in 
order to keep or increafe their power, by 
widening their bottom, and taking in (like 
Mahomet) fome principles from every par- 
ty, that is in any way difcontented at the 
prefent faith and fettlement; which was 
manifeftly our cafe. Upon this bccaiion, 
I remember to have afked fome confideia- 
bic wbigsy whether it did not brin^ a di^ 
reputation upon their body, to have the 
whole herd of prefbyterians, independents, 
athcifls, anabaptifts, deifts, quakers, and 
focimam openly and univerfally lifted un- 
der their banners ? They anfwered, that 
all this was abfolutelyneceflary in order 
to make a balance againft the tories*, and 
all little enough : for indeed, it was as 
much as they could pofUbly do, althou^ 
a/liftcd with the abfolute power of difpo- 
fing every employment; while the bulk of 
the ejjglijh gentry kept firm to their old 
principles in church and ftate. 

But notwithftanding what I have hi- 
therto faid, I am informed, feveral anaoag 

the 
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the whigs continue ftill fo refradory, that 
they will hardly allow the heads of their 
■ party to have entertained any defigns of 
ruining the conftitution; or that they 
would have endeavoured it, if they had 
continued in power. I beg their pardon, 
if I have difcovered a fecret ; but who 
could imagine they ever intended it fhould 
be one after thofe ovej-t a&s, with which 
they thought fit to conclude thdv farced 
But perhaps they now find it convenient 
to deny vigoroully j that the queftion may 
remain, ^uohy was the old minijiry changed^ 
which they urge on without ceafing, as 
if no occafion in the leaft had been given ; 
but that all were owing to the infinuations 
of crafty men, pradtifing upon the weak- 
nefs of an eafy prince: I fhall therefore 
offer among an hundred one reafon for 
this change, which I think would juftify 
any monarch, who ever reigned, for the 
like proceeding. 

It is notorious enough, how highly 
princes have been blamed in the hiftories 
of all countries, particularly of our <3wn, 
upon the account of their minions^ who 
have been ever juftly odious to the people 
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for their iiifolcnce and avarice, and engrof- 
ling the favours of their mailers. Whoever 
hath been the leaft converfant in the eng- 
lip ftory, cannot but have heard oiGavef- 
ton, the Spencers^ and Ibme others ; who 
by the excefs and abufe of their power 
coft the princes they ferved, or rather go- 
verned, their crowns and lives. However, 
in the cafe of mhiionsy it muft at leaft be 
acknowledged, that the prince is pleafed 
and happy, altliough his fubjeds be ag- 
grieved ; and he has the plea of friendfliip 
to excufe him, which is a difp6{ition of 
generous minds. Befides, a wife miniony 
although he be haughty to others, is hum- 
ble and infinuating to his matter, and cul- 
tivates his favour by obedience and re- 
fpe6t. But our misfortiuie hath been a 
great deal worfe; we have fufiered for 
fome years under the oppreiHon, the ava- 
rice, and infolencc of thofe, for whom the 
Queen had neither eftecm nor friendfhip; 
who rather feemcd to fnatch their own 
dues, than receive the favour of their fo* 
vereign ; and were fo far from returning 
relpedl, tliat they forgot common good 
manners. They impofed on their prince> 

by 
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by urging the mcefftty of affairs of their 
own creating : they firft raifed difficulties, 
and then offered them as argurtients to 
keep thcmfelves in power. They united 
themfclvcs, againft nature and principle, 
to a party they had always abhorred, and 
which was now content to come in uj.K>n 
any terms, leading them and their crea- 
tures in full poflcllion of the court : then 
they urged the formidable ftrength of that 
party, and the dangers which muft follow 
by difobliging it. So that it feems almoft 
a miracle, how a princefs thus befieged 
on all fides could alone have courage and 
prudence enough to extricate herfelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftory 
relating to this matter, which well deferv- 
eth to be confidcTcd. When her majefty 
came to the crown, fhe tot^k into favour 
and employment fcveral perlons, who were 
efteemcd me beft friends of the old con- 
ftitution ; among whom none were reck- 
oned farther gone in the high-church prin- 
ciples (as they are ufually called) than two 
or three who had at that time moft credit ; 
and ever fince, until within thcfe few 
months, poflcflcd all power at court. So 

O 2 ^^ 
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that the lirft umbrage given to the whigs, 
and the pretences for clamouring againft 
Frame and the pretetider^ were derived 
from them. And I believe, nothing ap- 
peared then more imlikely, than that fuch 
different opinions fliould ever incorporate; 
that party having upon former occafions 
treated thofe very perfons with enmity 
enough. But fome lords then about court, 
and in the Queen's good graces, not able 
to endure thofe growing impofidons upon 
the prince and people, prefumed to inter- 
pofc J and were confequently foon remov- 
ed and difgraced. However, when a mofl 
exorbitant grant was propofed, antecedent 
to any vifibic merit, it mifcarried in par- 
liament for want of being feconded by 
thofe, who had mofl credit in the houfe j 
and who, having always oppofed the like 
cxceflcs in a former reign, thought it their 
duty to do fo flill to fhew tlic world, that 
the diflike was not againfl perfons, but 
things. But this was to crofs the oligarchy 
in the tcnderefl point ; a point which 
outweighed all confiderations of duty and 
gratitude to their prince, or regard to the 
conftitution : and therefore, after having 

in 
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in fcveral private meetings condertcd mea- 
furcs with their old enemies, and granted 
as well as received conditions ; they bega^ 
to change their ftyle and their countenance, 
and to put it as a maxim in the mouths of 
their emifliirics, xhRtE?iglandmuJlbefaved 
by whigs. This unnatural Jcague was af- 
terwards cultivated by another incident, I 
mean the aSi of fecurity^ and the confe- 
quenccs of it, which every body knows ; 
when (to ufe the words of my correfpon- 
dent*) thefovereign authority was parcelled 
out among the faBiorty and made the pur- 
chafe of inde^nnity for an offending minijler» 
Thus the union of the two kingdoms im- 
proved that between the miniftry and the 
juntOy which was afterwards cemented by 
their mutual danger in that ftorm they fo 
narrowly efcaped about threeycars ago, but 
however was not quite perfeded till prince 
Cr^<7r^^Vf death; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both fatislied with their 
feveral fhares, and at full liberty to gratify 
their predominant inclinations ; tlie firft, 
their avarice and ambition ; the other, their 
models of innovation in church and ftate. 

* Letter to the ExnmiHer. 
. \ Prince Gtor^e ol" Dciwiark, Iiufband to the queen. 
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Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive 
that baffled queflion, why was the late mi' 
niftry changed^ may receive the following 
anfwer : that it was become neceflary by 
the infolcncc and avarice of fome about 
the Queen, who in order to perpetuate 
their tyranny had made a monftrous al- 
liance with thofc, who profefs principles 
deftrudtiv c to our religion andgovemment. 
If this will not fufficc j let him make an 
abftradl of all tlic abufcs I have mentioned 
in my former papers, and view them to- 
gether ; after which if he ftill remain un- 
fatisfied, let him fufpend his opinion a few 
weeks longer. Ahhoiigh after all, I think 
the qucftion as trifling as that of the pa*- 
pifts, when they afk us, 'where was cur rt" 
ligion before Lulhcr ? And indeed the mi- 
niftry was changed for the fame reafbns 
that religion was reformed; becaufe a 
thoufand corruptions had crept into the 
difcipline and doSlrine of the Jlate by the 
pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the am- 
bition of thofe, who adminijlered to us infe' 
cular affairs. 

I heard myfelf cenfured the other day 
in a coffce-houfe for feeming to glance in 

the 
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the letter to Crajfus againft a great man, 
who is ftill in employment, and likely to 
continue fo. What if I had really intended 
that fuch an application fliould be given 
it ? I cannot perceive how I could be jufll^ 
blamed for fo gentle a reproof. If I faw a 
handfome young fellow going to a ball at 
court with a great y;/?^/ upon his face; 
could he take it ill in me to point out the 
place, and defire him with abundance of 
good words to pull out his handkerchief 
'and wipe it off; or bring him to a glafs, 
where he might plainly fee it with his 
own eyes? Dodi any man tliink I fliall 
fuffcr my pen to inveigh againft vices, 
only becaufe they arc charged upon per- 
fons, who are no longer in power ? Every 
body knows, that certain vices are more 
or lefs pernicious according to the ftations 
of thofe, who poflefs diem. For example, 
lewdnefs and intemperance are not of fo 
bad confequences in a town-rake, as in a 
divine ; cowardice in a lawyer is more fup- 
portable, than in an officer of the army. 
If I fliould find fault with an admiral, be- 
caufe he w2LnttA politenefs ; or an alderman, 
for not underftanding Greeks tliat indeed 

O 4 >NO\\\ji 
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would Ix: to go out of the way for occa- 
fion of quarrelling. But cxccflivc avarice 
in a general is, I think, the greateft dcfedk 
he can be liable to, next to the want of 
courage and conduct, and may be attended 
with the moft ruinous confequcnces, as it 
was in Crnjj'us^ who to that vice alone 
owed the deftrudlion of himfelf and his 
army. It is the fame thing in praifing mens 
excellencies ; which are more or left valu- . 
able, as the perfon you commend hath oc- 
cafion to employ them. A man may per- 
haps mean honeflly ; yet if he be not able 
to fpell, he fhall never have my vote to be 
a fccretary. Another may have wit and 
learning in a port: v/here honefty with 
plain common fenfe are of much more 
life. You may praife a foldier for his ikill 
at chifsy becaufe it is faid to be a military 
game, and the emblem of drawing up an 
army; but this to a treafurer would be no 
more a compliment, than if you called 
him a y^amrjlcr^ or i\. jockey. 

P. S. I have received a letter relating 
to Mr. G?'ee?iJ}jiel(.{s ; tlie perfon that 
fait it may know, that I will /ay 
fomcdijng to it in the next paper. 

NUM-. 
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NUMBER XXX. 
Thurfday, February 22, 1710. 

^ae enim domtis tarn Jiabilisy quae tarn 
jirma civitas eji, quae non odiis atque 
dijftdiis fundhus pojftt evertif 

IF we examine what focieties of men are 
in clofeft union among themfelves, we 
fliall find them either to be thofe, who are 
engaged in fome evil defign, or who la- 
bour under one common misfortune. Thus 
the troops of banditti in fevcral countries 
abroad, the knots of highwaymen in our 
own nation, the feveral tribes oijharpers^ 
thieves^ zxA pick-pockets^ with many others, 
are fo firmly knit together, that nothing 
is more difficult than to break or diflblve 
their i^wtxA gangs : fo likewife thofe, who 
are fellow-fufferers under any misfortune, 
whether it be in reality or opinion, are 
ufually contraded into a very ftridt union ; 
as we may obferve in th& papijis through- 
out this kingdom under thofe real diffi- 
culties, which are juftly puton them ; and 
in the fevcral fchifms ofprejbytmans, and 

other 
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other fe£ls, under that grievous perfecution 
of the modern kind, called want ofpcnoer. 
And the reafon why fuch confederacies are 
kept fo facred and inviolable, is very plain; 
becaufe in each of thofe cafes I have men- 
tioned, the whole body is moved by one 
fpirit in purfuit of one general end, and 
the intereft of individuals is not croiled by 
each other, or by the whole. 

Now both thcfe motives are joined to 
unite the high-fiymg ivhigs at prefent : they 
have been always engaged in znevil defign^ 
and of late they arc faft, or rivetted by 
that terrible calamity, the lofs of power. 
So that whatever defign a mifchicvous 
crew of dark confederates may poflibly 
entertain, who will flop at no means to 
compafs them, may be juftly apprehended 
from thefe. 

On the other fide, tliofe who wifh well 
to the publick, and would gladly contri- 
bute to its fervice, arc apt to differ in their 
opinions about the methods of promoting 
it ; and when their party flourifhes, arc 
fometimes envious at thcfe in power ; ready 
to over- value their own merit, and be im- 
patient until it be rewarded by the mea- 

fure 
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furc they have prefcribed for themfelves. 
There is a farther topick of contention, 
which a ruling party is apt to fall into in 
relation to rctrofpeSiions^ and enquiry into 
paft mifcarriages; wherein^Sw^are thought 
too warm and zealous, others too cool and 
remifs j while in the mean time thefe di- 
vifions are induftrioufly fomented by the 
difcarded fadion ; which, although it be 
an old pradice, hath been much improved 
in the fchools of the jefuitSy who, when 
tliey defpaired of perverting this nation to 
popery by arguments or plots againft the 
ftate, fent their cmiflaries to fubdivide us 
into fchifms. And this expedient is now 
with great propriety taken up by our men 
of incenfed moderation ; becaufe they fup- 
pofe themfelves able to attack the ftrongeft 
of our fubdivifions, and to fubdue us one 
after another. Nothing better refembles 
this proceeding, than that famous combat 
between the Horatii and Curiatii ; where 
two of the former being killed, the third, 
who remained entire and untouched, was 
able to kill his three wounded adverfaries, 
after he had divided them by a ftratagem. 
I well know witli how tender a hand all 

this 
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this flioulcl be touched ; yet at the fame 
time I think it my duty to warn the friends, 
as well as expofe the enemies of the pub- 
lick weal ; and to begin preaching up union 
upon tlic firft fufpicion, that any fteps are 
made to difturb it. 

But the two chief fubjedls of difcontent, 
which upon moft great changes in the ma- 
nagement of publick affairs are apt to 
breed differences among thofe who are in 
poflefTion, arc what I have juft now men- 
tioned ; a dcfire of punifhing the corrup- 
tion of former managers ; and die reward- 
ing merit among thofe who have been 
any way inftnuncntal or confenting to the 
change. The firft of thcfe is a point fo 
nice, that I fhall purpofcly wave it: but 
the latter I take to fall properly within my 
diftrid:. By fnerit I here underftand that 
value, which every man puts upon his own 
dcfervings from the publick. And I be- 
lieve, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that oifay- 
majler-general to this fort of merit ; or a 
more noify, crowded place, than a court 
o{ judicature creited to fettle and adjuft 
every man's claim upon that article. I 

ima^c, 
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imagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
of the ancient poets, they would have 
xlreffcd it up after their manner into an 
agreeable fiction; and given as a genealogy 
and defcription of merity perhaps not very 
different from that which follows. 

A poetical genealogy and defcription of 
MERIT. 

" That true Merit was the fon of 
" Virtue and Honour ; but that there was 
" likewife a fpurious child, who ufurped 
** the name, and whofe parents were Va- 
** 7iity and Impudence. That at a diftance 
" there was a great refemblance between 
" them, and they were often miftaken for 
" each other. That the baflard iffue had 
** a loud fhrill voice^ which was perpetually 
". employed in cravings and complai?jts ; 
" while the other never fpoke louder than 
" z.whifper-i and Was often fo bafliful, that 
" he could not fpeak at all. That in all 
" great aflemblies the falfe Merit would 
" ftep before the true^ and ftand juft in 
** his way ; was conftantly at court, or 
** great mens levees-^ or whilpering in fome 
" minifter's ear. That the more you fed 
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' him, the more hungry and importunate 
' he grew. That he often pafleid for the 

* true fon of Virtue and HonouTy and the 
' genuine for an impoftor. That he was 

* bom diftorted and a dwarf, but by force 
' of art appeared of a handfbme fhape, 
*■ and taller than the ufual fize; and that 

* none but thofe, who were wife and good 

* as well as vigilant, could difeover his 

* littlenefs or deformity. That the true 
' Merit had been often forced to the in- 

* dignity of applying to xHoRfalfe for his 

* credit with thole in power, and to keep 

* himfelf from ftarving. ThaX falfe Merit 

* filled the anti-chambers with a crew of 

* his dependents and creatures, fiich as 

* proje&ors, fchematijis^ occajiofud converts 

* to a party, projiitute flatterers, Jiarveling 

* writers, buffoons, fljalhw politicians^ empty 

* orators, and the like; who all owned 

* him for their patron, and grew difeon^ 

* tented, if they were not immediately 

* fed." 



This metaphorical defcription o{ falfe 
Merit is, I doubt, calculated for moft 
countries in chriftendom ; as to our own, 

Ibc- 
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I believe it may be (aid with a fuffi- 
cient referve of charity, that we are fully- 
able to reward every man among us ac- 
cording to his real defervings: and I think, 
I may add without fufpicion of flattery, 
that never any prince had a miniftry with 
a better judgment to diftinguifh between 
falfe and real merits than that which is now 
at the helm ; or whofe inclination, as well 
as interefl:, was greater to encourage the lat- 
ter. And it ought to be obferved, that thofe 
great and excellent perfons we fee at the 
head of affairs, are of the queen's oxe»;;, 
perfonal-t voluntary choice ; not forced upon 
her by any infolent^ (yuer-grown favourite^ 
or by the pretended neceflity of complying 
with an unruly faSiiOn. 

Yet thefe are the perfons, whom thofe 
fcandals to the prcfs in their daily pam- 
phlets and papers openly revile at fo 
ignominious a rate, as I believe was ne- 
ver tolerated before under any govern- 
ment. For furely no lawful power derived 
from a prince mould be fo far affronted, 
as to leave thofe who are in authority ex- 
pofed to every fcurrilous libeller : becaufc 
in this point I make a mighty difference 
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between thofe who arc ///, and thofe who 
are ota of power; not upon any regard to 
their perfons, but the ftations they are 
placed in by the fovereign. And if my 
diftindtion be right, I think I might appeal 
to any man, whether if aftranger were to 
read the invectives which are daily pub- 
lifhcd againft the prefent miniftry, and the 
outrageous fury of the authors againft me 
for cenfuring the laft ; he would not con- 
clude the ^Jh'p■s to be at this time in full 
poflcflion of power and favour, and the 
ion'es entirely at mercy. But all this now 
ccafes to be a wonder, Unce the queen 
herlelf is no longer fpared; witnefs the 
libel publiflied fome days ago under the 
title of yl letter to fir Jacob Banks, where 
the reflexions upon her ficred majefty are 
much more plain and dired:, than ever the 
Exajuincr thought lit to publifli againft 
the moft obnoxious perfons in a miniftry 
difcarded for endeavour! ng the ruin of 
their prince and country. Cafiir indeed 
threatened to hang the firates for prefum- 
ing to difturb him, while he was their 
prifoner aboard their /hip. But it was 
Cccfar who did fo, and he did it to a crew 

of 
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oipublkk robbers \ and it became the great- 
nefs of his fpirit, for he lived to execute 
what he had threatenedi Had th^ been 
in his power and fent fuch a meflage, it 
could be imputed to nothing but the ex- 
tremes of impudence, folly, or madnefs. 

I had a letter laft week, relating to Mr. 
Greenjhields an epifcopal cXtv^vnSiW oi Scot- 
land^ and the writer fecms to be a gende- 
man of that part oiBritam, I remember 
formerly to have read a printed account 
of Mr. Greenjhields'' s cafe, who has been . 
. profecuted and fdenced for no other rea- 
fon befides reading divine fervice after the 
manner of the church of England to his 
own congregation, who defired it; though, 
as the gendeman who writes to me fays, 
there is no law in Scotland againft thofe 
meetings ; and he adds, that the fentence 
pronounced againft Mr. Greenftmlds mil 
jQon be affirmed^ iffaft^ care be not taken to 
prevent it. I am altogether uninformed in 
the particulars of tliis cafe, and befides, to 
treat it juftly would not come within the 
compafs of my paper ; therefore I could 
wifh the gendeman would undertake it in 
a difcourfe by itfelf j and I fhould be glad 

P Vw^ 
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he would infiinii die puUklLiii one'&ftv 
vrheidaa epifapal aflemblies an fredy al- 
lowed in Sa$kttidf It is nobxious, that 
abundance of their clergy fled fiooi thence 
finne years ago into EngkuidzxMMrelatidj 
as from a perfecution ; but it was alledged 
by dieir enemies, diat they lefiifed to take 
the oaths to the government^ which how- 
ever none of diem fcrujded when they, 
came among us. It is Jbmewhat extraor- 
dinary to fee our wbigs zoAfimatich keep; 
fuch a fHr about ^ /acred aBtfpleratimy 
while their brethren will not alkiw a con- 
nivance in fb near a neighbourhood ; efpe- 
cially if what the gendeman infifls on i 
his letter be true, that nine parts in ten 
the nobility and gentry, and two in 
of the commons zxeptfcopal^ of which one! 
argumenthe ofierethistheprefent choiceof^ 
their reprefentadves in both houfes, thougfij 
oppofed to the utmofl by the preaci 
threatenings^ and anathemas of the 
Such ufage to a majori^ may, as he thinksi 
be of dangerous confequence ; and I 
tirely agree with him. If thefe be the 
principles oi^<&high-kirky Godpreferve, at 
leafl the fouthem parts from their tyranny. 

NUM* 
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Ex refabellas, 

T Had laft week fent me by an unknown 
•*• hand a paflage out of Plato-, with fome 
hints how to apply it. That author puts 
a fable into the mouth oi AriJiophaneSy 
with an account of the original of love : 
that mankind was at firft created with four 
arms and legs, and all other parts double 
to what they are now ; till Jupiter y as a 
.punifhment for his fins, cleft him in two 
with a thunderbolts fince which time we 
are always looking out for our other half; 
and this is the caufe of hwe. But Jupiter 
threatened, that if they did not mend their 
manners, he would give them t'other flit, 
and leave them to hop about in the fhape 
of figures in bajjo relievo. The efFed of this 
lafl threatening, my correfpondent ima- 
gines, is now come to pafs ; and that as 
the ^^ /putting was the original of love^ 
by inclining us to fearch for our other half; 

P2 l^ 
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fo the fecond was the caufe of hatred by 
prompting us to fly from our other fide,, 
and dividing the fame body into two, gave 
each flice the name of 2i party, 

I approve the fable and application^ 
with this refinement upon it : lor parties 
do not only fplit a nation, but every indi- 
vidual among them, leaving each but half 
their ftrength, and wit, and honefty, and 
good nature ; but one eye and ear for their 
fight and hearing, and equally lopping the 
reft of the lenfes. Whsxt. parties are pretty 
equal in a ftate, no man can perceive one 
bad quality in his own, or good one in his 
adverfaries. Befides, party being a dry, dif- 
agreeablc fubjed, it renders converfation 
infipid, or four, and confines invention. 
I I'peak not here of the leaders, but the 
infignificant crowd of followers in a party, 
who have been the inftruments of mixing 
it in every condition and circumftance of 
life. As the zealots among xh&yews bound 
the law about their foreheads, and wrifts, 
and hems of their garments, fo the women 
among us have gotthediftinguifhing marks 
o{ party m. their muffs, their fans, and their 
furbelows. The whig ladies put on their 

patches 
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patches in a difFerent manner from the 
tories. They have mSi6& fchifms in the play- 
boufe^ and each have their particular fides 
at the opera : and when a man changeth 
his party y he muft infallibly count upon 
the lofs of his miftrefs. I afked a gentle- 
man the other day, how he liked fuch a 
lady ? But he would not give me his opi- 
nion, till I had anfwered him whetffer fhe 

were a whig or a tory, Mr. , fince he 

is known to vifit the prefent miniftry, and 
lay fome time under a fufpicion of writing 
the Examiner y is no longer a man oiwit ; 
his very poems have contraded a ftupidity, 
many years after they were printed. 

Having lately ventured upon a meta- 
phorical genealogy of merits I thought it 
would be proper to add another oi party y 
or rather oifa&ioit, (to avoid miftakc) n6t 
telling the reader whether it be my own, 
or a quotation, till I know how it is ap- 
proved. But whether I read, or dreamed 
it, the fable is as follows : 

" LIBERTY, the daughter oi Op- 
" preffwriy after having brought forth feve- 
♦* ral fair children, as Riches y Arts, Learn- 

P 3 " m^. 
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" /«§•, Trade^ and many others, was at laft 
delivered of heryoungeft daughter, call- 
ed Faction, whom 'Juno^ doing the of- 
" fice of the midwife, diftorted in its birth 
** out of envy to the mother, from whence 
** it derived its peeviftmefs and fickly con- 
** ftitution. However, as it is often the 
** nature of parents to grow moft fond of 
** their youngeft and diiagreeableft chil- 
** dren, fo it happened with Liberty y who 
** doated on this daughter to fuch a de- 
** gree, that by her good will fhe would 
" never fuffer the girl to be out of her fight. 
** As mifs Fa&ion grew up, fhe became fo 
** termagant and froward, that there was 
" no enduring her any longer in Heaven. 
** yupiter gave her warning to be gone ; 
** and her mother, rather than fodake her, 
" took the whole family down to earth. 
" She landed firft m Greece', was expelled 
** by degrees through all the cities by her 
" daughter's ill condud: : fled afterwards 
" to Italy y and being banifhed thence, took 
** fhelter among the Goths, with whom fhe 
" paflcd into moft parts of Europe ; but, 
" being driven out every where, ilie began - 
" to lofe efteem, and her daughter's faults 

"were 
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** were imputed to herfelf : fo that at 
" this time (he has hardly a place in the 
"'world to retire to. One would wonder 

* * what ftrange qualities this daughter muft 
** poflefs, fufficient to blaft the influence 
** of fo divine a mother, and the refl of her 
" children. She always affected to keep 
" mean and fcandalous company; valuing 
" no body, but juft as they agreed with 
" her in every capricious opinion fhe 
" thought fit to take up ; and rigoroufly 
" exading compliance, though fhe chang- 
** ed her fentiments ever fo often. Her 
'' great employment was to breed difcord 
** among friends and relations, and make up 

* * monftrous alliances between thole, whofe 
dilpofitions leaft refembled each otlier. 
Whoever offered to contrad id her, though 
in the moll infignificant trifle, fhe would 
be fure to diftinguifh by ibme ignomini- 
ous appellation^ and allow them to have 

" neither honour, wit, beauty, learning, 
" honefly, or common fenfe. She intruded 
" into all companies at the moft unfeafon- 
** able times; mixed at balls, aflemblies, 
•* and other parties of pleafure, haunted 
« tv^Tycoffee'houfe2iiidhookfellerspopy2t.n6. 
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" by her perpetual talking filled all plact^ 
" with difturbance and confiifion: flic 
" buzzed about the merchant in the Ex- 
'' change^ the divine in his pulpit\ and the 
'* popkeeper behind his counter. Above all, 
** {he frequented publick ajembiies, where 
" fhe lat in the fhape of an obfcene, omimm 
" birdy ready to prompt h^ friends as they 
** Ipoke." 

If I underftand this fable of Faction 
right, it ought to be applied to thofe, who 
fet themfelves up againft the true intereft 
and conftitution of their country; which I 
wifh the undertakers for the late miniflry 
would pleafe to take notice of, or tell us 
by what figure of fpeech they pretend to 
call fo great and unforced a majority, with 
the queen at their head, by the name oitk 
faBion', which is not unlike the phrafe of 
the nonjurors^ who dignifying one or two 
deprived bifliops and half a fcore clergy- 
men of the fame flamp with the title of 
the church of E7iglandy exclude all the refl 
as fchifmaticks ; or like the prefbyteriam 
laying the fame accufation, with equal 
juflice, againfl the eftablifhed religion. 

And 
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And here it may be worth enquiring, 
what are the true charaderifticks of ayi?- 
Bion ; or how it is to be diftinguifhed from 
that great body of the people, who are friends 
to the conftitution ? The heads oiz-faSiion 
are ufually a fett of upftarts, or men ruined 
in their fortunes, whom fome great change 
in a government did at firft out of their 
obfcurity produce upon the ftage. They 
aflbciatc themfelves with thofe who diflike 
the old eftablifliment, religious and civil. 
They are full of new fchemes in politicks 
and divinity ; they have an incurable ha- 
tred againft the old nobility, and ftrengthen 
their party by dependents raifcd from the 
loweft of the people. They have feveral 
ways of working themfelves into power ; 
but they are fure to be called, when a cor- 
rupt adminiftration wants to be fupported 
againft thofc who are endeavouring at a 
reformation ; and they firmly obferve that 
celebrated maxim of prcferving power by 
the fame arts, bywhich it is attained. They 
aft with the fpirit of thofe, who believe 
their time is but fhort; and their firft care 
is to heap up immcnfc riches at the pub- 
lick expcncej in which they have two ends 

befides 
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beddes that common one of in&tiable a- 
varice, which are to make themfelves ne- 
ceSary, and to keep the commonwealth 
in dependence. Thus they hope .to com- 
pafs their defign, which is, inftead of fit- 
ting their principles to the conftitudon, 
to alter and adjuft the conititution to their 
own pernicious principles. 

It is eafy determining by this teft, to 
which fide the name of foBion moft pro- 
perly belongs. But however, I will give 
them any fyftem of law or r^al govern- 
ment, from William the conqueror to this 
prefent time, to try whether th^ can tally 
it vidth their late models ; excepting only 
that of Cromwelly whom perhaps they will 
reckon for a monarch. 

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a 
majority in the parliament and kingdom, 
be only 2ifaBion^ it muft appear by fome 
anions, which anfwer the idea we ufiiaUy 
conceive from that word. Have they ab- 
ufed the prerogative of the prince, or in- 
vaded the rights and liberties of the fub- 
jed? Have they offered at any dangerous 
innovations in church or ftate ? Have they 
broached any dodrine of herefy, rebelliQii, 

or 
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or tyranny? Have any of them treated 
their (bvercign with infolence, engroffed 
and fold all her favours, or deceived her 
by bafe, grofs mifreprcfentations of her 
moft faithful fervants? Thcfe are the arts 
of a faSiion^ and vi^hoevcr hath pradifed 
them, they and their followers muft take 
up with the name. 

It is ufually reckoned a w^/^ principle to 
appeal to the people; but that is only 
when they have been fo wife as to poifon 
their underftandings beforehand. Will they 
now ftand to this appeal, and be deter- 
mined by their vox populiy to which fide 
their title oifa&ion belongs ? And that the 
people are now left to the natural freedom 
of their undcrftanding and choice, I be- 
lieve our adverfarics will hardly deny. 
They will now refufe this appeal, and it 
is reafonable they fhould; and I will far- 
ther add, that, if our people refemblcd the 
old Grecians, there might be danger in 
fuch a trial. A pragmatical orator told a 
great man at Athens, that whenever the 
people were in their rage, they would cer- 
tainly tear him to pieces; Yes, fays the 
Other, and they will do the fame to vou, 

wfica- 
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whenever the}.' are in their wits. But God 
be thanked, cur populace is more merciful 
in their nature, and at prefcit under better 
circction ; and the orators among us have 
atremptwd to confound both prerogative 
and law in their Ibvertign's prefence, and 
bcit-ve the higheft court of judicature, vvith- 
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zard to their peribns. 

NUMBER XXXII. 
Thurfd^y, March 15, 1710. 

A^o^i ejl ea jnedidna, cum fanae parti cor^ 
ports fcalpdlum adhibetur^ atque inte- 
grae ; carfiif.cina eft ifioy et crudelitas. 
Hi imdentur rcipublicae^ qui exfecant 
pejiem allquam^ tanquam Jlrumam civi- 
tatis. 

I A M diverted from the general. fubjed 
of my difcourfes to refleft upon an 
event of a very extraordinary and fiirprif- 
ing nature. A great minifter, in high con- 
fidence with the Queen, under whofe ma- 
nagement the weight of affairs at prefent 
is in a great meafure fuppofed to lie ; fit- 
ting in council, in a royal palace, with a 

dozen 
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dozen of the chief officers of the ftate, is 
ftabbed at the very board, in the execution 
of his office, by the hand of 2ifrench pa- 
pifi*i then under examination for high- 
treafon ; the aflaffin redoubles his blow 
to make fure work; and concluding the 
chancellor f was difpatched, goes on with 
the lame rage to murder a principal fecre- 
tary of ftate % : and that whole noble af- 
fembly arc forced to rife and draw their 
fwords in their own defence, as if a wild 
beaft had been let loofc among them. 

This fad hath fome circumftances of 
aggravation, not to be parallelled by any 
of the like kind we meet with in hiftory. 
Cafars murder being performed in the 
fenate comes neareft to the cafe ; but that 
was an affair concerted by great numbers 

* The abbot dt Btur/U, make his peace at home by 

who having quitted his native uciing here as a fpy, and com- 

couiitry, iolicited to be em- menced a treafonable corre- 

ployed againft it in fcvcral fpondance: his lettera were in- 

rourts of Europe, and afTumcd tercepted and produced to him 

the title of marquis de Guif- by Mr. HorUy at his exami- 

card.Hc at length obtained a nation. 

commiiHon from queen jfnntt t ^^''- Harlty, then chan- 

and embarked in an expedition ccllor of the exchequer, after- 

againft France, which mifcar- wards earl of Oxford, 

ried, and his expeffattions be- % Mr. Henry St. John, af- 

ing difappointed by the new terwards lord Belingbreke. 
mmiftry, he endeavoured to 
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of the chief ibiaton, who were likcwile 
the adors in it; and not tlie neoik of a vik 
iingle ruffian. Harry the third ' of JFnnwr 
was ftabbed by an enthufiafBck yhufi 
whom he fullered to approadi h]3 paioD, 
while thofe who attended him ftood at 
lame diftance. '^oifucuffor met the £une 
fate in a coach, where neither he nor hit 
nobles in fuch a confinement were able 
to defend themlelves. In our own oountn|r 
we have, I think, but one idbnoe of this 
fort, which has made anv noife; I mean 
that of Febm about fourfcore yean ago; 
but he took the opportuni^ to ib.b the 
duke of Buckingham in paflmg through a 
dark lobby fix>m one room to another. 
The blow was neither feen nor heard, and 
the murderer might have efcaped, if his 
own concern and horror, as it is uiual in 
fuch cafes, had not betrayed him. Befides, 
that ad of Fehm will admit of fome ex- 
tenuation from the motive he is faid to 
have had : but this attempt of Gut/card 
feems to have outdone them all in ¥ 
heightening circumflance, except the 
ference of perfons between a king and a 
great minifler ; for I give no allowance at 

aU 
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all to the difference of fuccefs (which how- 
ever, is yet uncertain and depending) nor 
think it the leaft alleviation to the crime, 
whatever it may be to the punifhment. 

I am fenfible, it is ill arguing from par- 
ticulars to generals, and that we ought not 
to charge upon a nation the crimes of a 
few defperate villains it is fo unfortunate 
to produce ; yet at the fame time it muft 
be avowed, that the French have for thefe 
laft centuries been fomewhat too liberal 
of their daggers upon the perfbns of their 
greateft men; fuch as the admiral de Co- 
iignyy the dukes of Guife father and fon, 
and the two kings I lafl mentioned. I have 
fometimes wondered how a people, whofe 
genius feems wholly tumed to finging, and 
dancing, an4 pratmg, to vanity and im- 
pertinence ; who lay fo much weight upon 
modes and geftures; whofe effentialities 
are generally fo very fuperficial ; who are 
ufually fo ferious upon trifles, and fo tri- 
fling upon what is ferious, have been ca- 
pable of committing fuch folid villainies, 
more fuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard^ 
or the fllence and thoughtfiilnefs of an 
Italian: unlefs it be, that in a nation na- 
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turally To full of themielves, and of £}ieft- 
le^ imaginations, when any of them hap* 
pen to be of a morofe and gloomy coniii- 
tution, that huddle of obnniied thoughts 
for want of evaporating ulually terminates . 
in rage or de(pair. UAuila oolerves, 4iat 
jacquei Clement* was a fort of bufiboO) 
whom the reft of the friers ufed to make 
(port with ; but at lafl giving his folly a 
ferious turn, it ended in enthufiafbi, and 
qualified him for that defpeiate ad of 
murdering his king. ■* 

But in the marquis de Gmfcard there 
ieems to have been a complioition of in- 
gredients for fuch an attempt. He had 
committed fcveral enormities in France^ 
was extremely prodigal and vicious, of a 
dark melancholy complexion and cloudy 
countenance, flich as in vulgar phyfiogno- 
my is called an /// look. For the refl, his 
talents were very mean, having a fort of 
inferior cunning, but very fhiall abilities j 
fo that a great man of the late miniflry, 
by whom he was invited over, and with 
much difcretion raifed at firil flep, from a 

• The monk who fta^bed tJtnry III. of Fronte, 

pro- 



N»32. THE ElCAMiNER. 22s 

}^^\^tQ popijh prieji to a lieutenant ge- 
neral, and colonel of a regiment of horfe, 
was at laft forced to drop him for (Kame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under 
that miniftry, and to fo coniiderable a 
ftiember of it, they would have imme- 
diately charged it upon the whole body of 
thofe, they are pleafed to <:all ^tfaSiion, 
This would have been ftyled a high-church 
principle 'y the dergy would have been ac- 
ctifed, as promoters and abbettors of the 
fad ; committees would have been fent to 
promife the criminal his life, provided they 
might have liberty to dired and didate 
his confeflion; and a hlack Ufi would have 
been printed of all thofe, who had been 
ever feen in the murderer's company. But 
the prefent men in power hate and defpife 
all fuch deteftable arts, which they might 
now turn upon their adverfaries with 
much more plauiibility,than ever thefe did 
their honourable negotiations with Greg** 

* In the b^inning of the king's minifters, to whom he 

year 1708, Jf^lllam Greg an tranfmitted the procecdingi of 

under clerk to Mr. fecretary both houfes of parliament 

Harlty, was detected in a cor- with xtfyt& to the augmenta* 

refpondence with monficur tion of die britijh force!), and 

Chamiltard one of the fi<n(h other papers of great import- 

O And 
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And here it may be worth obfervHig, 
how unanimous a concurrence there is be- 
tween fome perfons once in great power 
and ^french papijl\ both agreeing in the 
great end of taking away Mr. HarleysX^t^ 
though differing in their methods; thefirft 
proceeding by fubornation, the other by 
violence ; wherein Guifcard ieems to have 
the advantage, as aiming no further than 
his Ufe; while the others defigned to de- 
ftroy at once both that and his reputation* 
The malice of both againft this gentleman 
feems to liave rifen from the fame caufe, 
his difcovering defigns againft the govern- 
ment. It was Mr. Harley^ who deteded the 

ancc. Gregy when he was in- to the meaneft clerks In htt 

di6led of this treafon, pleaded office ; and it was requefted, 

euilty, which gave occafion to that more caution might be 

Mr. Hurley's enemies to infi- ufed for the future. Upon this 

nuate, that he was privy to addrefs the execution of Gug 

Greg's praftices, and had by was deferred a month ; during 

affurances of pardon prevailed which time he was folicit- 

upon him to plead guilty, in ed, threatened, and promifed, 

order to prevent the cxamina- but ftlU perfifting to take the 

lion of witneffcs : the houfe of whole guilt upon himfeif, he 

lords appointed a committee was at length executed, hav- 

of feven, of whom lord Sun- ing, in a paper which he left 

derland was manager, to en- behind him, juftificd Mr. Har- 

quire into the affair ; the com- ley in particular ^ which be 

mittce prefcnted an addrefs to would fcarce have thought ne- 

the queen, in which complaint cefTary, if no particular attempt 

was made, that all iAxMarley^s had been made againft him. 
papers had been long cxpofcd 

trea- 
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treafonablc correfpondencc of Greg^ and 
fecured him betimes ; when a certain great 
man) who {hall be nameleis, liad, out of 
the depth of his politicks, fent him a cau- 
tion to make his cfcape, which would cer- 
tainly have fixed the appearance of guilt 
upon Mr. Hariey: but when that was 
prevented, they would have enticed the 
condemned criminal, with promife of a 
pardon, to write and fign an accufation 
againfl; the fecretary: but to ufe Gregs 
own cxprcflion, his death was nothing near 
fo ignomnious^ as would have been fuch a 
lifey that tfiuji be fofved by projiitutiftg his 
confcience. The fame gentleman now lies 
dabbed by his other enemy, a popijhffy, 
whofe treafon he hath difcovered. God 
prefcrve the reft of her majcfty's minifters 
from fuch protefiants^ and from fuch pa- 
pijisl 

I fhall take occafion to hint at fome 
particularities in this furprifing fad, for 
the fake of thofe at a diftance, or who 
may not be thoroughly informed. The 
murderer confcfTed in Newgate^ that his 
chief defign was againft Mr. fecretary St. 
John, who happened to change feats with 

Qj2 Mr. 
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Mr. Harley for more convenience of exa- 
mining the criminal : and being afked what 
provoked him to flab the chancellor, he 
faid, that not being able to come at the fe- 
cretary as he intended, it was fome fatif- 
fa£tion to murder the perfbn, whom he 
thought Mr. St. John loved beft* 

And here if Mr. Harley hath fKll any 
enemies left, whom his blood fpilt in the 
publick fervice cannot reconcile, I hope 
they will at leaft admire his magnanimi^, 
which is a quality efteemed even in an 
enemy : and I think there are few greater 
inftances of it to be found in ftory. After 
the wound was given, he was obferved 
neither to change his coimtenance, nor 
difcover any concern or difbrder in his 
fpeech. He rofe up and walked about the 
room while he was able, with the greateft 
tranquillity, during the heighth of thecon- 
fufion. When the furgeon came, he txxik 
him afide, and defired he would inform 
him freely whether the wound were mor- 
tal, becaufc in that cafe, he faid, he had 
fome affairs to fettle relating to his family. 

* How much he was mi- brtke's letter to fir ff^U'iam 
flakcn appears by lord Btting- IVyndham, 

The 
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The blade of the penknife, broken by the 
violence of the blow againft a rib within 
a quarter of an inch of the handle, was 
dropt out (I know not whether from the 
wound, or his cloaths) as the furgeon was 
going to drcfs him : he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himfelf, gave it 
fome body to keep, faying, he thought ii^ 
now properly belonged to him. He fhewed 
no fort of refentment, nor fpoke one vio- 
lent word againft Guifcardy but appeared 
all the while the leaft concerned of any in 
the company. A ftate of mind, which in 
fuch aii exigency nothing but innocence 
can give, and is truly worthy of a cbrijiian 
philofbpher. 

If there be really fo great a difference 
in principle between the high-flying whigs 
and the friends of France^ 1 cannot but 
repeat the queftion, how came they to 
join in the deftniftion of the lame man ? 
Can his death be poffibly for the intercft 
of both ? or have they both the fame quar- 
rel againft him, that he is perpetually dis- 
covering and preventing the treacherous 
defigns of our enemies ? However it be, 
this great mininftcr may now fay with St. 

CL3 P<^< 
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Pauly that he hath been in perils by bis vwn 
countrymen^ and in perils hy fir angers. 

In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjed, 
I cannot but congratulate with our own 
country, that fuch a favagc monfter as the 
marquis de Guifi:ard is none of her pro- 
dudion : a wretch perhaps more detefta- 
ble in his own nature, than even this bar- 
barous aA has been yet able to reprefent 
him to the world. For there are good rea- 
fons to believe from feveral drcumftances, 
that he had intentions of a deeper dye than 
thofe he happened to execute; I mean 
fuch as every good fubjedl muft tremble to 
think on. He hath of late been frequendy 
feen going up the back-ftairs at court, and 
walking alone in an outer room adjoining 
to her majefty's bed-chamber. He hath ofi- 
ten, and eameftly prefled for fome time, 
to have accefs to the queen, even fince his 
correfpondence with France. And he has 
now given fuch a proof of his dilpofition, 
as leaves it eafy to guefs what v^'as before 
in his thoughts, and what he was capable 
of attempting. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the le- 
giflature will interpofe on fb extraordinaiy 

an 
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an occafion as thi^, and dired a punifli- 
mcnt* fome way proportionable to {o 
execrable a crime. 

Et quicunque tuum vid/avif vulnere corpus^ 
Morte hat merita 

NUMBER XXXIII. 
Thurfday, March 22, 1710. 

De liber t ate retinenday qua certe nihil eft 
dulciuSy tibi ajfentior. 

THE apdhgies of the ancient lathers 
are reckoned to have been the moft 
ufefiil parts of their writings, and to have 
done greateft fervice to the chrifHan re- 
ligion i becaufe they removed thofe mif- 
reprefentations which had done it mofl 
injury. The methods thefe writers took, 
were openly and freely to difcover every 
point of their faith, to detedt the falfhood 
of their accufers, and to charge nothing 
upon their adverferies but what they were 
fure to make good. This example hath 

. * An AA was immediately in the execution of his office* 
pafled to make an attempt on felony without benefit of cler- 
th'e life' of a privy counfellor gy. 

<^4 beea 
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been ill followed of later times: the papifls 
{mce the refonnation ufing all arts to pil- 
liate the abfurdities of their tenets, and 
loading the reformers with a thoufand ca- 
lumnies ; the confequence of which hath 
been only a more various, wide, and inve- 
terate feparation. It is the fame thing in 
civil fchifms : a whig forms an image of a 
tory juft after the thing he moft abhors, 
and that image ferveth to reprefent the 
whole body. 

I am not fenfible of any material dif- 
ference there is between thofe, who call 
themfelves the old whigSy and a great ma- 
jority of the prefent tories, at leaft by all I 
could ever find from examining feveral 
perfons of each denomination. But it muft 
beconfefled, that the prefent body of zwii^j, 
as they now conftitutethat partyt is a very 
odd mixture of mankind, being forced to 
enlarge their bottom by taking in every 
heterodox profeflbr either in rdigion or 
government, whofe opinions they were 
obliged to encourage for fear of Idleniog 
their number ; while the bulk of tie land- 
ed men and people were entirely of the 
old fcntiments. However, they ftill pre- 
tended 
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tended a due regard to the monarchy and 
the church, even at the time when they 
were making the largefl fleps towards the 
ruin of both : but not being able to wipe 
ofF the many accufations laid to their 
charge, they endeavoured by throwing of 
icandal to make tlie tories appear blacker 
than thcmfelves ; that fo the people might 
join with them, as the fmallcr evil of the 
two. 

But among all the reproaches which the 
whigs have flung upon their adverfaries, 
there is none hath done them more fervice 
tlian that of pajfvue obediencey as they re- 
prefent it with the confequences of nm-' 
refiftance^ arbitrary pcwer, indefeajihle rights 
tyrunnyy popery^ and what not. There i» 
po accufation, which hath pailed with more 
plauiibility than thi$ ; nor any that is fup- 
ported with lefs juftice* In order therefore 
to undeceive thofe, who have been miiled 
by falie reprefentations, I thought it would 
be no improper undertaking to fet this 
matter in a fair light, which I think hath 
fiot yet been done. A whig aiks, whether 
you hold pajftve obedience^ You affirm it: 
lie then immediately cries out, you are a 

Jacobite^ 
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Jacobite^ z. friend of France and the preteiv- 
der I becaufe he makes you anTwerable for 
the definition he hath formed of that term, 
however different it be from what you un- 
derftand. I will therefore give two defcrip- 
tions oifajftve obedience \ the firft as it is 
falfly charged by the whigsy the other as it 
is really profefled by the tories^ at leaft by 
nineteen in twenty of all I ever converfcd 
with, 

Pajfiveobediencey as charged by tbeWHlGS, 

THE dodrinc of pajfwe obedience is 
to believe, that a king, even in a limited 
monarchy, holding his power only from 
God, is only anfwerable to him : that luch 
a king is above all law ; that the cruelleft 
tyrant muft be fubmitted to in all things j 
and if his commands be ever fo unlawful, 
you muft neither fly nor refift, nor ufe 
any other weapons than prayers and tears. 
Although he ihould force your wife or 
daughter, murder your children before 
your face, or cut off five hundred heads 
in a morning for his diverfion; you are 
ftill to wi{h him a long, profperous reign, 
and to be patient under all his cruelties 

with 
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witli the fame refignatioh as under a plague 
or a famine ; becaufe to refill him would 
be to refill God in the perlbn of his vice- 
gerent. If a king of England Ihould go 
through the llrcets oi London in order to 
murder every man he m^typaffive obedience 
commands them to fubmit. All laws made 
to limit him fignify nothing, although 
pafled by his own conlent, if he thinks fit 
to break them. God will indeed call him 
to a fevere account j but the whole people 
united to a man cannot prelume to hold 
his hands, or offer him the leall a&he 
difobedience : the people were certainly cre- 
ated for him, and not he for the people. 
His next heir, although worfe than what I 
have defcribcd, although a fool or a mad 
man, hath a divine indcfcafible right to 
fuccecd him, which no law pan difannul; 
nay, although he Ihould kill his father upon 
the throne, he is immediately king to all 
intents and purpofes ; the pollelfion of the 
crown wiping off all ftains. But whofoever 
fits on the throne without this title, though 
pver fo peaceably and by confent of for- 
pier kings and parliaments, is an u/urper, 
while there is any where in the world an- 
other 
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other perfon, who hath a nearer hereditary 
right ; and the whole kingdom lies under 
mortal fin, till that heir bc-reftored, be- 
caufe he hath a divine title, which no hu- 
man law can defeat. 

This and a great deal more hath in a 
thoufand papers and pamphlets been laid 
to that do(^inc oi pajftve obedience^ which 
the wbigi are pleafed to charge upon us. 
This is what they are perpetually inftilling 
into the people as the undoubted princi- 
ple, by which the prefent miniftry and a 
great majority in parliament do at this 
time proceed. This is what they accufe 
the clergy of delivering from the pulpits, 
and of preaching up as a dodrine abfo- 
lutcly nccellary to falvation. And who- 
ever affirms in general, that pajhe o6edi- 
mce is due to the fupreme power, he is 
prefently loaded by our candid adverfaries 
with fuch confequences as thefe. Let us 
therefore fee what this dodrine is, when 
ftript of fuch mifreprefentations, by de- 
fcribing it as really taught and pra<^lcd 
by the torics ; and then it will appear what 
grounds our adverfaries have to accuie us 
upon this article. 

Pajfm 



N»33- THE EXAMINER. 237 

Pajfive obedience^ as frofeffed and praSiifed 
. by theTO'B.l'ES. 

THEY think that in every govern- 
ment, whether monarchy or republick, 
there is placed a fupreme, abfolute, un- 
limited power, to which pafive obedience is 
due. That wherever is cntruftcd the power 
of making laws, that power is without all 
bounds ; can repeal, or enaft at pleafurc 
whatever laws it thinks fit; and juftly 
demand univerfal obedience an4 non-re* 
fiftance. That among us, as every body 
knows, this power is lodged in the king 
or queen, together with the lords and 
commons of the kingdom ; and therefore 
till decrees whatfoever made by that pow- 
er are to be adively or paffively obeyed. 
That the adminiftration, or executive part, 
of this power is in England folcly cntruft- 
cd with the prince, who in adminiftering 
thofe laws ought to be no more refifted 
than the legiflative power itfelf. But they 
do not conceive the fam^ abfolute pajjkte 
obtdknce to be due to a limited princess 
commands, when they are diredly con- 
trary to tht laws h& hath confcnted to, 

and 
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and fwom to maintain. The crown may 
be fued, as well as a private perfbn ; ^d 
if an arbitrary king o(Englancl {houid fend 
his officers to feize my lands or goods 
againfl law, I can lawfully refifl them* 
The miniflets, by whom he ads, are liable 
to profecution and impeachment, although 
his own perfbn be facred. But if he inter* 
pofe his royal authority to fiipport their 
inlblence, I fee no remedy, until it grows 
a general grievance, or until the body of 
the people have reafon to apprehend it will 
be fo ; after which it becomes a cafe of 
necefllty, and then I fuppofe a free people 
may aflert their own rights, yet without 
any violation to the perfon or lawful power 
of the prince. But although the tories al- 
low all this, and did juflify it by the fhare 
they had in the revolutiofi ; yet thqr fee no 
reafon for entering into fo ungrateful a 
fubjed, or raifing controverfies upon it, 
as if we were in daily apprehenfions oi 
tyranny under the reign of fo excellent a 
princefs, and while we have fo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogative; 
when according to thofe who know our 
conflitution befl, things rather feem. to 

lean 
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lean to the other extreme, which is equal- 
ly to be avoided. As to the fucceffion; 
the tories think an hereditary right to be 
the beft in its own nature, and moft agree- 
able to our old conftitution; yet at the 
fame time they allow it to be defeaiibl© 
by ad of parliament; and fo is magna 
charta too, if the legiflature think fit : 
which is a truth fomanifeft, that no man, 
who underflands the nature of government, 
can be in doubt concerning it. 

Thefe I take to be the fentiments of a 
great majority among the tories with re- 
Ipedt to pajfive obedience ; and if tlie whigs 
infift from the writings or common talk 
of warm and ignorant men to form a 
judgment of the whole body according to 
the firfl account I have here given ; I will 
engage to produce as many of their fide, 
who arc utterly againft papve obedience 
even to the legiflature ; who will aflcrt the 
laft rcfort of power to be in the people 
againft thofe, whom they have chofen and 
trufted as their reprefentatives, with the 
prince at the head; and who will put wild 
improbable cafes to ihew the reafonable- 

pefs 
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nefs and neceffity of refifting the legifla- 
tive power in fuch ima^naiy jundhires. 
Than which however nothing can be more 
idle; for I dare undertake in any fyflem 
of government, cither fpeculative or prac- 
tick, that was ever yet in the world from 
Plato's Republick to Harringtons Oceana^ 
to put fuch difficulties as cannot be an- 
fwered. 

All theothercalumniesraifedby thcTO^y^i 
may be as eaiiiy wiped off; and I have cha- 
rity to wifli they could as fiilly anfwer the 
juft accufations we haveagainftthem. Dod- 
well, HkkeSy and Lefley are gravely quoted 
to prove, that the tories defign to bring in 
the pretender \ and if I fhould quote them 
to prove that the fame thing is intended 
by the whigSy it would be full as reaibn- 
able ; lince I am fure they have at leaft as 
much to do with no7%jiirors as we. But our 
objedions a^nft the whigs ane built upon 
their conftant pradice for many years, 
wherof I have produced an hundred in- 
ftances, againft any fingle one of which 
no aiifwer hath yet been attempted, al- 
though I have been curious enough to look 
into all the papers I could meet with) that 

are 
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are written againft the Examiner ; fuch a 
taik as, I hope, no man thinks I would 
undergo for any other end but that of 
finding an opportunity to own and redify 
my miftakes; as I would be ready to do 
upon the call of the meaneft adverlary. 
Upon which occafion I fhall take leave to 
add a few words. 

I flattered myfelf laft iTiurfday from 
the nature of my fubjeit, and the inof- 
fenfive manner I handled it, that I fhould 
have one week's refpite from thofe merci- 
lefs pens, whofe fevcrity will fome time 
break my heart: but I am deceived, and 
find them more violent than ever. They 
charge me with two lies and a blunder. 
The firft lie is a truth, that Guifcard was 
invited over; but it is of no confequence. 
I do not tax it as a fault; fuch fort of men 
have often been ferviceable : I only blamed 
the indifcretion of raifing a profligate ab- 
bot, at the firft ,ftep, to a lieutenant-ge- 
neral and colonel of a regiment of horfe 
without ftaying fome reafonable time, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes, until he had given 
fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of 
that intereft and credit he pretended to 

R have 
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have in his country. But that b md to be 
another lie ; for he was a paf^tfly and could 
not have a regiment : however this other 
he is a truth too ; for a raiment he had, 
and paid by us, to his agent monfieur k 
Bas for his ufe. The tmrd is a blunder; 
that I fay Gut/card's defign was againft 
Mr. fecretary St. John^ and yet mv. rea- 
fonings upon it are, as if it were perfonally 
againft Mr. Harley. But I lay no fuch 
thing, and my reafbnings are jw. I relate 
only what Guifcard laid in vfemgate^ be- 
caufe it was a particularity dicrcader might 
be curious to know (and accordingly it lies 
in a paragraph by itfelf, after my reflec- 
tions) but I never meant to be anfwerable 
for what Guifcard {aid, or thou^t it of 
weight enough for me to draw conclu- 
fions from thence, when I had the addrefs 
of both houfes to dired me better ; where 
it is exprefsly faid, that Mr. Harley*s fi- 
delity to her majejlyy and zeal for her fer- 
vice have drawn upon him the hatred of aU 
the abettors of popery and fa&ion. This 
is what I believe, and what I fhall ftick 
to. 

But, 
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But, alasl thefe are not the paflages 
which have railed Co much fury againft 
me. One or two miftakes in fads of no 
importance, or a fingle blunder, would 
not have provoked them ; they are not fo 
tender of my reputation as a writer. All 
their outrage is occafioned by thole paf- 
lages in that paper, which they do not in 
the leaft pretend to anfwer, and with the 
utmoft reludancy are forced to mention. 
They take abundance of pains to clear 
Guifcard from a dellgn againft Mr. Har- 
leys life : but offer not one argument to 
clear their other friends, who in the buli- 
ncfs of Greg were equally guilty of the 
fame defign againft the fame per/on'^ whofe 
tongues were very ftvords,^ and whole /^»- 
knives were axes. 



R2 NUM- 



344 THE EXAMINER. 
NUMBER XXXIV. 
Thu rfday , March 29, 1 7 1 1 . 

— Sunt h'lc ctiamfua praemia laudi ; 
Sunt lachrymac rerunty et mentem mortalia 
tangunt, 

I Begin to be heartily weary of my em- 
ployment as Examiner ; wiuch I wifli 
the miniftry would confidcr with half io 
much concern as I do, and ail^ me fome 
other with lefs pains, and a penfion. There 
may foon be a vacancy either on the bench, 
HI the revenue, or the army, and I am 
equally qualified for each ; but this trade 
of examiningy I apprehend, may at one 
time or other go near to four my temper. 
I did lately propofc, that fome of thofe in- 
genious pens, which are engaged on the 
other fide, might be employed to fucceed 
mc; and I undertook to bring them over 
for i other crown : but it was anlwered, 
that thofe gendemen do much better fer- 
vice in die ftations where they are. It was 
added, that abundance of abufes yet re- 
mained to be laid open to the world, which 

I had 
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I had often promifed to do, but was too 
much diverted by other fubjeAs that came 
into my head. On the other fide, the ad- 
vice of fome friends and the threats of 
many enemies have put me upon confidcr- 
ing, what would become of me, if times 
Jhould alter: this I have done very mature- 
Jy, and the refult is, that I am in no man- 
ner of pain. I grant, tliat what I have 
faid upon occafion , concerning the late 
men in power may be called fatyr by fome 
unthinking people, as long asrthat faction 
is down ; but if ever they come into play 
again, I muft give them warning before- 
hand, that I fhall exped to be ^favouritty 
and that thofe pretended advocates of theirs 
will be pilloried for libellers. For I appeal 
to any man, whether I ever charged that 
party, or its leaders, with one fingle adion 
. or defign, which (if we may judge by their 
former pradiccs) they will not openly pro- 
fcfs, be proud of, and fcore up for merit, 
when they come again to the head of af- 
fairs ? I {aid, they were infolent to the 
Queen: will they not value thcmfelves 
upon that, as an aimunent to prove them 
bold aflcrtors of the people's liberty ? I 

R 3 a.{&x\»sji^ 
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affirmed, they were againft a peace : w3l 
they be angry with me for letting forth the 
refinements of their politicks, in purfuing 
the only method left to prefenre them in 
power ? I laid, they had involved the na- 
tion in debts, and engrolled much of its 
money: they go beyond me, and boaft 
they have got it ai/, and the trtdit too. I 
have urged the probaibility of thar intend- 
ing great alterations in religion and go- 
vernment : if they deftroy both at their 
next coming, will they not leckon my 
foretelling it rather as a panegyrick than 
an afFront? I faid, they had formerlva 
dcfign againft Mr. Harleys life*: if they 
were now in power, would they not im- 
mediately cut off his head, and thank me 
for juftifying the fmcerity of their inten- 
tions ? In fhort, there is nothing I ever laid 
of thofe worthy patriots, which may not 
be as well excuied : therefore, as loon as 
they refume their places, I pofitively defign 
to put in my claim; and I think, may 
do it with a better grace than many of 
that party, who now make their court to 

• See Tht J^xamitttTy N» jucxii, 

the 
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the prefent miniftry. I know two or three 
great men, at whoie levees you may daily 
obfervc a fcore of the moft forward faces, 
which every body is afhamed of, except 
thofe who wear them. But I conceive, 
my pretentions will be upon a very dif- 
ferent foot. Let me offer a parallel cafe : 
fuppofc king Charles the firft had entirely 
fubdued the rebels at Nafeby^ and rcducecj 
the kingdom to his obedience ; whoever 
had gone about to reafon from the former 
'condud of tho^Q faints^ that if the vidory 
had fallen on their fide, they would have 
murdered their prince, deftroyed monar- 
chy and the church, and made the king's 
party compound for their eftates as delin- 
quents, would have been called a falie 
uncharitable libeller by thofe very perfons, 
who afterwards gloried in all this, and 
called it the work of the Lord, when they 
happened to fucceed. I remember there 
was a perfon fined and imprifoned ^ox/can- 
datum magnatum, becaufe he faid the duke 
of Tork was a papift : but when that prince 
came to be king, and made open profef- 
fiion of his religion, he had the juftice im- 
m^ately to rcleafc his prifoner, who ia 

R 4 his 
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his opinion had put a compliment upon 
him, and not a reproach : and therefore 
colonel Tttusy who had warmly ailerted 
the fame thing in parliament, was mac|e 
a privy counfellor. 

By this rule, if that, which for fome 
politick reafons is now called icandal up- 
on the late miniAry, proves one day to be 
only an abftrad of fuoi a charader as they 
wiU afllime and be proud of, I think I may 
fairly offer my pretenfions, dnd hope for 
their favour : and I am the more confirm- 
ed in this notion, by what I have obferved 
in thofe papers that come out weekly 
againft the Examiner. The authors are 
perpetually telling me of my ingratitude 
to my makers ; that I blunder and betray 
the caufe j and write with more bittemefs 
agaiiift thofe who hire me, than againil 
the whigs. Now I took all this at firfl 
only for fo many flrains of wit, and pretty 
paradoxes to divert the reader; but upon 
further thinking I find they are ferious. 
I imagined I had complimented the pre-* 
fent miniflry for their dutiful behaviour to 
the Queen, for their love of the old con- 
ftitution in church and flate, for their 

gene- 
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generofity and juftice, and for their defire 
6f a ipeedy honourable peace : but it feems 
I am miflaken, and they reckon all this 
for fatyr, becaufe it is diredly contrary to 
the pradice of all thofe whom they fet 
up to defend, and utterly againft all their 
notions of a good miniftry. Therefore I 
cannot but think they have reafon on their 
iide : for, fuppofe I fljould write the cha- 
ra<9:er, of an honeft, a religious, and a 
learned man; and fend the firft to New- 
gatey the fecond to the Grecian coffee- 
houfey and the laft to White s\ would they 
not all pafs for fatyrs, and juftly enough, 
among the companies to whom they were 
fent ? 

Having therefore employed feveral pa- 
pers in fuch fort oi pamgyricks, and but 
very few on what they underftand to be 
fatyrs, I ihall henceforth upon occafion 
be more liberal of the latter; of which 
they arc like to have a t^fte in the remain- 
der of this prelent paper. 

Among all the advantages which the 
kingdom hath received by the late change 
of miniftry, the greateft muft be allowed 
to be the calling of the prefcnt parliament 

upoa 
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upon the diflbludon of the laft. It is ac- 
knowledged, that this excdlent aflembly 
hath entirely recovered the honour of par- 
liaments, which had been unhappily pro- 
ftituted for fome years paft by the fadious 
proceedings of an unnatural majority in 
concert with a moft corrupt admininra- 
tion. It is plain by the prdfent, choice of 
members, that the eledors <£ England, 
when left to themfelves, do righdy under- 
Aand their true intereft. The moderate 
wbigs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong hands, and 
that things are now as they fhould be. 
And as the prefent houfe of commons is 
the beft reprefentative of the nation, that 
hath ever been fummoned in our memo- 
ries, fo they have taken care in their £rft 
feflion by that noble bill oiqualificatim *, 
that future parliaments fhould be com- 
pofed of landed men; and our prc^)crtics 
lie no more at the mercy of thofe who hav^ 
none themfelves, or at leafl only what i? 
tranfient or imaginary. If there be any 
gratitude in poflerity, the memory of thi 

* The qualification requir- land, either in poflefficmor oer» 
•d by this act is fome cftate in tain rcverfion. See N» xKv. . 
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affembly will be always celebrated; if 
otherwife, at leaft we, who fhare in the 
bleflings they derive to us, ought with 
grateful hearts to acknowledge them. 

I defign in fome following papers to 
draw up a lift (for I can do no more) of 
the great things this parliament hath al- 
ready performed ; the many abufes they 
have detedted; their juftice in deciding 
eleftions without regard to party; their 
chearfulnefs and addrefs in raifing fupplies 
for the war, and at the fame time providing 
for the nation's debts ; their duty to the 
Queen, and their kindnefs to the church. 
In the mean time I cannot forbear men- 
tioning two particulars, which in my opi- 
nion do difcover in fome meafure the 
temper of the prefent parliament, and 
bear analogy to thofe paflages related by 
Plutarch in the lives of certain great men ; 
which as himfelf obferveth, although they 
he mt of aEiiom which make any great notji 
or figure in hijiory^yet give more light into 
the charaSief's of perfom, than we could r#- 
ceivefrom an account of their moft renowned 
atchievements. 

Some* 
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Something like this may be ohfeived 
from two late inftanccs of tUcency and good 
fiature in that illuftrious 'aflemblv I am 
fpeaking of. The firft was, when aner that ' 
inhuman attempt upon Mr. HarUy they 
.were pleafed to vote an addiefe to the 
Queen, wherein they exprels their utmoft 
dcteftation of the fad, their high efleem 
and great concern for that able taiinifler, 
andjuftly in^ute his misfortunes to that 
zeal for her ma)efty*s fervice, which had 
drawn upon bim the hatred ofdL tie aSeftors 
of popery and faSHon. I dare aflnrm,. that 
lo diftinguihing a mark of honour and 
good will from fiich a parliament was mcxre 
acceptable to a perfon of ^fr. Harleys ge- 
nerous nature, than the moft botmtiftd 
grant that was ever yet made to a fubjcA; 
as her majefly's anfwer, filled with, gra- 
cious exprefHons in his ^voiir, adds mote 
to his real glory, than any titles flie could 
•. beftow. The prince and reprefenlatives of 
the whole kingdom join in their concern 
. for fb important a life: thefe are the true 
'rewards of virtue; and this is die com- 
merce between noble fpirits in a coin which 
thegiver knows where to beftow, and the 
- - receiver 
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receiver how to value, although neither «- 
varice nor ambition would be able to com- 
prehend its worth. 

The other inftance I intend to produce 
of decency and good nature in the prefent 
houfe of commons, relates to their moft 
worthy Ipeaker * ; who having unfortu- 
nately loft his cldcft fon, the aflembly 
moved with a generous pity for fo fenfible 
an afflidlion adjourned themfelves for a 
week, that fb good a fervant of the pub- 
lick might have fome interval to wipe a- 
way a father's tears. And indeed that 
gentleman hath too juft an occafion for 
his grief by the death of a fon, who had 
already acquired fb great a reputation for 
every amiable quality, and who might 
have lived to be fo great an honour and 
an ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I muft defire one fa- 
vour of the reader ; that when he thinks it 
Worth his while to perufe any paper written 
againft the Examiner ^ he will not form his 
judgment by any mangled quotation out 
of it, which he finds in foch papers, but 
be fo juft to read the paragraph referred 

• ff^ilHum Brmleyy efq. 
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to ; which I am confident will be fcfoai a 
fuffident anTwer to all that ever thoie pa- 
pers can objed : at leaft I have feen above 
£fty of them, and never yet obfervcd one 
iingle quotation tranicribed with common 
candor. 

NUMBER XXXV. 
Thurfday, April 5, lyit, 

Nullo fuo peccato impediat^ur, quo minus 
alterius peccata demmftrare poj^, 

I Have been conddering the old conAi- 
tution of this kingdom; comparing it 
with the monarchies and republicl^ where- 
of we meet fo many accounts in ancient 
ftory, and with thofe at prefent in moft 
parts oi Europe. I have confidered our re- 
ligion, eflablifhed here by the legidature 
fbon after the reformation. I have likewiie 
examined the genius and difpofition of the 
people under that reafonable freedom they 
poffefs. Then I have turned my reflediom 
upon thofe two great divifions of whig and 
tory (which feme way or other take in 
the whole kingdom) with the principles 

they 
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they both profefs, as well as thofe where- 
with they reproach one another. From all 
this I endeavour to determine from which 
fide her prefent majefty may reafonably 
hope for moft fecurity to her perfon and 
government ; and to which fhe ought in 
prudence to truft the adminiftration of her 
affairs. If thefe two rivals were really no 
more thsai parties according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word, I fhould 
agree with thofe politicians, who think 
a prince defcends from his dignity by 
putting himfelf at the head of either ; and 
that his wifeft courfe is to keep them in a 
balance, raifing or deprefling either as it 
beft fuits with his defigns. But when the 
vifible intereft of his crown and kingdom 
lies on one fide ; and when the other is 
but 2ifaEiimy raifed and ftrengthened by 
incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving 
the people with falfe reprefentations of 
things ; he ought in prudence to take the 
firft opportunity of opening his fubjeds 
eyes, and declaring himfelf in fevour of 
thofe who are for prefcrving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith 
his own are fo interwoven. 

This 
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This was certainly oar qi&: fee I 4o 
not take the heads, advoatfEt, and (dL- 
lowers of the wings to make vp flridly 
^>eaking a mukmal party \ beji^ patched 
up of heterogeneous, inconfiftent parts, 
whom nothing ierved to udite^ but the 
conunon interefl: of fharing in the. (poil 
and pltmder of the people; their prefent 
dread of their adver&ries, by i!i^iom- they 
apprehended to be called tx> an account j 
and that general conTpiracy of endeavour-: 
ing to overturn the chufch and date, 
which however if they codld have com- 
pared, they woiild certainly have ^en 
out among themfelves, and broke ihpieces, 
as their predecejfors did after they deftroy- 
ed the monarchy and religion. For how 
could a whig^ who is againft all Sfciplm&y 
agree with a prejhyteriany who carries it 
higher than ^cpapijis themielves ? How 
could tifocinian adjuft Ms models to either? 
or how could any of thefe cement with a 
deifty ox free'thtnker^ when they came to 
confult upon points of faith?: Neither 
would they have agreed better in their 
fyftems of government J where fome would 
have been lox a king under the limitations 

of 



N«35* 'I'HE EXAMINER. 257 

of a duke of Venice ; others for a dutch 
republick ; a third party for an ariftocracy\ 
and moft of all for fome new fabrick of 
their own contriving. 

But however, let us confider them as 
a party^ and under thofe general tenets 
wherein they agreed, and which they pub- 
lickly owned, without charging them with 
any that they pretend to deny. Then, let 
us examine thofe principles of the toriesy 
which their adverfaries allow them to pro- 
fefs, and do not pretend to tax them with 
any adlions contrary to thofe profeflions : 
after which let the reader judge, from 
which of thefe two parties a prince hath 
moft to fear ; and whether her majefty did 
not confider the eafe, thefafety, and dignity 
of her perfon, the fecurity of her crown, 
and the tranfmiflion of monarchy to her 
proteftant fucceflbrs, when fhe put her 
af^irs into the prefent hands. 

Suppofe the 'matter were not entire; 
the Qu E E N to make her choice ; and 
for that end, fhould order the principles 
on both fides to be fairly laid before her. 
Firft I conceive, xkf^whigs would grant, that 
they have naturally no very great venera- 

S <V3C^ 
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tion for crowned beads\ diat dxy allow tbe> 
perfbn of the prince may upqp mai^ oor 
cafions be refifted hf arms; and that the^: 
do not condemn the war rai&d againrc 
king Charles the firft, or own it to be a 
rebdlion, although they would be diougjht 
to blame his murder. They do not diink'. 
thsprercgiUive to be yet fiiffidendy limited^ 
and have therefore taken care ^ a parti- 
cular mark of their veneratido^fiv the il* 
luftrious houfe o( HaftoverJ jC^ it Ml 
dofer againft the next reigns wmdb oon-^ . 
iequendy they would be ^ad to'fee done 
in the prefent : not to mention, that the 
majority of them, if it were put to the votCj 
would allow that they prder a common- 
wealth before a monarchy. As to reUgion ; 
their univerfal undifputed maxim is, that 
it ought to make no diftin^tt a-t all 
among prqteftants ; and in the word ^r^ 
teflant they include every body who is not 
a papijiy and who will by an . oath give 
fecurity to the government. Union in dif* 
cipline and do<3Tine, the ofFenfive fin of 
fchifm, the notion of a church and a hier- . 
archy, they laugh at as foppery, cant, and 
prieftcraft. They fee no neceflity at all 

that 
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that there fhoiild be a national faith; and 
. what we ufually call by that name, they 
only ftyle the religion of the magijirate*. 
Since the diflenters and we agree in the 
main, why fhould the difference of a few 
Ipeculative points or modes of drefs inca- 
pacitate them from ferving their prince 
and country in a juncture, when we ought 
to have all hands up againft the common 
enemy? and why fhould they be forced 
to take the facramcnt from our clergy's 
hands, and in our pofture ; or indeed why 
compelled to receive it at all, when they 
take an employment which has nothing to 
do with religion ? 

Thefe are the notions which mod of 
that party avow, and which they do not 
endeavour to difguife or fet off with falfe 
colours, or complain of being mifrepre- 
fentcd about, I have here placed them on 
purpofe in the fame light, which themfelves 
do in the very apologies they make for 
what we accufe them of; and how invit- 
ing even thefe do<9:rincs are for fuch a: 
monarch to clofc with, as our law both 

* See Lttttr m tht ufl^ vol. ix. 
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ftatute and common unjeiilaJids 9 king 
. of England to be, let others decide. Bat 
then, if to the(c we fhould add othfiT Offt- 
nlons, which mod of thdr own wiiter^ 
juftify, and which their univerSil practice 
hath given a fandion to; ihcjr aie w 
inore than what a prince mig^ KsSoDS&h 
exped, as the natural coniequoice of t^ofe 
avowed principles. For when ^Qsh peribm 
are at the head of ailairs, the \av P{»Dic>n 
they have of princes will ^erta^^ lead 
them to violate that refped thc^Qiieiit to 
bear; and at the lame tinv^ th^ owiv 
,want of duty to their fovereign is lai|^y 
made up, by exading greater fubmiil^ms 
to themfelves from their fellow iiiljeds t 
it being indisputably true, that the fame 
principle of pride and ambition makes ^ 
man treat his equals ^yith infblence,. ux.tbe 
fame proportion as he ai&onts his Aiperi-^ 
ors ; as both prince and people have iv&r 
ciendy felt from die late miniftry. 

Then, from their confefled notions of 
religion as above related,. I fee no reafim 
to wonder, why they countenanced not 
only all forts of diflenters, but the ieveral 
gradations of free-thinkers aaaong us (afl 

t which 
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which are openly enrolled in their party;) 
nor why they were Co very averfe from the 
prcfent eftabliflied forjii of worfliip, which 
oy prefcribing obedience to princes from 
the topick of confcience would be fure to 
thwart all their fchemes of innovation. 

One thing I might add, as another ac- 
knowledged maxim in that party, and in 
my opinion as dangerous to the conftitu- 
tion as any I have mentioned ; I mean, 
that of preferring on all occafions the 
tnonied intereft before the landed ; which 
they were fo far from denying, that they 
would gravely debate the reafonablenefs 
and juftice of it ; and at the rate they went 
on, might in a little time have found a 
majority of reprefentativcs fitly qualified 
to lay thofe heavy burdens on the reft of 
the nation, which themfelves would not 
touch with one of their fingers. 

However, to deal impartially, there are 
(brtie motives, which might compel a prince 
tinder the neceflity of affairs to deliver 
himfelf over to that party. They v/oxtfaid 
to poflefs the great bulk of cafh, and con- 
f6quentljr of credit in the nation ; and the 
heads of them had the reputation of pre- 

S 3 ^\^ia»j^ 
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tiding over thofe fbdetics, who have the 
great diredion of both : (o that ^all appli- 
cations for loans to the publick fervice up- 
on any emergency muft be made through 
them ; and it might prove highly danger- 
ous to diioblige them, becauie in that cafe 
it was not to be doubted, that they would 
be obftinate and malicious, ready to ob- 
{bu6t all adairs, not only by fhutnng their 
own purfes, but by endeavouring to fiok 
credit, although with (ptas preioit iijia- 
^naiy lofe to themfelves, only to ihew it 
waff a creature of their owp. 

From this fummary of whig principkf 
and difpofitions we find, what a prince 
may reafonably fear and hppe iroin that 
party. Let us now very briefly ponfider 
the do<ftrines of the toriesy which their ad- 
verfaries will not difpute, A? they ptefer 
a well regulated monarchy before all othec 
forms of government, fo they think it next 
to impoiTible to alter that inftitution here^ 
without involving our whole iflanid in blood 
and d^fplation. They believe, that die pre-r 
rogative of a fovereign Qught at lea^l to b^« 
lield as facred and inviolable as the rights of 
his people J if only for this reafon, teaiifp 

^tbowt 
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without a due fhare of power he will not 
be able to proted them. They think, that 
by many known laws of this realm, both 
ftatute and common, neither the perfon 
nor lawful authority of the prince ought 
upon any pretence whatfocver to be re- 
fifted or difobeyed. Their fentiments in 
relation to the church are known enough, 
and will not be controverted, being juft 
the reverfe to what I have delivered as the 
dodrine and pradiice of the whigs upon 
that article. 

But here I muft likewife deal impar- 
tially too ; and add one principle as a cha- 
radteriftick of the tories^ which hath much 
difcouraged fome princes from making 
ufe of them in affairs. Give the whigs but 
power enough to iniult their fovereign, 
engrofs his favours to themfelves, and to 
opprefs and plunder their fellow-fubjeds ; 
they prefently grow into good humour and 
good language towards the crown ; profefs 
they will ftand by it with their lives and 
fortunes; and whatever rudenefles they 
may be guilty of in private, yet they af- 
fure the world that there never was fo 
gracious a monarch. But to the ihame of 

S 4. tha 
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the tones it muft be confeffed, that no- 
thing of all this hath been ever obferved 
in them; in or out of favour, you fee no 
alteration, farther than a little cheerful- 
nefs or cloud in their countenances : the 
higheft employments can add nothing to 
their loyalty ; but their behaviour to their 
prince, as well as their exprcflions of love 
and duty, are in all conditions e^dlly the 
fame. 

Having thus impartially ftated the avow-r 
ed principle ofw/jig and tory j let the reader 
determine as he pleafcth, to which of thefe 
two a wife prince may, with moft fafety 
to himfdf and the publick, truft his per^ 
fon and his affliirs ; and whether it were 
raflincfs or prudence in her majefty to 
make thofe changes in the miniflry, wnicH 
have been fo Iiighly extolled by fome, and 
condemned by others, 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 
Thurfday, April 12, 171 1. 

Ires /pedes tarn dijfttniksy tria talia texta^ 
Una dies dedit exitio 

I Write this paper for the lake of the 
dijfentersy whom I take to be the moft 
fprcading branch of the whig party y that 
profejfeth chrifiianity j and the only one that 
fcems to be zealous for any particiJar fy^ 
ftem of it ; . the bulk of thofc we call the 
hw-church being generally indifFerent and 
undetermined in that point; and the other 
fubdivifions having not yet taken either 
the Old or New Teftament into their 
fcheme. By the dijfenters therefore it will 
^afily be underftood that I mean the pref" 
kyteriansy as they include the feds of ana- 
baptijisy independents^ and others, which 
have been melted down into them fincc 
the rejioration* This fed, in order to make 
itfelf national, having gone fb far as to 
raife a rebellion, murder their king, de- 
(Iroy monarchy and the church, was af- 
tenva:|r4s broken in pieces by its own di* 

vifionsj 
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vifions ; which made way for the king s 
return frdm his exile. However the z«J- 
ous among them did fHll entertain hopes of 
recovering the dofnimon of grace', whereof 
I have read a remarkable paf&ge in a 
book publiflied about the year 1661, and 
written by one of their own fide. As one 
of the regicides was going to his execu- 
tion, a friend afked him, whether be thought 
the cscak would revive f Heanfwered, the 
caufe is in the hofom ^Chrifl; andasfure 
as Chrifl rofefrom the dead, Jo fur ewtU the 
caufe revive alfo. And therefore the noncon- 
formifs were flridly watched, and reflrain- 
ed by penal laws, during the reign of king 
Charles the fecond ; the court and kingdom 
looking on them as zfaBion ready to join 
in any defign againfl the government in 
church or flate. And furely this was rea- 
fonable enough, while fo many continued 
alive who had voted, and fought, and 
preached againfl both, and gave no proof 
that they had changed their principles. 
The noTiconformiJis were then exadtiy up- 
on the fame foot with our nonjurors now, 
whom we double tax, forbid their con- 
venticles, and keep under hatches, without 

thinking 



N?36. THE EXAMINER. 267 

thinking ourfelves poflefled with a perfe- 
cuting fpirit; becaufe we know they want 
nothing but the power to ruin us. This, 
in my opinion, fliould altogether filence 
the dijfenters complaints of perfecution 
under king Charles xht fecond; or make 
them fhew us wherein they differed at that 
time, from what omv Jacobites are now. 

Their inclinations to the church were 
foon difcovered, when king yames the fe- 
cond fucceeded to the crown, with whom 
they unanimoufly joined in its ruin to 
revenge themfelves for that reftraint, they 
had moft juftly fuffered in the foregoing 
reign, not from the perfecuting temper 
of the clergy, as their clamours would fug- 
geft, but the prudence and caution of the 
legiilature, The fame indulgence againft 
law was made ufe of by them and the 
papifts ; and they amicably employed their 
power, as in defence of one common in- 
tereft. 

But the revolution happening foon af- 
ter ferved to wafh away the memory of 
the rebellion ; upon which the run againft 
popery was no doubt asjuft and feafonable, 
9» that oi famticiftn after the reftoration; 

and 
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and the dread of popery bdiig then our 
lateft danger, and confequendy the moft 
fiefh upoti our ipirits, all mouths were 
open againft that; the dijfenten were re- 
\trarded with an indulgence hj law ; the 
i^bellbn and king*s murder were now no 
longer a reproach ; the former was onl/ a 
civil war, and whoever durft call it a re- 
MUon was z Jacobite 2sA friend to France* 
This was the more unexpeded, bbcaufe 
the revolution being whoUy brougjhtabout 
by church of England hands, they hoped 
bne good consequence of it would be the 
relieving us from the encroachments of 
dijfentersy as well as tliofe oipapifts', fincc 
both had equally confederated towards our 
ruin : and therefore, when the crown was 
new fettled, it was hoped at leaft, that the 
reft of the conftitution would be reftored. 
But this affair took a very different turn : 
the dijfenters had juft made a fhift to feve a 
tide, and join with the prince of Orange, 
when they found all was defperate with 
ihsxt proteBor]sing James y and obferving 
a party then forming againft the old prin- 
dples in church and flate, under the name 
of whigs and Ivw-churchmen^ they lifted 

them- 
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themfelves of it> where they have ever fince 
continued. 

It is therefore, upon the foot they now 
are, that I would apply myfelf to them, 
and defire they would confidcr the different 
circumftances at prefent, from what they 
were under, when they began their defign* 
againft the church and monarchy about 
feventy years ago. At that jundure they 
made up the body of the party; and who- 
foever joined with them from principles i^f 
revenge, difcontent, ambition, or love of 
change, were all forced to fhekcr under 
their denomination; united heartily in tlie 
pretences of a further and purer reforma- 
tion in religion, and of advancing the^r^^ 
work (as the cant was then) that God lea^ 
about to do in thefe nations ; received the 
fyflems of dodrine and difcipline prefcrib- 
ed by tlie Scots^ and readily took the co- 
venant ; fo that tlierc appeared no divifion 
among them, till after the common enemy 
was fubdued. 

But now their cafe is quite otherwife ; 
and I can hardly think it worth being of 
a party, upon the terms tliey have been 
received or late years. For fuppofe the 

whole 
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vrhsAcfaEHon (bould at leng^ fiicceed in 
tfadr defign of deftroying the church ; aitf ' 
they (b weak to imagine, diat the new 
modelling of religion would be put into 
their hand$? Would their brethren, the 
kw-<burcbmen icoAfree-tbinkerSy (ubniit to 
their difcipUney ^ca jytiods^ or their clc^a ; 
and divide the lands of bifho^M, or deans 
and chapters, among them? Hoir can 
they help oblenring, that their allies, in- 
dead of pretending more ^nfiity than 
other men, are iome of them fiir levelling 
all religbn; and die reft for aboGflui^it? 
Is it not manifeft, that they have been 
treated by their confederates cjcaftly after 
the lame manner as they were by king 
James the fecond ; made inftruments to . 
ruin the' church; not for their own fakes^ 
but imder a pretended projed of univerlal 
freedom in opinion to advance the dark 
defigns of thbfe who employ them? For, 
excepting xhtantimonarchicalprincipley and 
a few falfe notions about liberty^ I fee but 
litde agreement betwixt them ; and even in 
thefe, I believe, it would be impoftible to 
contrive a frame of government that would 
pleafe them all, if they had it now in their 

power 
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power to try. But however, to be fure, 
the prejbyterian inftitution would never 
obtain. For fuppofe they fhould, in imi- 
tation of their predeceflbrs, propofe to have 
no king but our Saviour Christ; the 
whole clan of free-thinkers would imme- 
diately objed and refufe his authority. 
Neither would their hw-church brethren 
ufe them better, as well knowing what 
enemies they are to that dodtrine of un- 
limited toleration, wherever they are fuf- 
fered to prefide. So that upon the whole 
I do not fee, as their prefent circumftances 
ftand, where the dijfenters can find better 
quarter than from the church oi England: 
Befides, I leave it to their confideration, 
whether, with all their zeal againft the 
church, they ought not to fhew a little 
decency ; and how far it confifts with their 
reputation to ad in concert with fuch con- 
federates. It was reckoned a very infamous 
proceeding in the prefent moji chrijlian 
king to afllft the Turk againft the emperor : 
policy and reafonsofftatewere not allow- 
ed fufficient excufes for taking part with 
an infidel againft a believer. It is one of 
the dijfenters quarrels againft the church, 

tRat 
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that (he is not enough fe&imed hoaipo* 
pay ; yet they boldly entered into a la^ 
yvithpapifts and a popijb frkiu to deranoy 
her. They profds much txadgXfy and ol>. 
jeA againft the wicked lives ii {bme of 
our members; yet they have been long,' 
and ftill continue, in fbid combiQation 
with Ubertims and athtifts to coiitriFe our 
ruin. What if the Jews ihouU multip]/) 
and become a formidable par^ iUnoiig us ? 
Wbiild the dijfenters yjki^ in alliance with 
them likewife, becaufe they Agree already, 
in fome g^eial principles, and becauCe the 
Jews are allowed tobe 2ijiiff-mciid and re- 
bellious people? 

It is the part of wife men to conceal 
their pafHons, when they are not in cir* 
cumfrances of exerting them to purpofe: 
The arts of getting power, and preserving 
indulgence, are very diiSerent. For the 
former, the reaibnable hopes of the fUf* 
/enters feem to be at. an end; their com- 
rades, the whigs and free-thinkersy are juft 
in a condition proper to be formal ; and 
the parliament, as well as the body, of the 
people, will be deluded no longer. Be^kles, 
it Sometimes happens for a caufe to be 

exhaufted 
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cxhaufted and worn out, as that of the 
whigs in general feems at prefent to be : 
the nation had felt enough of it. It is as 
vain to hope reftoring that decayed inter- 
eft, as for a man of lixty to talk of enter- 
ing on a new fcenc of life, that is only pro- 
per for youth and vigour. New circum- 
ftances and new men muft arife, as well as 
newocx:aiions, which are not like to hap- 
pen in our time. So that the ^ijjeniers 
have no game left at prefent, but to fccure 
their indulgence : in order to which, I will 
be fo bold to offer them fome advice. 

Fir/}, That uixtil fome late proceedings 
are a little forgot, tliey would take care not 
to provoke, by any violence of tongue or 
pen, fo great a majority as there is now 
againft them ; nor keep up any longer that 
combination with their broken allies ; but 
difperfe themfelves, and lie dormant againft 
fome better opportunity. I have fliewn 
they could liave got no advantage, if the 
late party had prevailed; and they will 
certainly lofe none by its fall, unlefs through 
their own fault. They pretend a mighty 
veneration for the Queen ; let them give 
proof of it by quitting the ruined intereft 

T of 
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of thofe, who have ufed her fo ill ; and by 
a due refped to the perfons (he is pleafol 
to truft at prefent with her ai&irs. When 
they can no longer hope to ^vern, when 
ftruggling can do them no good, and may 
pofTibly hurt them; what is left, but to 
be fUent and paffive ? 

Secondly y Although there be no law 
(befides that of God almighty) againfl oc- 
cafional conformity ^ it would be prudence 
in the dijfenters to ufe it as tenderly as they 
can : for befides the infamous hypocrify of 
the thing itfelf, too frequent pradice would 
perhaps make a remedy neceflary. And 
after all they have faid to juftify themfelves 
in this point, it ftill continues hard to con- 
ceive, how thofe confciences can pretend 
to be fcrupulous, upon which an employ- 
ment hath more power than the love of 
unity. 

In the laft place, I am humbly of opi- 
nion, that the dijfenters would do well to 
drop that lejfon they have learned from 
their direftors, of affeding to be under 
horrible apprehenfions, that the lories are 
in the intereft oi th.^ pretender, and would 
be ready to embrace the firft opportunity 

of 
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of inviting him over. It is with the worft 
grace in the world that they offer to join 
in the cry upon this article : as if thole, 
wJio alo7ic flood in the gap againft all the 
encroachments of popery and arbitrary 
pffwer^ are not more likely to keep out 
both than a fctt oi fchifmatkh^ who to 
gratify their ambition and revenge did, by 
the meaneft compliances, encourage and 
fpirit up that \infortunate prince to fall 
upon fuch meafures, as muft at laft have 
ended in the ruin of our liberty and re- 
ligion. 

P, S. I wi{h thofe, who give themfelves 
the trouble to write to the Examimry 
would confider whether what they fend 
be proper for fuch a pa|x;r to take no- 
tice of. I had one letter laft week, 
written as I fuppofe by a divine, to 
defire I would offer fome reafons a- 
gainft a bill now before the parliament 
for afcertaining the tythe of haps ; from 
which the writer apprehends great da- 
mage to the clergy, efpecially the poorer 
vicars. If it be as he fays (and he fecms 
to argue very rcafonably upon it) the 

T 2 con- 
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convocation now fitting will no doubt 
upon due application reprdent the 
matter to the houfe of commons; and 
he may expert all juftice and favour 
from thaX great bodyy who have already 
appeared fo tender of their rights. 

A gendeman likewife, who hath lent 
me feveral letters relating tx> per&nal 
hardfhips he received from fomc of the 
late miniftry, is advifed to publifli a 
narrative of them, they being too lai^y 
and not proper for this paper. 

NUMBER XXXVII. 
Thurfday, April igy 17 ii. 

Semper caufae event drum magis movent quam 
ipfa eventar 



I AM glad to obfervethat feveral among 
the nvhigs have begun very much to 
change their language of late. The ftyle 
is now among the reafonable part of them, 
when they meet a man in bufinefs, or a 
member of parliament; well gentlemen, if 
you go on as you have hitherto done, we ^all 
no longer have any pretence to comphin. 

They 
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They find it feems, that there have been yet 
no overtures made to bring in the preten- 
der^ nor any preparatory ftcps towards it. 
They read no enflaving votes, nor bills 
brought in to endanger the fubjed. The 
indulgence to fcrupulous confciences is 
again confirmed from the throne, inviola- 
bly preferved, and not the Jeaft whifpcr 
offered that may afFedl it. All care is taken 
to fupport tlie war; fupplics cheerfully 
granted, and funds readily fubibribcd to, 
in fpight of the little arts made ufc of to 
difcredit them. The juft refcntmcnts of 
fome, which are laudable in thcmfelves, 
and which at another juncture it might be 
proper to give way to, have been foftencd 
or diverted by the calmncfs of others. So 
that upon the article of prefent manage- 
ment I do not fee how any objeAion of 
weight can well be raifed. 

However our adverflirics ftill alledgc, 
that this great fucccfs was wholly unex- 
pcded, and out of all probable view : that 
in publick aft'airs we ought Icafl of all 
others to judge by events: that the at- 
tempt of changing a miniflry during the 
difficulties of a long war was rafh and 

1' -J incon- 



ftSc* THE EXAMINER. N«37. 

fiblc ; and is then only blamcable in his 
choice of time, when he defers one minute 
after it is in his power ; becaufe from the 
monftrous encroachments of exorbitant 
avarice and ambition he cannot tell how 
long it may continue to be fo. And it will 
be found upon enquiring into hiftory, that 
moft of thofc princes, who have been ru- 
ined by favourites, have owed their miA 
fortune to the negled of earlier remedies; 
defei ring to ftruggle, until they were quite 
funk. 

I'hc whigs are every day curfing the 
imgovernable rage, the haughty pride, and 
infatiable covetoufnefs of a certain per/on^ 
as the caufc of their fall; and are apt to 
tell their thoughts, that one Jingle removal 
might have fct all things right. But the 
intcrcfts of tha.t Jingle per/on were found 
upon experience fo complicated and wo- 
ven with the rcfl: by lovcj by awey by mar- 
riagCy by alliance^ tliat they would rather 
confound heaven and earth, than diflblvc 
fuch an union. 

I have always heard and underftood, 
that a king of England poflefled of his 
peoples Jiearts, at the head of a free par- 
liament, 
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liament, and in full agreement with a 
great majority, made the true figure in the 
world that fuch a monarch ought to do; 
and purfued the real intereft of himfelf 
and his kingdom. Will they allow her 
majefty to be in thofe circumflances at 
prefent? And was it not plain by the ad- 
drefles fent from all parts of the ifland, and 
by the vifible difpolition of the people, 
that fuch a parliament would undoubtedly 
be chofen ? And fo it proved, witliout the 
court's uiing any arts to influence elec- 
tions. 

What people then are thefe in a corner, 
to whom the conflitution muft truckle? 
If the whole nation's credit cannot fupply 
funds for the war, without humble appli- 
cations from the entire legiflature to a few 
retai/ersof money y it is high time we fhould 
fue for a peace. What new maxims are 
thefe, which neither we nor our forefathere 
ever heard of before, and which no wife 
inftitution would ever allow? Mufl our 
laws from henceforward pafsthe5<w«iand 
Ma/^ India company, or have their royal 
(tjfent before they arc in force? 

To 
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To hear fome of thde wordw reafimers 
talking (^ credit^ that ihe is to nice, fo 
fqueamifh, (o capricious, you would think 
they were delcrioing a lady troubled with 
vapours or the cholick to be removed 
only by a cour/e offledy or JwaOcwh^ a 
bullet. By the narrownefs of their thoughts 
one would imagine, they conceived the 
world to be no wider than Exchange alky. 
It is probable th^ may have iuch a dckly 
dame among them; and it is well if (he 
hath no worie diiea(es, confidering what 
hands fhe pailes through, fiut the national 
credit is of another complexion; of found 
health, and an even temper; her life and 
exiftcnce being a quinteflence drawn from 
the vitals of the whole kingdom: and we 
find thefe momy politicians^ after all their 
noifc, to be of the fame opinion by the 
court they paid her, when fhe lately ap- 
peared to them in the form of a lottery^. 

As to that mighty error in politicks they 
charge upon the Queen, for changing her 
miniflry in the heighth of a war, I fuppofe 
it is only looked upon as an error under a 
whiggijh adminijlration \ otherwife the late 
king had much to anfwer for, who did it 

pretty 
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pretty frequently. And it is well known, 
that the late miniftry o{ famous memory 
was brought in during the prefcnt war ; 
only with this circumftancc, that two or 
three of the chief did firft change their own 
principles, and then took in fuitable com- 
panions. 

But however, I fee no reafon why the 
tories fhould not value their wifdom by 
events, as well as the whigs. Nothing was 
ever thought a more precipitate, rafh 
counfcl than that oi altering the coin at the 
juncture it was done; yet the prudence of 
the undertaking was fufEciently Juftified 
by the fuccefs. Perhaps it will be laid, that 
the attempt was necellary, becaufe the 
whole fpecies of money was fo grievoufly 
clipped and counterfeit : and is not her 
majefty's authority as facred as her coin ? 
And hath not that been moft fcandaloufly 
clipped and mangled, and often counteri- 
feited too ? 

It is another grievous complaint of the 
whigs^ that their late friends, and the whole 
party are treated with abundance of feve^ 
rity in print, and in particular by the Ex- 
aminer. They think it hard, that when 

they 
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or up. I believe they will not pretend to 
objcA the fame thing to us : nor do I re- 
member any conftant weekly paper with 
reflexions on the late miniftry or junto. 
They have many weak dcfencclefs parts ; 
th<3?y have not been ufed to a regular at- 
tack, and therefore it is that they are fo ill 
able to endure one, when it comes to be 
their turn. So that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did 
of all their lies, and malice for twice as 
many years. 

I cannot forbear obfcrving upon this 
occafion, that thofe worthy authors I am 
fpeaking of, feem to me not fiiirly to re- 
prefent the fentiments of their party ; who 
in difputing with us do generally give up 
fcveral of the late miniftry, and freely own 
many of their failings. I'hey confefs the 
mortftrous debt upon the nofoy to have been 
caufed by moft fcandalous mifmanage- 
ment ; they allow the infolence oifovtey and 
the avarice of others^ to have been infup- 
portable: but thefe gentlemen are moft 
liberal of their praifes to thofe perfons, 
and upon thofe very articles, where their 
wifcft friends give up the point. They 

gravely 
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gravely tell us, ihaxjiich a one was the 
moft raithful icrvant that ever any prince 
had; amiber the moft dutiful; zwirdy die 
moft generous; z fourth^ of the greateft 
integrity : fo that I look upon theie cham- 
pions rather as retained by a c<i^^than»a 
party 'y which I deiire the reaibnable men 
among them would pleafe to coniider. 

NUMBER XXXVm. 
Thurfday, April 26, 171 1. 

Indignum eflinea chitate^ quae legibus cm- 
tinetur^ difcedi a legibus^ 

I Have been often confidering how it 
comes to pafs, that the dexterity of man- 
kind in evil fhould always out-grow not 
only the prudence and caution of private 
peribnS) but the continual expedience of 
the wifeft laws contrived to prevent it. I 
catmot imagine a knave to poflefs a greater 
fhare of natural wit or genius, than an 
honeft man. I have known very notable 
iharpcrs at play, who upon all occafions, 
were as great dunces as human fhape can 
well allow; and I believe, the iame might be 

obterved 
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obferved among the other knots of thieves 
and pick-pockets about this town. The 
propofition however is certainly true, and 
to be confirmed by an hundred inftances. 
A fcrivener, an attorney, a ftock-jobber, 
and miny other retailers of fraud fliall not 
only be able to over-reach others much 
wifer than themfelves, but find out new 
inventions to elude the force of any law 
made againft them. I fuppofe the reafon 
of this may be, that as the aggrcflbr is faid 
to have generally the advantage of the 
defender^ fo the makers. of the law, which 
is to defend our rights, have ufually not fo 
much induftry or vigour as thofe, whofe 
intereft leads them to attack it. Befides, 
it rarely happens that men are rewarded 
by the publick for their juftice and virtue ; 
neither do thofe, who ad upon fuch prin- 
ciples, exped any recompence until the 
next world : whereas fraud, where it fuc- 
ceeds, gives prefent pay; and this is al- 
lowed the greateft fpur imaginable both 
to labour and invention. When a law is 
made to ftop fome growing evil, the wits 
of thole, whofe intereft it is to break it 
with fecrecy or impunity, are immediately 

at 
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at work ; and even among thole who pre- 
tend to fairer charaders, many would 
gladly find means to avoid what they would 
not be thought to violate. They defire to 
reap tlie advantage if pofUble without the 
fhame, or at leaft without the danger. 
This art is what I take that dextrous race 
of men, fprung up foon after the revolu- 
tion, to have fludicd with great applica- 
tion ever fincc; and to have arrived at 
great perfcdion in. According to the 
doctrine of fome rcmipi caiuifls, they 
have found out quant prope ad peccatum 
Jim peccato pojfvit accedere\ they can tell 
how to go within an inch of an impeach- 
ment, ;ukI yet come back untouched. 
They know what degree of comiption will 
juft forfeit :in employment, and whether 
the bribe you receive be fuificient to fet 
you riglit, and put fomething in your 
pocket befuici.: how much to a penny, 
you may fafcly cheat the Queen, whether 
forty, fifty, or fixty per cmt. according to 
th'j flat ion )'ou are in, and the difpofitions 
ol the pcilons in office below and above 
you. 1 hey have computed the price you 
may feciuely take or give for a place, or 

what 
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what part of the flilary you ought to re- 
fervc: they can difcreetly diftribute five 
luindred pounds in a fniall borough with- 
out any danger ironi the ftatutes againft 
bribing elcdions. They can manage a 
bargain for an office by a third, fourth, or 
fifth hand; fo that you fliall not know 
whom to accufe : they can win a thou- 
fand guineasS at play in fplght of tlie dice, 
and fend away the lofcr fatisficd. They 
can pafs the mcft exorbitant accounts, 
over-jiay tlie creditor with half his de- 
mands, and fmk the reft. 

It would be endlefs to relate, or rather 
indeed inipollible to difcover the feveral 
arts, which curious men have found out to 
enrich them felves by defrauding the publick 
in defiance of the law. The military men 
both by fea and land have equally cul- 
tivated this mofl ufeful fcience: neither 
hath it been altogether negleded by the 
other fex ; of which, on tlie contrary, I 
could produce an inftance, that would make 
ours blu(h to be fo iar out-done. 

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws 
themfelves are extremely defedive in many 
articles, which 1 take to be one ill elle<^l ot 

U our 
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inflaming circumftaiices of the fad would 
not have fufficed, in the opinion of many 
lawyers, to have puniflied him with death ; 
and the publick muft have lain under this 
dilemma^ cither to condemn him by a law 
ex poji faSio^ (which would have been of 
dangerous confequence, and from an igno- 
minious precedent) or undergo the mor- 
tification to fee the grcatcft villain upon 
earth cfcapc unpunimed, to the infinite 
triumph and delight oi popery ^ndfaBion, 
But even this is not to be wondered at, 
when we confider, that of all the infolences 
offered to the Quern fincc the ad of in- 
demnity (at Icaft that ever came to my ears) 
I can hardly inftance above two or three, 
which by the letter of the law could a- 
mount to high-treafon. 

From thefe defeds in our laws, and the 
want of feme difcretionary power, fafely 
lodged, to exert upon emergencies; as 
well as from the great acquirements of able 
men to elude the penalties of thofe laws 
they break, it is no wonder that the in- 
juries done to the publick are fo feldom 
rcdreffed. But bcfidcs, no individual fuffcrs 
by any wrong he doth to the common- 

U 2 wealth, 
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weal tilt in proportion to the advantage he 
g-.iins by doitig it. There arc fuvcn or eight 
millions, who contribute to the lofs, while 
the whole gain is funk among a few. The 
damage fuffered by tlie publjck is not fa 
immediately or hea\'ily idt by particular 
perfons; and the zeal of profccutions i 
apt to drop and be loft among numbers. 
But imagine a fctt of politicians foi 
many years at tlie he:id of amin, the gfim* 
vifibly their own, and by confequcnc 
ailing with great fccurity; may not the 
be fometimes tempted to forget their cau- 
tion by length of time, by cxcefs of ava- 
rice and ambition, by the indolence or vio- 
lence of their nature, or perhaps by a mere 
contempt for their adverHu-ies? May not \ 
fuch motives as thefe put them often upon i 
adHons diredlly againft the Jaw, fuch as | 
no evafiona can be found for, and whicb 
will lay them fully open to the vengeance , 
of a prevailing intereft, whenever tliey arc 
out of power? It is anfwcred in die affir- 
mative. And here wc cannot refuie the 
late miniftry their due praifes ; who forc- 
fccing a ftorm provided for their own 
fafety by two admirable expedients, by 

whichj 
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which with great prudence they have 
efcaped the piiniftiments due to pernicious 
counfels and corrupt management. The 
firft was to procure under pretences hardly 
fpecious a general a£t of indemnity, which 
cuts off" all impeaclmients. The fecond 
was yet more refined: fuppofe, forinftance, 
a counfel is to be purfued, which is necef- 
fary to carry on the dangerous deiigns of 
a prevailing party, to prcferve them in 
power, to gratify the unmcafural^le appe- 
tites of a few leaders civil and military, al- 
though by hazarding the ruin of the whole 
nation ; this counfel defperate in itfcH, 
imprcccdcntcd in its nature, tliey procure 
a majority to form into an addreis, which 
makes it look like the fenfe of the nation. 
Under that flielter tliey carry on the work, 
and lie fccure againft after-reckonings. 

I mufl: be fo free to tell my meaning in 
this ; that among other tlnngs, I underftand 
it of the addrefs made to the Quf.i:n about 
three years ago, to dcfire that her majefty 
would not confcnt to a peace, without the 
entire reftitution of Spiii/i. A proceeding 
which to people abroad mufl: look like the 
bigbcft ftrain of temerity, folly, and gaf- 

U 3 coiVv\dv:.% 
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conade. But we at home, who allow the 
promoters of that advice to be no fools, 
can eafily comprehend the depth and my- 
ftery of it. They were affurcd by this 
means to pin down the war upon us; con- 
fequently to encreafe their own power and 
wealth, and multiply difficulties on the 
Queen and kingdom, until they had fixed 
their party too firmly to be fhaken, when- 
ever they fliould find themfelves difpofed 
to reverie their addrcfs, and give us leave 
to wifh for a peace. 

If any man entertains a more favourable 
opinion of this monftrous ftep in politicks, 
I would afk liim, what wc muft do in cafe 
we find it impoffiblc to recover Spain f 
Thofe among thcxc'/i/^J", who believe a God, 
will confcfs that the events of war lie in 
his hands; and the reft of them, who ac- 
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that 
fortune hath too great a fliare in the good 
or ill fucccfs of military adions to let a 
wife man reafon upon them, as if they 
were entirely in his power. If providence 
fhall think fit to rcfufe fuccefs to our arms ; 
with how ill a grace, with what fhame 
and confufion firill we be obliged to recant 

that 
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that precipitate addrefs, unlels the world 
will be fo charitable to confider, that par- 
liaments among us diiFer as much as prin- 
ces ; and that by the fatal conjunAion of 
many unhappy circumftances it is very 
polfiblc for our ifland to be rcprefented 
fonictimes by thofc, who have the leaft 
pretenfions. So little truth or juftice there 
is in what Ibmc pretend to advance, that 
the a<ftions of former fcnatcs ought always 
to be treated with rcfjicd: by the latter j 
that thofc aflcmblics are all equally vene- 
rable, and no one to be preferred before 
another: by which argument the parlia- 
ment that began the rebellion againft king 
Charles I, voted his trial, and appointed 
his murilerers, ought to be remembered 
with refpcdl; 

But to return from this digreflion ; it 
is very plain, that confidering the defec- 
tivcnels of our laws, the variety of cafes, 
the weaknefs of the prerogative, the power 
or the cunning of ill-deiigning men, it is 
poflil)le that many great abufes may Ixi 
viiibly committed, which cannot be legally 
punirtied; efpecially if we add to this, that 
ibmc enquiries might probably involve 

U 4 thofc, 
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thofc, whom upon other accounts it is not 
thf)u.!:h.t convenient to diflurb. Therefore 
it is very falfe reafoning, efpecially in the 
maniigcmciit ol publick affairs, to argue 
that men arc innocent, bccaufe the law 
ha^h nr)t pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to fupply fuch 
deu cts as thefe, that fatyr was firft intro- 
ducjJ into the world; whereby thofe, 
wlioni neither reli'non, nor natural virtue, 
nor fear of puniilinicnt were able to keep 
Within tlie bounds oi' their duty, might be 
witheld by the fhame of hiving their crimes 
cxpofed to open \ iew in the ftrongeft 
colours, and themfelves rendered odious to 
mankind. Perhaps all this may be little 
regarded by fuch hardened and abandoned 
3iatin-es as I have to deal with; but next 
to taming or binding a favage animal, the 
befl fervice you can do the neighbour- 
ho(;d is to gi\e them warning either 
to arm thcmfehes or not come iii its 
way- 
Could I have hoped for any figns of 
re morfc from the leaders of that fadion, 
I /lK)ii]d very gladly have changed my 
llyVj, and Pjrgot, or pafled by their mil- 
lion 
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lion of enormities. But they are every day 
more fond of difeovering their impotent 
zeal and malice: witnefs their condudb in 
the city about a fortnight ago, which had 
no other end imaginable, befides that of 
perplexing our affairs, and endeavouring 
to rhake things defpcrate, that themfelves 
may be thought neceffary. While they 
continue in this frantick mood I fliall not 
forbear to treat them as they dcfcrve ; that 
is to fay, as the inveterate, irreconcileable 
enemies to our country and its conftitu- 
tion. 



NUMBER XXXIX. 

Thu rfday , May 3 , 1 7 1 1 . 

uls tukrit Gracchos de feditione querentes i 



THERE have been certain topics of 
reproach liberally bellowed for fome 
years paft, by the whigs and tories upon 
each other. We charge the former with a 
defign of dcftroying the eJiabliJJjed churchy 
and introducing faftaiicifm ^nid free-think- 
ing in its ftcad. We accufe them as ene- 
jnies to monarchy} as endeavouring to 
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iinclcnninc the prcfcnt form of govern- 
ment, and to build a commonwealth, or 
ffnwj new fchcmc of their own, upon its 
ruins. On tlic other fide, their clamours 
n^j^ciinft us may be fumnied up in thofe 
tJircc formidable words popery^ arbitrary 
j)r-ji\r^ and tlie pretender. Our accufations 
\i'jj\\vSk. them vvc endeavour to make good 
l)y certain overt acl^; fuch as their perpe- 
tually abufing the whole body of the cler- 
gy, their declared contempt for the very 
order of prieflhood, their averfion agairift 
cj)ifcopacy, the publick encouragement 
and patronage they gave to Tindaly Toland^ 
and other atheiftical writers ; their appear- 
iiij.i; :r, j)rofefrcd advocates retained by the 
dilU.'nlLTs, exciifing their feparation, and 
laying the gnilt of it to the obftinacy of 
the ( luin h ; their frequent endeavours to 
rcpc.'il the tefl, and their fetting up the in- 
dulgdice to fcrupulous confciences as a 
point of greater importance than the efta- 
l)h*ni((l worfliip. 'J'he regard they bear to 
our wmarchy luith appeared by their open 
ridiruliiiL'; the mnrtyrdwi of king Charles I, 
in tliilr calve s-hcad cluhs^ their common 
diicourks, cmd their pamphlets; their de- 

uxiti^^ 
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nying the unnatural war raifcd againft 
that prince, to have been a rclK'llion ; their 
juftifying his murder in the allowed papers 
of the week ; their induftry in publifliing 
and fpreading feditious and republican 
tradts, fuch as Ludlow s Memoirs^ Sidney of 
Gcvernmenty and many others ; their end- 
lefs lopping of the prerogative and minc- 
ing into nothing her majefty's titles to the 
crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endea- 
vouring to introduce popery^ arbitrary 
porji^er^ and the pretender^ I cannot readily 
tell, and would be glad to hear : however 
thofe important words having by dextrous 
management, been found of mighty fcr- 
vice to the caufc, although applied with 
little colour, cither of reafon or juftice ; I 
have been confidering, whether they may 
not be adapted to more proper objcds. 

As to popery^ wJiich is the firft of thcfe ; 
to deal plainly, I can Iiardly think there 
is any fett of men among us, except the 
profeflbrs of it, who have any dire<5l inten- 
tion to introduce it here ; but the qucftion 
is, whether the principles and prafticcs of 
us, or the whjgs^ be moft likely tq make 



3on THE EXAMINER. N«» 39. 

way for it? It is allowed on all hands, that 
among the methods concerted at Romey 
for bringing over England into the bofbm 
of the catholick church, one of the chief 
was to fend jefuits, and other emiflaries, 
in lay habits ; who pcrfonating trade/men 
and mccbaiikh fhould mix with the peo- 
ple, and under the pretence of a further 
antl purer reformatmt endeavour to divide 
us into as many fefts as poflible*, which 
would cither put us under the necefllty of 
icturning to our old errors to preferve 
jKo.cc at home; or by our dhifions make 
way for fomc powcrlul neighbour, with 
the afliflance oi' the popes permiflion and 
a confecrated banner, to convert and enjlave 
us at once. If this hath been reckoned 
good politicks (and it was the beft the 
jejhit fchools could invent) I appeal to any 
man, v/liethcr the whigs^ for many years 
paft, have not been employed in the very 
ilune work ? They profeffed on all occa- 
fions, that they knew no rcafon why any 
one fyftcm o^ fpeciilathe opinions (as they 
term the dodlrincs of the church) fhould 
be cftabliflicd by law, more than another; 
or why employments fliould be confined 

to 
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to the religion of the magiftrate, and that 
called the church eftablipcd. The grand 
maxim they laid down was, tliat no man 
for the fake of a few notiofis and cerc7?iomes^ 
under the names of doSirine and difciplhiey 
fhould be denied the liberty of ferving his 
country: as if places would go a begging, 
unlefs brownijisy famiUjls^ Jwcet fmgersj 
quakerSy anabaptijls^ and muggletoiiians 
would take them off our hands- 

I have been fometimcs imagining this 
fcheme brought to perfedlion, and how 
diverting it would be to fee half a dozen 
Jweet fingers on the bench in their ermines, 
and two or three quakers with tlicir white 
ftaves at court. I can only fiiy, this project 
is the very counter-part of the hitc king 
James s defign, which he took up as the 
bed method for introducing his ow7i reli- 
gion under the pretext of an tmivafid 
liberty of confi:ience^ and that no difference 
in religion fhould make any in his favour. 
Accordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt 
fome employments among diffaiteis of 
mod denominations ; and what he did was 
no doubt in purfuance of the befl advice 
he could get at home or abroad; but the 

church 
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church thought it the mod dangerous ftep 
he could take for her dcftruction. It is true 
king yittfics admitted papijls among tlic 
reft, which the vjhigs would not : but this 
is fufficicntly made up by a material cir- 
cuniftancc, wherein they feem to have 
much outdone that prince, and to have 
carried their liberty of cofifcience to a higher 
point, having granted it to all the clafles 
o^ frce-thifikas (which the nice confcience 
oi A popi/I.^ pri/icc would not give him leave 
tovlo) and were therein mightily overfeen ; 
becaiifc it is agreed by the learned, that 
there is but a very narrow ftep itovaatheifm 
lo t!\e other qxXiqwh:^ fupcrjiitiou. So that 
upon the wliole, whether the ivhigs had 
aiiv real defign 'of bringing in popery or 
no, it is very plain that they took the moft 
cfleduiil ftep towards it; and if the j'efuits 
had been their inunediate direftors, they 
could not have taught them better, nor 
have iound aptcr feholars. 

Their fecond accufation is, that we en- 
courage and maintain arbitrary power in 
princes ; and promote enflaving dodlrines 
among tlie people. 'I'his they go about to 
pro\'C by inftances, producing the parti- 
cular 
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cular opinions of certain divines in king 
Charles II's reign, a decree of Oxford wii- 
verfity^ and fome few writers lincc the 
revolutiofu What they mean is the prin- 
ciple Q)i pajftvc obedience and non-refijlancey 
which thofe who affirm,. did I beHcve ne- 
ver intend (hoiild include arbitrary power. 
However, although I am fenfible that it 
is not reckoned prudent in a difpute to 
make any conccflions without the laft ne- 
ceffity; yet I do agree, that in my own 
private opinion fome writers did carry 
that tenet oi pafftve obedietice to a heighth, 
which feemed hardly confiftent with the 
liberties of a country, whofe laws can 
neither be enaded nor repealed without 
the confent of the whole people ; I mean 
not thofe, who affirm it due in general, as 
it certainly is, to the legiflature ; but fuch 
as fix it entirely in the prince's perfon. 
This laft hath, I believe, been done by a 
very lew; but when the whigs quote au- 
thors to prove it upon us, they bring in 
all who mention it as a duty in general, 
without applying it to princes abftradlcd 
from their fenate. 
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Vy/ thu-, freely declaring my own fenti- 
menti of pajfrcz ohedieme, it will at leaft 
appear that I do not write for a party ; 
neither do I upon any occafion pretend 
to fpcak their fentimcnts, but my own. 
The majority of the two houfes, and the 
prefent miniftry fif thofe be a party) feem 
to me in all their proceedings to purfue 
the rc-al intereft of church and ftate ; 
and if I fliould happen to differ from par- 
ticular pcrfons among them in a fingle 
notion about government, I fuppofe they 
will not upon that account explode me 
and my paper. However, as an anfwer 
once for all to the tedious fcurriHties of 
thofe idle people, who affirm I am hired 
and directed what to write ; I muft here 
inform them, that their cenfure is an efie<ft 
of their principles. Tlic prelent miniftry 
are under no neceffity of employing pro- 
ftitute pens ; they hav c no dark defigns to 
promote by advancing heterodox opifiions. 

But (to return) fuppofe two or three 
private divines under ki77g Charles the fe- 
cond did a little overflrain the doEirine of 
pajffive obedience to princes ', fbme allowance 
might be given to the memory of that 

ten- 
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unnatural rebellion againft his father, atid 
the difmal confequehces of refijiance. It 
is plain by the proceedings of the church- 
men before and at the revolution, that 
this dodlrine was never deflgned to intro- 
duce arbitrary power'. 

I look upon the whigs and dijfenters to 
be exadly of the lame political faith ; let 
Us therefore lee, what Ihare each of them 
had in adv^ancing arbitrary power. It is 
manifell, that th^fanaticks made Cromwell 
the moll abfolute tyrant in Chrijiendom, 
The rump abolilhed the houfe of lords^ the 
army abolilhed the rutnp^ and by this army 
oi faints he governed. The diffenters took 
liberty of confcience and employments 
from the late ]dtig James, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his difpenfmg pmsoer 'y which 
makes a king of England as ablblute as 
the Turk, The whigs under the late king 
perpetually declared for keeping up a 
ilanding army in times of peace; which 
hath in all ages been the firll and great 
ftep to the ruin of liberty. They were be- 
fides difcovering every day their inclina- 
tions to deftroy the rights of the church, 
and declared their opinion in all companies 
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agalnft the bifhops fitting in the houfe of peer i% 
which was exadtly copying after their pre- 
deceflbrs o^ forty one. I need not fay, their 
real intentions were to make the kingab- 
folute; but whatever be the defigns of in- 
novating men, they ufually end in a tyran- 
ny ; as we may fee by an hundred exam- 
ples in Greeccy and in the later common- 
wealths oi Italy mentioned by MachiaveL 
In the third place, the whigs accufe us 
of a defign to bring in ^q pretender ', and 
to give it a greater air of probability, they 
fuppofe the Queen to be a party in this 
defign ; which however is no very extra- 
ordinary fuppofition in thole, who have 
advanced fuch fingular paradoxes concern- 
ing Greg and Giiifcard. Upon this article 
tlieir charge is general without ever of- 
fering to produce an inftance. But I verily 
think and believe, it will appear no para- 
dox, that, if ever he be brought in, the 
whigs are Ills men. For firft, it is an un- 
doubted trutli, that a year or two after the 
7'evolution, feveral leaders of that party had 
their pardons fent them by the late king 
"James \ and had entered upon meafures to 
reAore him on account of fome diibbli- 

«^UQns 
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gations they received from king William^ 
Befides, I would afk, whether. thofe who 
are under the greateft ties of gratitude to 
king yames., are not at this day become the 
moft zealous isohigsf And of what party 
thofe are now, who kept a long corre- 
fpondencewithAj/. G^r^«<2/w.^ 

. It is Hkewife very obfervable of late, 
that the njohigs upon all occafions profefs 
their belief of the pretender s being no im- 
fojiory but a real prince^ born of the late 
Queen's body; which, whether it be true 
or falfe, is very unleafonably advanced, 
conlidering the weight fuch an opinion 
muft have with the vulgar, if they once 
thoroughly believe it. Neither is it at all 
improbable, that the pretender himfelf puts 
his chief hopes in the friendfhip he expeds 
from the dijfenters and whigs^ by his choice 
to invade the kingdom, when the latter 
were moft in credit; and he had reafon to 
count upon the former from the gracious 
treatment they received from his fuppofed 
father, and their joyful acceptance of it. 
But further, what could be more confiftent 
with the whiggijh notion of a revolution- 
principle, than to bring in the ^retencter % 

X2 I^T«-- 
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A reuolution-principU^ as their writings and 
difcourfes have taught us to define it, is . 
a principle perpetually difpofing men to 
revolutions: and this is fuitable to the fa- 
mous faying of a great whigy that the more 
revolutions the better ; which, how odd a 
maxim foever in appearance, I take to be 
the true charadleriftick of the party. 

A dog loves to turn round often; yet, 
after certain resolutions he lies down to reji: 
but heads under the dominion of the moon 
are for perpetual changes^ and perpetual 
revolutions : befides, the whigs owe all their 
wealth to wars and revolutions 5 like the 
girl at Bartholomew- f air y who gets a penny 
by turning round a hundred times with 
fwords in her hands. 

To conclude, the whigs have a natural 
faculty of bringing in pretenders, and will 
therefore probably endeavour to bring in 
the great one at laft. How many pretenders 
to wit, honour, nobility, politicks, have 
they brought in thcfclaft twenty years? In 
fhort, they have been fomctimes able to 
procure a majority o^ pretenders in parlia- 
ment ; and wanted nothing to render the 
work complete, except a pretender sX. their 
head. "^^i M.- 
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N U M B E R XL. 
Thurfday, May 10, 1711. 

Dos eft magna parentium virtus. 

I Took up a paper* fome days ago in a 
coffee-houfe; and if the corrednefs of 
the ftyle, and a fuperior fpirit in it, had 
not immediately undeceived me, I fhould 
have been apt to imagine I had been read- 
ing an Examifter. In this paper there were 
feveral important proportions advanced. 
For inftance, thsit providerice raifedup Mr, 
Harley to be an injlrument of great good, in 
a very critical junSiure^ when it was much 
wanted. Tliat his very enemies acknowledge 
his eminent abilities^ and dijiinguijijing me^ 
rity by their unwearied and refllefs endea^ 
vours againji his perfon and reputation'^ 
that they have had an inveterate malice 
againji both ; that he hath been wonderfully 
prefervedfrom some unparallelled attempts^ 
with more to the fame purpofe. I imme- 
diately computed by rules of arithmetick, 

• The fpe!(ker'« congratu- cape and recovery. Sec tho 
lation of Mr. Harlty in the next number, 
luune of the huufe, on his ef- 
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that in the laft cited words there was 
fomctliing more intended than the at- 
tempt ot Guifcard^ which I think, can 
properly pafs but for one of the some. And 
although I dare not pretend to guefs the 
author's meaning ; yet the expreflion al- 
lows fu(;h a latitude, that I would venture 
to hold a wager, mod readers both whig 
and tory have agreed with me, that this 
plural number mufl in all probability 
among other fads take in the bufinefs of 
Greg. 

Sec now the difference of ftyles. Had 
I been to have told my thoughts on this 
occafion ; inftead of faying how Mr. Har- 
liy was treated by fome perfons^ and pre- 
fcrvcd from fame unparallelled attempts, I 
flioulcl with intolerable bluntne/s and ill 
manners have told a formal ftory of a 
conunittee fent to a condemned criminal 
in Newgate to bribe him with a pardon, 
on condition he would fwear high treafon 
ftgainft his maftcr, who difcovered his cor- 
rcfpondcnce and fccured his perfon, when 
a certain grave politician had given him 
warning to make his efcape : and by this 
mc;uis I fhould Jiavc drawn a whole fwarm 
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of hedge writers to exhaiift their catalogue 
of fcurrilities againft me, as a Har, and a 
flanderer. But with fubmiflion to the au- 
thor of that forementioned paper, I think 
he hath carried that expreflion to the ut- 
mofl: it will bear; for after^all this noife, 
I know of but two attempts againft Mr. 
Harley^ that can really be called unparaU 
lelled, which are thofe aforefaid of Greg 
and Guifcard\ for as to the reft, I will en- 
gage to parallel them from the ftory of 
Catiline^ and others I could produce. 

However I cannot but obferve with 
infinite pleafure, that a great part of what 
I have charged upon the late prevaiUng 
fadion, and for affirming which I have 
been adorned with fo many decent epi- 
thets, hath been fufficicntly confirmed at 
feveral times by the refolutions of one or 
the other houfe of parliament. I may tliere- 
fore now fay, I hope, with good authority, 
that there have been fome unparallelled at- 
tempts againfi Mr. Harley : that the late' 
miniftiy were juftly to blame in fome ma- 
nagements, which occafioned the unfor- 
tunate battle of Almanza^ and tlie difap- 
pointment at Thouhn : that the ^ublvck 

X 4. "^^^^ 
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hath been grievoufly wroi^ed by moft 
notorious frauds during the whig adrmm-f 
firatim'i that tho(e, who advifed the bring-^ 
ing in the Palatines^ were enemies to the 
)dngdom} that the late managers of the 
revenue have not duly pafled their accounts 
for a great part of thir^ five millions, and 
ought not to be trufted in fiich employ- 
ments any more. Perhaps in a little time, 
I may venture to affirm fbme other para- 
doxes of this kind, and produce the fame 
vouchers. And perhaps aUb, if it had not 
been fo bufy a period, inflead of one Exa- 
miner, the late miniflry might have had 
above four hundred, each of whofe little 
fingers would be heavier than my loins. 
It makes me think of Neptune s threat tq 
the winds : 

iluos ego — fed motos praeftat componera 
jluEius. 

Thus, when the fons of ^qIus had almofl 
funk the fhip with the tenipefls they raifed, 
it was neceflaiy to fmooth the ocean, and 
iecure the vefTel, inflead of purfuing the 
pffendefs. 

But 
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Bi|t I obferve the general expciftation at 
prefent, inftcad of dwelling any longer 
upon conje<Shires who is to be punifhed 
for pail mifcarriages, Teems bent upon the 
rewards intended to thofe, who have been 
fo highly inftrumental in refcuing our 
conftitution from its late danger. It is the 
obfervation of Tacitus in the life oiAgri- 
cohy that his eminent fervices had raifed z, 
general opinion of his being defigned by 
the emperor for praetor oi Britain: Nullis 
in hoc fuis fermonibuSy fed quia par vide- 
hatur ; and then he adds, Nonfemper errat 
Famay aliquando et eligit. The judgment 
oi a wife prince, and the general difpofi^ 
tion of the people, do often point at the 
fame perfon; and fometimes the popular 
wifhes do even foretcl the reward intended 
for fome fuperior merit. Thus, among 
feveral deferving perfons tliere are two, 
whom the publick vogue hath in a pecu- 
liar mannei* fingled out as defigned very 
foon to receive the choiceft marks of the 
royal favour. One of them to be placed in 
a very, high ftation, and both to increafc 
^c number of our nobility*. This I fiy, 

* Harhj and St, Jtbn, 
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is the general conjefture ; for I pretend to 
none, nor will be chargeable if it be not 
fulfilled; fince it is enough for their hon- 
our, that the nation thinks them worthy 
of the greatcft rewards. 

Upon this occafion I cannot but take 
notice, that of all the hercfies in politicks 
profufely fcattered by the partifans of the 
late adminijlrationy none ever difpleafed me 
more, or feemed to have more dangerous 
confequences to monarchy^ than tliat per- 
nicious talent fo much afieded of difco- 
vering a contempt for birth^ frff^ifyy and 
ancient nobility. All the threadbare topicks 
oi poets and orators were difplayed to dif- 
cover to us, that merit and virtue were the 
only nobility ; and that the advantages of 
blood could not make a knave or &.foo/ ci- 
ther honeft or wife. Moft popular com- 
jnotions we read of in the hiftories of 
Greece and Rome took their rife from un- 
jufl: c)uarrels to the nobles', and in the latter, 
the Plebeians cneroaclunents on the Po" 
tricians were the firft caufe of their ruin. 

Su[)p()fc there be nothing but opinion in 
the difference of blood; every body knows, 
that authority is very much founded on 

Q^inion^ 
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opinion. But furely that difference is not 
wholly imaginary. The advantages of a 
liberal education, of chufing the beft com- 
panions to converfe with, not being under 
the neceflity of pradifing little mean tricks 
by a fcanty allowance, the enlarging of 
thought, and acquiring the knowledge of 
men and things by travel, the example of 
anceftors inciting to great and good ani- 
ons ; thefe are ufually fome of the opporT 
tunities, that fall in the way of thofe who 
are born of what we call the better fami- 
lies: and allowing genius to be equal in 
them and the vulgar, the odds are clearly 
on their fide. Nay, we may obferve in fome, 
who by the appearance of merit or favour 
of fortune have rifcn to great ftations from 
an obfcure birth, that they have ftill re- 
tained fome fordid vices of xhtix parentage 
or education, either infatiable avarice^ or 
ignominious faljhood and corruption. 

To fay the truth, the great negled of 
education in feveral noble families, whof- 
fons are fuffered to pafs the moft improver 
able feafons of their youth in vice and idler 
jiefs, have too much leflened their repu- 
tation : but even this misfortune we owc^ 
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among all the reft, to that whiggijh prac- 
tice of reviling the unherjities under the 
pretence of their inftilling pedantry, nar- 
rofw principles y and high-church doBrines. 

I would not be thought to undervalue 
tnerit and virtue^ wherever they are to be 
found; but will allow them capable of the 
higheft dignities in a ftate, when they are 
in a very great degree of eminence. A 
pearl holds its value, though it be found 
in a dunghil ; but however, that is not the 
moft probable place to fearch for it. Nay 
I will go farther, and admit, that a man 
of quality without merit is juft fo much 
the worfe for his quality j which at once 
fets his vices in a more publick view, and 
reproacheth him for them. But on the 
other fide, I doubt thofe, who are always 
undervaluing the advantages of birth, and 
celebrating perfbnal merit, have principally 
an eye to their own, which they are fully 
fatisfied with, and which no body will 
difpute with them about \ whereas they 
cannot without impudence and folly pre- 
tend to be nobly born ; becaufe this is a 
fecret too eafily difcovered : for no mens 
parentage is fo nicely enquired into as 

tbit; 



N»40. THE EXAMINER. 317 

that of affuming upftarts, efpecially when 
they affed to make it better than it is, as 
they often do, or behave themfelves with 
infolence. 

But whatever may be the opinion of 
others upon this iubje<a, whofe phiiofophi- 
cal fcom for blood and famlies reacheth 
even to thofe that are royai^ or perhaps 
todk its rife from a isohiggijh contempt of 
the latter : 1 am pleafed to find two fuch 
inftances of extraordinary merit, as I have 
mentioned, joined with ancient and hon- 
ourable birth ; which, whether it be of 
real or imaginary value, hath been held in 
veneration by dl wife polite ftates bbth 
ancient and modem. And as much a fop- 
pery as men pretend to think it, nothing 
is more obfervable in thofe who rife to 
great place or wealth from mean originals, 
than their mighty folidtude to convince 
the world, that they are not fb low as is 
commonly believed. They are^acTto find 
it made out by fome jftrained genealogy, 
that they have a remote alliance with 
better families. Crofrrmll himlelf was 
pleafed with the impudence of a flatterer, 
who undertook to prove him defcended 



3i8 THE EXAMINER. N040. 

from a branch of the royal ftem. I know 
a citizen who adds or alters a letter in his 
name with every plumb \t acquires; he 
now wants only the change of a vowel* to 
be allied to a fovereign prince in Italy + ; 
and that perhaps he may contrive to be 
done by a miflake of the graver upon his 
tombjione. 

When I am upon this fubje£k of nobi- 
lity^ I am forry for the occafion given me 
to mention the lofs of a perfony who was 
fo great an ornament to it, as the late 
lord prefidentX\ who began early to di- 
ftinguim himfelf in the publickfervicey and 
pafTed through the highcft employments 
of ftatc, in the moft difficult times, with 
great abilities and untainted honour. As he 
was of a good old age, his principles o( 
religion and loyalty had received no mix- 
ture from late infujionsy but were inftilled 
into him by his illuftrious father, and other 
noble fpirits, who had cxpofed their lives 
and fortunes for the rcyal martyr : 

Pulcherrima proles y 

Magnanimi heroes nati melioribus annis. 

• Sir H. Furneje. f Farnefc. % Earl of RocheJItr. 

His 
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His firft great adion was, like Scipioy 
to defend his father when opprefled by 
numbers ; and his filial piety was not only 
rewarded with long Hfe, but with a fon, 
who upon thte like occafion would have 
ihewn the fame refolution. No man ever 
preferved his dignity better when he was 
out of power, nor mewed more affability 
while he was in. To conclude, his cha- 
rader (which I do not here pretend to 
draw) is fuch as his neareft friends may 
fafely truft to the moft impartial pen ; nor 
wants the leaft of that allowance which, 
they fay, is required for thofe who are 
dead. 

NUMBER XLI. , 
Thurfday, May 17, 17 11. 

^em cur diflringere coner^ 



Tutus ab infefiis latronibusf 

I Never let flip an, opportunity of endea- 
vouring to convince the world, that I 
am not partial ; and to confound the idle 
reproach of my being hired or direded 
what to write in defence of the prefent 



320 THE EXAMINER. K»4l, 

miniftry, or for dcteding the pradices of 
the fonner. When I fim undertook this 
paper, I firmly refolved, that if ever I ob- 
ferved any grofs negled, abuie, or corrup- 
tion in the pubHck management, which 
might give any juft offence to reafonable 
people; I would take notice of it with that 
innocent boldnefs which becometh an 
honeft man, and a true lover of his coun- 
try ; at the fame time preferving the re- 
Iped due to perfons fo highly entrufted 
by fo wife and excellent a Queen. I know 
not how fiich a liberty might have been 
relented ; but I thank God there hath been 
no occafion given me to exercife it; for I 
can fafely affirm, that I have with the ut- 
moft rigour examined all the adions of 
the prefent miniftry, as far as they fall 
under general cognizance, without being 
able to accufe them of one ill or miftaken 
ftep. Obferving indeed fbme time ago, 
that feeds of diflention had been plenti- 
fully fcattered from a certain corner^ and 
fearing they began to rife and fpread, I 
immediately writ a paper on the fubjed, 
which I treated with that warmth I thought 
it required ; but the prudence of thofe at 

the 
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the helm foon prevented thi$ growing evil ; 
and at prefent it feems Hkely tb have no 
confequences. 

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall 
occafion of quarrelling, which I thought 
too inconiiderable for a formal fubje£l of 
complaint, although I have hinted at it ' 
more than once. But it is grown at pre- 
fent to a3 great a heighth, as a matter of 
that nature can pofHbly bear ; and there- 
fore I conceive it high time that an effec- 
tual ftop fhould be put to it. I have been 
amazed at the flaming licentioufnefs of 
feveral weekly papers, which for Ibme 
months paft have been chiefly employed 
in bare-faced fcurrilities againft thofe who 
are in the greateft truft and favour with 
the Queen, with the firft and laft letters 
of their names frequendy printed, or fome 
feriphrafis dcfcribing their ftation, or other 
innuendo s contrived too plain to be miflaken. 
The confequence of which is (and it is na- 
tural it fliould be fo) that their long impil- 
nity hath rendered them ftill more auda- 
cious. 

At this time I particularly intend a pa- 
J)er called the Medley^ whofe iadefatv^Us. 
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inceflatit railings agaiqft me I never 
diought c^i^enient to take notice of, be- 
caufe it would have diverted, my defigo, 
which I intended to be of publick ufe. 
Befides, I never yet obferved that ^writer, 
or thofe writers (for it is every way a 
Me(Uey) to arsue againft any one material 
point or fa6t dbat I had advanced, or make 
one fair quotation; And after all, I knew 
very well how foon the wcirld grows weary 
of controverfy. It is plain to me, that three 
or four hands at leau have been joined at 
times in that worthy compofition; but 
the out-lines as well as the finiihing, feem 
to have been always the work of the feme 
pen, as it is vifible from half a icore beau- 
ties of ftyle infeparable from it But who 
thefe Medlers are, or where the judicious 
leaders have picked them up, I mall never 
go about to conjedure : famous r^uicour, 
ralfe wit, abandoned fcurrility, impudent 
falfhood, and fervile pedantry, having io 
many fathers, and fo few to own them, that 
curiofity herfelf would not be at the pains 
to guefs. It is the firft time I ever did my- 
felf the honour to mention that admirable 
paper; nor could I imagine any occafion 

likely 
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likely to happen, that would make it ne- 
ceflary for me to engage with fuch an ad- 
verfary. This paper is weekly publifhed, 
and, as appears by the number, hath been 
fo for fevcral months ; and is next to the 
Obfervator allowed to be the beft produc- 
tion of the party. Laft week my printer 
brought me that of May 7, Number 3 2, 
where there are two paragraphs relating to 
th.tfpeaker of the houfe of conmions, and 
to Mr. Harley, which, as little as I am in- 
clined to engage with fuch an antagonift, 
I cannot let pafs without failing in my duty 
to the publick : and if thofe in power will 
fuffer fuch infemous infinuations to pafs 
with impunity, they ad without precedent 
from any age or country of the world. 

I defire to open this matter, and leave 
the whigs themfelves to determine upon it. 
The houfe of commons refolved, nemine 
contradicente^ that xh&fpeaker fhould con- 
gratulate Mr. Harleys efcape and recovery 
in the name of the houfe upon his firft 
attendance on their fervice. This is ac- 
cordingly done ; and the fpeech, together 
with the chancellor of the Exchequers^ are 
printed by order of the houfe. The author 

Y 2 ^^ 
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of the Medky takes this fpeech to tafk the 
very next week after it is publifhed ; tell- 
ing us in the aforefaid paper, that the 
fpeakers commending Mr, Harley for being 
an inftrumcnt of great good to the nation, 
was ill-chofen flattery ; becaufe Mr. Harley 
had brought the nation under great diffidd- 
ties^ to fay no more. He fays, that when the 
speaker tells Mr. Harley, that providence 
hath wonderfully preferved him from fome 
unparallelled attempts (for that the Medley 
alludes to) be only revives afalfe andgrmnd- 
lefs calumny upon other men ; which is an 
inflance of impotent^ but inveterate malice 
that makes him [the fpeaker] fiill appear 
more vile and contemptible. TIus is an ex- 
trad from his jfirft paragraph. In the next 
this writer fays, that the fpeakers praying 
to God for the continuance of Mr. Harley's 
lifey as an invaluable blejfmg^ was afulfome 
piece of inflncerity, which expofes him tofhame 
and derijion ; becaufe he is hmwn to bear ill 
will to Mr. Harley, to have an extreme bad 
opinion of him, and to think him an ob- 
JiruEior ofthofefne meafures be would bring 
about. 

I now 



N«4i. THE EXAMINER. 325 

I now appeal to the whigs thcmfelves, . 
whether a great minifter of ftate in high 
favour with the Queen, and zfpeaker of 
the houfe of commons, were ever pubUckly 
treated after fo extraordinary a manner in 
the moil licentious times ? For this is not 
a clandeftine lii3el ilolen into the world, 
but openly printed and fold with the book- 
feller's name and place of abode at the 
bottom. And the juncture is admirably 
when Mr. Harley is generally believed 
upon the very point to be made an earl^ 
and promoted to the moft important Aa" 
ftion of the kingdom ; nay, the very marks 
of efteem he hath fo lately received from 
the whole reprefentativc body of the peo^ 
pie, are called ill chofen flattery, andaftd- 
fome piece of infincerity, expofing the donors 
to flmme and deriflon. 

Does this intrepid writer think he hath 
, fufficiently difguifed the matter by that 
Aale ai'tince of altering the ftory, and 
putting it as a fuppofed cafe. Did any 
man, who ever faw the congratulatory 
fpeech, read either of thofe paragraphs in 
the Medky without interpreting them juft 
as I liave done ? Will the author declaim 
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motive than that of confcience. I ]mxyw 
not whether I fhall have any aj^MStite to 
contmue this work much longer } if I do, 
perhaps fbine time may be {pent indipof- 
ii^ and overtumii^ the Jalfe ifaibnings 
CI thofe. who engage tl]ieir pqjs oii the 
bther fide, without lofing timeini^di^ 
eating myfelf againft ueur iburiliti^ 
mud) lefs in retordi^ them. p/thiiB fort 
there is a oertaip humble cQinpani<»i, a 
frauh nuutre des Zaw^«« *, * wno every 
moiith pubHfheth an extra^jfix^n votes, 
news-papers, fpeeches, and ppocbinations, 
larded with ibme infipid reniarks of his 
own 5 which he calls, *The political JIate of 
Great Britain* This ingenious piece, he 
tells us himfelf, is conftantly translated 
vAofrencbi and printed m..Hmand^ where 
the dtach no doubt conceive mod noble 
fentiments of us conveyed through fuch a 
vehicle. It is obfervable in his accoimt for 
April<^ that the vanity lb predominant in 
many of his nation hath made him more 
concerned for the honour of GutfcardyXHaan 
the fafety of Mr. Harley. And for fear we 

* Ox\9 Mtt M»ytP. 

fhould 
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fliould think the worfe of his country upon 
that ajfajftns account, he tells us there have 
been more murders, parricides, and vil- 
lanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine 
how an illiterate foreigner, who is neither 
mafter of our language, nor indeed of 
common fenfe ; and who is devoted to a 
faction, I fuppofe for no other reafon, but 
his having more whig cuftomcrs thian torieSy 
fliould take it into his head to write poli- 
tick trads of our affairs. But I prefume, 
he builds upon the foundation of having 
been called to an account for his infolence 
in one of his former monthly produdtions ; 
which is a method that felapm- fails of 
giving fome vogue to the fooliflieft com- 
pofjtion. If fuch a work muft be done, 1 
wifli fomc tolerable hand would undertake 
it ; and that we would not AjiFer a little 
whixf^rngfrenchman to neglect his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and 
prefume to inflrud foreigners in our p- 
liticks. 



\\\i\\.- 
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NUMBER XUl 
Tburfiky, May 24, 17 11. 

DeUBa nutjorum immerkus luei, 
Romanes amec templa refecerisy 
Atdefque hbefUes deorum ; — •' 

SEVERAL letteis have been lately 
fent me, defiling I WDuld nfidse hon- 
ourable mention of the pious defign of 
building fifty churches in.feveral paits of 
London and W^fmnftsr, where thiey' are 
moft wanted, occafioned by an addtds of 
the convocationto the Queen, and recom-* , 
mended by her majefy to the houfe of 
commons; who immediately promifed 
they would enable her to accmij^ijhfo eiccel- 
lent a defigpy and are now pr^jaring a bill 
accordingly; I thought to have deferred 
any notice of this important a^ur until 
the end of this iefllon; at which time I 
propoied to deliver a particular account 
of the great and ufefiil things already per- 
formed by this prefent parliament. But in 
compliance to thofe who give themfelves 
the trouble of adviiing me 5 and partly 
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convinced by the reafons they offer, I am 
content to beftow a paper upon a fubjedt 
that indeed fo well deferveth it. 

The clergy, and whoever elfe have a 
true concern for the conftitution of the 
church, cannot but be highly pleafed with 
one profpecSh in this new fcene of publick 
affairs. They may very well remember the 
time, when every feflion of parliament was 
like a cloud hanging over their heads ; and 
if it happened to pafs without burfting 
into fome ftorm up6n the church, we 
thanked God, and thought it an happy 
efcape until the next meeting ; upon which 
we refumed our fecret apprehenfions, al- 
though we were not allowed to believe 
any danger. Things are now altered, the 
parliament takes the neceffities of the 
church into confideration, receives the 
propofals of the clergy met in convocation, 
and amidft all the exigencies of a long ex- 
penjive wary and under theprejfure of heavy 
debtSy finds a fupply. for ereding fifty edi- 
fices for the fervice of God. And it appears 
by the addrefs of the commons to her 
majefty upon this occafion (wherein they 
difcovered a true fpirit of religion) that 
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applying the money gfasittd to acctm- 
flifi) fo excdlent a iefign^ would in dieir 
opinion be the moft efftidual waj of car- 
tying on the war; ' that it would (to v&t 
their own words) he a fheant of drmmig 
ihwn Ueffings on her' majeflys imderfaHngs^ 
as it addt to the fuimber of thfe flacesy 
ttibere the prayers of her deoout and faithful 
fuhjeBs will he daily offered up to God for 
the pro/feri^ of her gooermnitnt ist home^ 
and the fucufs of her arms' (Aroad,- 

I am (bmetimes hoping, ^ttw« are not 
naturally ib bad a pedp£ as we kave ap- 
peared, for ibme years paft. FaBien^ in 
order to fiipport itfelf, is generally f<MCcd 
to make uie of fuch abominable inftru- 
ments, that as l(Hig as it prevails, the ge- 
nius c^ a nation is over-prd]ed, and cannot 
appear to exert itfelf; but when -that is 
broken and flipprefled, when thiii^ return 
to the old courfe, mankind will nsiturally 
fall to a<9: from principles of reaibn and 
religion. The Romans, upon a great vi^ry 
or efcape from publick danger, frequently 
built a temple in honour of fome god, to 
whofe peculiar favour they imputed their 
fuccefs or delivery: and fometimes- the 
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general did the like, at his own expence^ to 
acquit himfelf of fome pious vow he had 
made. How little of any thing refembling 
this hath been done by us after all our 
vidories! And perhaps for that reafon 
among others they have tumed to fo litde 
account. But what could we expeft ? We 
adled all along as if we believed nothing 
of a God, or his providence ; and there- 
fore it was coniiftent to offer up our edi- 
fices only to thofe, whom we looked upon 
i& givers of all viSory ii^ his flead.* 

I have computed that fifty churches 

- may be built, by a medium, at fix thou- 
fand pounds for a church, which is fome- 
what under the price oS 2ifubje£fs palace y 
yet perhaps the care of above two hundred 
thoufand fouls, with the benefit of their 
prayers for the prolperity of their Queen 
and country, may be almoin put in the 
balance with the domeflick convenience, 
or even magnificence oi zny fubjeSi what- 
foevcr. 

Sir WilHatn Petty, who under the name 
of captain Graunty publifhed fome obfer^Ti- 

. tions upon the bills of mortality about five 
years after the reft^ratkn^ tells us the pa- 
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rifhes in Luuhn were even 'then £o une- 
qually divided, that ibme were two hun- 
dred times laigcr than others. Since that 
time the increaie of trade, the frequency 
of pariiaments, the defire of living in the 
metropolis, toeedier widi duut genius for 
building whi(£ began a^ ihcfa-e^ and 
hath ever fince continued, have prodigi- 
ouily enlarged this town on all £des, where 
it was capsu>le of increaie; and thdfe trads 
of land built into fbeets have generally 
continuedof the £une parifh they belonged 
to while they lay in fields; fb that the 
care of above thirty thou&nd fouls hath 
been fometimcs committed to oas mini- 
fler, whofe church would hardly contain 
the twentieth part of his flock: neither, 
I think, was any family in thofe parifhes 
obliged to pay above a groat a year to their 
fpiritual pailor. Some £w of thofe parifhes 
have been fince divided, in others were 
€re<fted chapels of eafe, where a preacher 
is maintained by general contribution. 
Such poor fliifls and expedients, to the 
infinite fhame and fcandal of fo vafl and 
flourifhing a city, have been thought fuf- 
ficient for the fervice of God and religion, 

2& 
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as if they were circumflances wholly in- 
different. 

This defed among other confequences 
of it hath made fchifm a fort of neceflary 
evil; there being at leaft three hundred 
thoufand inhabitants in this town whom 

. the churches would not be able to contain, 
if the people were ever fo well difpofed : 
and in a city not overftocked with zeal 
the only way to preferve any degree of 
religion, is to make all attendance upon 
the duties of it as eafy and cheap as pof- 
fible ; whereas, on the contrary, in the 
larger parifhes the prefs is fo great, and the 
pew-keepers tax fo exorbitant, that thofe 
who love to fave trouble and money, either 
ftay at home or retire to the coTvomtkles, 
I believe there are few examples, in any 
chriftian country, of fo great a negl.eA of 
religion ; and the diflenting teachers have 
made their advantage largely by '% /owing 
tares among the wheat while menjlept^ being 
much more expert at procuring contribu- 

. tions, which is a trade they are bred up 
in, than men of a liberal education. 

And to fay truth, the \^y pradtifed 
by feveral pariihes in and about mis town, 
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of maintainmg dieir clergy -by y^diiiititr^ 
fubfcripdons, is not only an indignity to 
the (Chaiadsr, but hath many pernicious 
confequences attending it; fudi a preca^ 
nous dependence fubjedii^ a der^maan^ 
who hath not more than ordinaiy fpirit 
and reiblution, to many inoonveniences, 
which are obvious to imagine; but thi» 
defed Hvill no doubt be remedied by the 
wifdom andpiety of the piefent parHftment ; 
and a tax Isud upon every hodfi in a pa^ 
rifh for the fupport of thdr paftor. Neidier 
indeed can it be conceived, why' a houfe 
whofe purchafe is not reckoned above one 
third Ids than land of the fame yearly rent^ 
fhould not pay a twentieth p^ annually 
(which is hsdf tythe) to the fupport of the 
minifter. One thing I could wim, that in 
fixing the maintenance to the feveral mini- 
ilers in thefe new intended paiifhes no 
determimte fum of money may be n^nedi 
which in all perpetuities ought by any 
means to be avoided, but rather a tax in 
proportion to the rent of each houfc, al- 
though it be but a twentieth, or even a 
thirtieth part. The contrary of this, I am 
told, was done in fcvtral parilhes of the 
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city after the fire^ where the incumbent 
and his fucceflbrs were to receive for ever 
a certain fum ; for example, one or two 
hundred pounds a year. But the lawgivers 
did not confider, that what we call at 
prefent one hundred pounds will not in 
procefs of time have the intrinfick value 
of twenty; as twenty pounds now are 
hardly equal to forty fhillings three hun- 
dred years ago. There are a thoufand in- 
ftances of this all over England m referved 
rents applied to hofpitals, in old chiefries, 
and even among the clergy themfelves, in 
thofe payments which, I think, they call a 
fnodus. 

As no prince had ever better difpofi- 
tions than her prefent jnajefty for the ad- 
vancement of true religion j fo there never 
was any age, that produced greater occa- 
fions to employ them on. It is an unfpeak- 
able misfortune, that any defign of fo ex- 
cellent a Queen fhould be checked by the 
neceflities of a long and ruinous war, 
which the folly or corruption of modern 
politicians have involved us in againft all the 
maxims, whereby our country flourifhed 
io many hundred years: elfe her majefty's 



338 THE EXAMINER. N«42. 

care of religion would certainly have 
reached even to her american plantations. 
Thofc noble countries flocked by numbers 
from hence, whereof too many are in no 
very great reputation for faith or morals, 
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until 
fome better care be taken for cultivating 
chrijlianity among them. If the governors 
of thofe feveral colonies were obliged at 
certain times to tranfinit an exaft repre- 
fentation of the ftate of religion in tndr 
feveral diftrids, and the le^Qature here 
would in a time of leifure take that affair 
under their coniidcration, it might be 
perfedlcd with little difficulty, and be a 
great addition to the glories of her maje- 
fty's reign. 

But, to wave further fptculations upon 
fo remote a fcenc, while we have fubjedls 
enough to employ them on at home : it is 
to be hoped the clergy will not let flip 
any proper opportunity of improving the 
pious difpolitions of the Queen and king- 
dom for the advantage of the church ; 
when, by the example of times pafl, they 
confider how rarely fuch conjundures arc 
like to happen. WJiat if fome method 
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were thought on towards repairing of 
churches ; for which there is like to be 
too frequent occafion ; thofe ancient gothick 
ftrudures throughout this kingdom going 
every year to decay. That expedient of 
repairing or rebuilding them by charitable 
coUedions feems in my opinion not very 
fuitable either to the dignity and ufeful- 
nefs of the work, or to the honour of our 
country ; iince it might be fo eafily done 
with very little charge to the publick in 
a much more decent and honourable man- 
ner, while parliaments are fo frequently 
called. But thefe and other regulations 
muft be left to a time of peace^ which I 
fhall humbly prefume to wifh may foon 
be our ftiare, however offenlive it may be 
to any, either abroad or at home, who are 
gainers by the war. 
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NUMBER XLIII. 
Thurfday, May 31, 171 1. 

Scilicet y ut pojfts curvo dignofcere reSium, 

HAVING been forced in my papers 
to ufe the cant-words of whig and 
toryy which have fo often varied their lig- 
ni£cations for twenty years paft; I think 
itneceflary tofay fbmethingof the feveial 
changes thoie two terms have undergone 
fince that period; and then to tell the 
reader what I have always iinderftood by 
each of them, fince I undertook this. work. 
I reckon that thefe forts of conceited ap- 
pellations are ufually invented by the vul- 
gar ; who, not troubling themlelves to 
examine thoroughly the merits of a caufe, 
are confequendy the moft violent partifans 
of what they efpoufe, and in their quar- 
rels ufually proceed to their beloved ar- 
gument of calling names^ until at length 
they light upon one which is fure to ftick : 
and in time each party grows proud of 
that appellation, which their adverfaries 
at firft intended for a reproach. Of this 
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kink were the Prafini and Fenetiy the 
Guelfs and Gibelines, Hugomts, aftd Papijisy 
Round-heads.^ and Cavaliers^ with many 
others of ancient and modern date. A- 
mong us of late there feems to have been 
a barrennefs of invention in this point; the 
words whig and tory^ although they be not 
much above thirty years old, having been 
prefled to the fervice of many fucceflions 
of parties with very different ideas fattened 
to them. This diftindion, I think, began 
towards the latter part of king Charles the 
fccond's reign, was dropt during that of 
his fucceflbr, and then revived at the re- 
volution ; fince which it hath perpetually 
flouriftied, although applied to very dif- 
ferent kinds of principles and perfons. In 
that convention of lords and commons, 
fome of both houfes were for a regency to 
the prince of Orange, with a refervation 
of ftyle and title to the abfent king, which 
fhould be rtiade ufe of in all publick adts : 
others, when they were brought to allow 
the throne vacant, thought the fucceffion 
fhould immediately go to the next heir, 
according to the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom, as if the lafl king were adually 

Z 3 $sKa^. 
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dead. And although the diflenting lords 
(in whofe houfe the chief oppofitjon was) 
did at laft yield both thofe points, took the 
oaths to the new king, and many of them 
employments; yet they were looked upon 
with an evil eye by the warm zealots of 
the other fide; neither did the court ever 
heartily favour any of them, although 
fome of them were of the moft eminent 
for abiUties and virtue, and ferved that 
prince both in his councils and his army 
with untainted faith. It was apprehended 
at the fame time, and perhaps it might 
have been true, that many of the clergy 
would have been better pleafed with the 
fcheme of a regency y or at lead an uninterr- 
ruptcd lineal fucceflion, for the fake of 
thofe whpfe confciences were truly fcru^ 
fulous ; and they thought there were fbme 
circumftances in the cafe of the deprived 
bifhops, that looked a little hard, or at 
Icaft deferved commiferation, 

Thefe and other the like refledlions 
did, as I conceive, revive the denomina- 
tions of 'whig and tory. 

Some time after the revolution the di- 
flinclion oi high and Icjd church came in, 

wliich 
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which was raifed by the diflenters in order 
to break the church party by dividing the 
members into high and low ; and the opi- 
nion raifed, that the high joined with the 
papijisy inclined the km to fall in with the 
dijfenters. 

And here I fhall take leave to produce 
fome principles, which in the feveral pe- 
riods of the late reign ferved to denote a 
man of one or t'other party. To be againft 
a {landing army in time of peace was all 
high-churchy tory, and tantivy ; to differ 
from a majority of bifhops was the fame. 
To raife the prerogative above law for 
ferving a turn, was hm-church and whig. 
The opinion of the majority in the houfe 
of commons, efpecially of the country 
party or landed intercft, 'wz&high-flying2xA 
rank tory. To exalt the king's fuprema- 
cy. beyond all precedent, was low-churchy 
whiggijh and moderate. To make the lead 
doubt of the pretended prince's being fup- 
pofititious and a tiler s fon, was in their 
phrafe top and top-gallant^ and perfeSi 
jacobitifm. To refume the moft exorbitant 
grants, that were ever given to a fett of 
profligate favourites, and apply them to 
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the publick, was the very quinteilJence of 
toryiftn'y notwithflanding thofe grants were 
known to be acquired by facrificing the 
honour and the wealth of England, 

In moft of thefe principles the two 
parties Teem to have fhifted opinions, iince 
their inllitution under king Charles the 
fecond; and indeed to have gone very 
different from what was expeded firom 
each, even at the time of the reooluiwn. 
But as to that concerning the pretender.y 
the whigs have fb far renounced it, that 
they are grown the great advocates for his 
legitimacy: which gives me the oppor- 
tunity of vindicating a noble duke, who 
was accufed of a blunder in the houfe, 
when upon a certain lord's mentioning the 
pretended prince^ his grace told the lords, 
he muji be plain with them, and call that 
perfon, not the pretended prince^ hut the 
pretended impojlor : which was fo far from 
a bhmdcr in that polite lord, as his ill- 
willcrs give out, that it was only a refined 
way of delivering the avowed fentiments 
of his whole party. 

But to return: this was the ftatc of 
principles, when the Queen came to the 

crown i 
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crown; fome time after which it pleafed 
certain great perfotis, who had been all 
their lives in the altitude citory profeffion, 
to enter into a treaty with the whigs^ from 
whom they could get better terms than 
from their old friends, who began to be 
refty, and would not allow monopolies of 
power and favour, nor confent to carry on 
the war intirely at the expence.of this na- 
tion, that they might have pcnfionsfrom 
abroad j while another people, more im*- 
mediately concerned in the war, traded 
with the enemy as in times of peace; 
whereas the other party, whofe cafe ap- 
peared then as defperate, was ready to 
yield to any c^iditions that would bring 
them into play. And I cannot help af^ 
firming, that this nation was made a Sa- 
crifice to the unmealurable appetite of 
power and wealth in a very few, that fhall 
be namelefs, who in every ftep they made 
a^ed diredly againfl what they had al- 
ways profefitd. And if his royal highneis 
the prince *■ had died fome years foaier, 
(who was a perpetual check in their career) 

* Prince George of Dtnmari, 
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it is dreadful to think how far they might 
have proceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the whigs 
appeareth rather to be linked to a certain 
fctt oi perfons^ than any certain fett of 
f>rinciples; fo that if I were to define a 
member of that party, I fhould fay, he was 
one who believed in the late minijlty. And 
therefore whatever I haveafHrmed oi whigs 
in any of thefe papers, or objedled againft 
them, ought to be underflood either of 
thofe who were partifaps of the late men 
in^power and privy to their defigns, or 
fuch who joined with them from a hatred 
to our monarchy and church, as unbe- 
lievers and dijfenters of all fizes ; or men 
in office, who had been guilty of much 
corruption and dreaded a change, which 
would not only put a flop to further ab- 
ufes for the future, but m^ht perhaps in- 
troduce examinations of what was pafl; 
or thofe who had been too highly obHged 
to quit their fupporters with any common 
decency; orlafUy, xht money-traders y who 
could never hope to make their markets 
fo well o^ premiums, and exorbitant inter- 

efl:, 
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€ft, and high remittances by any other ad- 
miniftration. ' 

Under thefe heads may be reduced the 
whole body of thofe, whom I have all a- 
long underftood for wiigs; for I do not 
include within this number any of thofe, 
who have been mifled by ignorance, or 
feduced by plaufible pretences, to think 
better of that fort of men than they de- 
ferve, and to apprehend mighty dangers 
from their difgrace ; becaufe, I believe the 
greateft part of fuch well-meaning people 
are now thoroughly converted. 

And indeed it muft be allowed, that 
the two fantaftick names oiwhig ^ndtory 
have at prefent very little relation to thoft; 
opinions, which were at firft thought to 
diftinguiQi them. Whoever formerly pro- 
feffed himfelf to approve the revolution^ 
to be againft the pretender, to juftify the 
fucceflion in the houfe of Hancrver^ to 
think, the britijh monarchy not abfolute, 
but. limited by laws which the executive 
power could not difpenfe with, and to 
allow an indulgence to fcrupulous con- 
fciences; fuch a man was content to be 
galled a whi^. On the other fide, whoever 
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afllrtcd the Queen's hereditary right, that 
the pcrfons of princes were facred,- their 
lawful authority not to be redded on any 
pretence ; nor even their uiurpations, with- 
out the moft extreme neceflity; that 
breaches in the fucceflion were highly 
dangerous ; that fchifm was a great evil 
both in itfelf and its confequences; that 
the ruin of the church would probably be 
attended with that of the ftate ; that no 
power fhould be trufted with thofe who 
are not of the cftablifhed religion, fuch a 
man was ufually called a tory. Now, al- 
though the opinions of both thefe are very 
confiftent, and I really think are main- 
tained at prefent by a great majority of 
the kingdom ; yet according as men ap- 
prehend the danger greater, either from 
the pretender and his party, or from the 
violence and cunning of other enemies to 
the conftitution, fo their common dif- 
courfcs and reafonings turn cither to the 
iirft or fecond fett ofthefe opinions I have 
mentioned, and they are confcqucntly 
ftyled either whigs or tories. Which is as if 
two brothers apprehended their houfe 
would be fct upon, but difagreed about 

tlic 
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the place from whence they thought the 
robbers would come, and therefore would 
go on different fides to defend it ; they 
muft needs weaken and expofe themfelves 
by fuch ixfeparation'i and fo did we, only 
our cafe was worfe; for in order to 'keep 
off a weak remote enemy ^ from whom we 
could not fuddenly apprehend any danger, 
we took a nearer and a Jironger one into 
the houfe, I make no comparifon at all 
between the two enemies; popery and 
Jlavery arc without doubt the greateft and 
moft dreadful of any ; but I may venture 
to affirm, that the fears of thefe have not, 
at leaft fince the revolution, been fo clofc 
and preffing upon us as that from amther 
faSiion \ excepting only one fhort period, 
when the. leaders of that very fadion in- 
vited the abdicating king to return ; of 
which I have formerly taken notice. 

Having thus declared, what fort of per- 
fons I have always meant under the de- 
nomination of mhigSy it will be eafy to 
fhew whom I underffand by tories. Such 
whofe principles in church and flatc are 
what I have above related \ whoie adions 
are derived from thence, and who haveao 
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attachment to any fett of mimfiers^ further 
than as they are friends to the conflitution 
in all its parts; but will Ao dieir utmoft 
to fave their prince and country, whoever 
be at the helm. 

By thefe defcriptions of whig and tory^ 
I am fenfible thofc names are given to fe- 
veral perfbns very undefervedly ; and that 
many a man is cdled by one or the other, 
who has not the leafl tide to the blame or 
praife I have beflowed on each of them 
throughout my papers. 

NUMBER XLIV. 
Thurfday, June 7, 171 1. 

Magna vis ejiy magnum mmen, unum et 
idem fentientis fenatus, 

WHOEVER calls to mind the cla- 
mour and the calumny, the artifi- 
cial fears and jealouiies, the fhameful mif- 
rcprcfcntation of perfons and of things, 
that were raifed and fpread by the leaders 
and inftriiments of a certain party ^ upon 
the change of the laft miniftiy and dif- 
h\\\ivon of parllatrvetvt •> if Ke be a true 
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lover of his country, muft feel a mighty 
plcafure, although mixed with fome in- 
dignation, to fee thc'wifhes, the conjec- 
tures, the endeavours of ati inveterate 
^(Etion intirely difappointed j and this im- 
portant period wholly fpent in rcftoring 
the prerogative of the prince, and liberty 
to»the fu^ed; in reforming pad abufes 
and preventing future, fupplying old defi- 
ciencies, providing for debts, rcftoring the 
clergy to their rights, and taking care of 
the neceflities of the church ; and all this 
unattended with any of thofe misfortunes 
which fome men hoped for, while they 
pretended x.o fear. 

For my own part I muft confefs, the 
difficulties appeared fo great to me from 
fuch a noifc and fhew of oppofition, that 
I thought nothing but the abfolute necef- 
fity of affairs could ever juftify fo daring 
an attempt. But a wife and good prince, 
at the head of an able miniftry, and of a 
fenatc freely chofen, all united to purfue 
the true intereft of their country, is a power, 
aeainft which the little inferior politicks 
of any fadlion will be able to make no 
long refiftance. To this we may add one 
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additional ftrength, which in the opinion 
of our advedaries is the greateft and jiifteft 
of any; I mean the vox populi^ io indif- 
putably declarative on the fame fide. lam 
apt to believe, when theie di(carded poli- 
ticians begin ferioufly to confider all this, 
they will think it proper to give out, and 
referve their wifdom for fome more con- 
venient jundure. 

It is pleafant enough to obferve, that 
thofe who were the' chief inftruments of 
raiiing the noife, who ftarted fears, be- 
fpoke dangers, and formed ominous pro- 
gnofticks, in order to fcare the allies^ to 
Ipirit thQfre?ichy and fright ignorant peo- 
ple at home, made ufe of thofe very opi- 
nions themfelves had broached, for argu- 
ments to prove, that the change oi mini- 
fters was dangerous and unfeafonable. But 
if a houfe hejivepty the more occafion there 
is for fuch a work, the more dufi it will 
raife; if it be going to rum^ the repairs, 
however neceilary, will make a noife, and 
dijiurb the neighbourhood a while. And as 
to the rejoicings made in France, if it be 
true that they had any, upon the news of 
thofe alterations among us; their joy was 
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grounded upon the fame hopes with that 
of the whigs^ who comforted themfelves, 
that the change of miniftry and parlia- 
ment would infellibly put us all into con- 
fufion, increafe our divifions, and deftroy 
our credit, wherein I fuppofe by this time 
they are equally undeceived. 

But this long feflion being in a man-^ 
ner ended, which feveral circumftnnces 
and one accident altogether unforefeen, 
have drawn out beyond the ufual time; 
it may be fome fmall piece of juftice to 
fo excellent an aflembly barely to men- 
tion a few of thofe great things they have 
done for the fervice of their Queen and 
country, which I fhall take notice of juft 
as they come to my memory. 

The credit of the nation began mightily 
to fuffer by a difcount upon Exchequer 
bills, which have been generally reckoned 
the fureft and moft facred of all fecurities. 
The prefent lord treafurer^ then a member 
t>f the houfe of. commons, propofed a me- 
thod, which was immediately complied 
with, of raifmg them to a par with/pecie ; 
and fo they have ever fince continued. 

A a The 
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, The brhipi colonies of Nevh and St, 
Chrijiophers had been miferably plundered 
by the french^ their houfes burnt, their 
plantations deftroyed, and many of the in- 
habitants carried away prifoners ; they had 
often for fome years paft applied in vain 
for relief from hence; until the prefent 
parliament, confidering their condition as 
a cafe of juftice and mercy, voted them 
one hundred thoufand pounds by way of 
recompence in fome manner for their fiif- 
ferings. 

Some perfons, whom the voice of the 
nation authorizeth me to call her enemies^ 
taking advantage of the general naturali- 
zation ad, had invited over a great num- 
ber of foreigners of all religions under the 
name oi palatines^ who underftood no trade 
or handicraft, yet rather chofe to beg than 
labour ; who, befides infefting our ftreets, 
bred contagious difeafcs, by which we loft 
in natives thrice the number of what we 
gained m foreigners. I'lie houfc of com- 
mons, as a remedy againft this evil, brought 
in a bill for repealing that ad: of general 
naturalization ; which to the furprize of 
jnoft people was rcjcded by the lords. 
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And upon this occafion I muft allow 
myfelf to have been juftly rebuked by one 
of my weekly moniters for pretending, in 
a former paper, to hope that law would 
be repealed ; wherein the commons being 
difappointed, took care however to fend 
many of the palatines away y and to repre- 
fent their being invited over as a pernicious 
counfeL 

The qualijlcatm--billy incapacitating all 
men to ferve in parliament, who have not 
fome eftate in land either in poflefllon or 
certain reverfion, is perhaps the greateft 
fecurity that ever was contrived for pre- 
ferving the conftitution, which otherwife 
might in a little time lie wholly at the 
mercy of the monkd intereft. And {ince 
much the greateft part of the taxes is paid 
cither immediately from land or from its 
produdions, it is but common juftice, that 
thofc, who are the proprietors, ftiould ap- 
point what portion of it ought to go to 
the fupport of the publick ; otherwife the 
engroflers of money would be apt to lay 
heavy loads on others, which themfclves 
never touch with one of their fingers. 

A a 2 The 
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London and Wejlminfter with a fund ap- 
propriated for that pious and noble work, 
But while I am mentioning adts of piety^ 
it would be unjuft to conceal my lord high 
treafurers concern for religion, which hath 
extended even to another kingdom: his 
lordfliip having fome months ago obtained 
of her majefty the firft fruits and tenths to 
the clergy of Ireland^ as he is known to 
have before done to that reverend body 
here*; 

The aft for carrying on a trade to the 
South-fea^ propofed by the fame great per- 
fon, whofe thoughts are perpetually em- 
ployed, and ever with fuccefs, on the good 
of his country, will in all probability, if 
duly executed, be of mighty advantage to 
the kingdom, and an everlafting honour 
to the prefent parliament. 

I might go on further, and mention that 
feafonable lawagainfl exceflive gaming; 
the putting a ftop to that fcandalous fraud 
of falfe mufters in the guards; the diligent 
and effeftual enquiry made by the coni- 
mons into fcvcral grofs abufcs. I might 

♦ Sec the author's letters to archbifliop H^ing. 
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produce many inflancw of their impartial 
jiifticc in deciding controverted elcdions 
nfiflind former example^ and great provo- 
cations to retaliate. I might fhcw their 
chearful readinefs in granting fuch vaft 
Aipplics; their great imanimity, not to b;- 
broken by all the arts of a malicious atid 
cunning faction; their unfeigned duty to 
the Q^ufcRN; and Liftly, that rcprefenta 
tion made to her majefly from tne houfe 
of commons, difcovering fuch a fpiritand 
difpofjiion in that noble aflcmbly to rc- 
drcf'i all \\\()k evils, which a long male- 
adnnniflration \vm\ brought upon U8- 

It is prr>I)al)l(', tbat tnifling only to my 
nK'inr)fy I may Iiavc omitted many things 
(»r y\v'M importance; n( itber do J pretend 
liiiilier in tlje (ompais i)\ \\m paper, than 
lo pive the woild fome gcFjcral, however 
imperlect, idea liow worthily this great 
afltinbly liatli dileliaiy^edllie Iruftof tliofe, 
who (i) heely < lio(c: ijiem ; and what we 
may reafonahly hope and eAjiet^.l from the 
|)iely, eourajn*, wildcmi, and loyalty of 
fuch excellent patriots in a time fo fruit- 
fid ol oceafions to exert, the greateft abi- 
lities, 

^wd 
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And now I conceive the main idefign 
1 had in writing thefe papers is fiilly exe> 
cuted. A great majority of the nation is 
at length thoroughly convinced, tliat the 
Queen proceeded with the higheft wif- 
dom in changing her miniflry and parlia- 
ment ; that under a former adminiftra- 
tion the greateft abufes of all kinds were 
committed, and the moft dangerous at- 
tempts againft the conftitution for fome 
-time intended. The whole kingdom finds 
the prefent perfons in power direcftly and 
openly purfuing the true fervice or their 
Queen and country ; and to be fuch, 
whom their mofl bitter enemies cannot 
tax with bribery, covetou&efs, ambition, 
pride, infolence, or any pernicious prin- 
ciples in religion or government. 

For my own particular, thofe little 
barking curs, which have fo conftantly 
purfued me, I take to be of no further 
confequence to what I have written, than 
the fcoffing flaves of old, placed behind 
the chariot to put the general in mind of 
his mortality; which was but a thing of 
form,, and made no ftop or difturbance in 
the ihow. However, if thofe perpetual 
A a 4. Vwx^^vsk 



fharlen againft me had the (amedefign, 1 
muft own they have cficAually oompaf^ 
it ; fince nothing can weU be moremartify-* 
ing than to refled^ that I am of the iaine 
{pedes with creatures capable of uttering 
K> much fcurrility^ dukiefs, ^lihood, and 
imperdnence^ to the fcandal and diigrace 
of human nature *. 



• At N"" 13 was the fifft «f chde papen writcea hy Xk. 
Swi/ij N^ 44 was die laft. Six more have been printed ia 
the M/b Edttioo, which k a proof among manjr others^ dia< 
He was not the Editor. In a Letter of his to SuUa^ dated 
Jumn^ 171I9 the day on which ^ Bxamner'H^ j^ymM 
pabliined, there is the following paragraph: <* As for die 
^^ Examiner^ I have heard a whifper, that after that of this day^ 
*^ which tells what this parliament has done, you will hardly find 
*^ them fo good; I propheiy they will be trafh for the future^ 
** and methinks in this day's Examimrthc Author talks doubt- 
** folly, as if he would write no more, fo that if they go on, 
^ they may probably be by fome other hand ; which in my 
** opinion isathouiand pities; but who can help it? Obferve 
<< whether the chaise be difcovered in DuUtu; only for your 
«< own curiofity." In afubfcqucnt J^etter, dated yfugk^, 24* 
he fays, ** the Examner has been down this Month, and 
^ was very filly the five or fix laft papers." 
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ABOUT the year, when her late ma- 
jefty of blefled memory thought 
proper to change her miniftry, and brought 
in Mr. Harley^ Mr. St, John, Sir Simon 
Harcourf, and fonie others; the firft of 
thcfe being made an earl and lord trea- 
furer, he was foon after blamed by his 
friends for not making a general fweep 
of all the whigs, as the latter did of their 
adverfaries upon her majefty's death, 
when they came into power. At that 
time a great number of parliament men, 
amounting to above two hundred, grew 
fo warm upon the flownefs of the trea- 
furcr in this part, that they formed them- 
fclves into a body under the name of the 
OSiober Club, and had many meetings to 
confult upon fome methods, that might 
fpiir on thofe in power, fo that they might 
make a quicker difpatch in removing all 
of the whig leaven from the employments 
they ftill poffefled. To prevent the ill 
confcquences of this difcontent among fo 
many worthy members, the reft of the 

E e miniftry 



o:-t-ir^ rr.tz. 






. ^ .-^ 






L ^. i.>lV,'> 



THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 419 

friends would approve of, and he would 
be ready to accept their recommendations. 
Thus the earl proceeded in procuring em- 
ployments for thofe, who deferved them 
by their honefty and abiHties to execute 
them; which I confefs to have been a 
fingularity not very Hkely to be imitated. 
However the gentlemen of this club ftill 
continued uneafy that no quicker progrefs 
was made in removals, until thofe who 
were leaft violent began to foften a , little, 
or by dividing them the whole affair 
dropped. During this difficulty we have 
been aflured, that the following difcourfc 
was very feafonably publiflied with great 
fuccefs, fhewing the difficulties that the 
carl of Oxford lay under, and his real de- 
fire, that all perfons in employment fhould 
be true loyal churchmen, zealous for her 
majefty's honour and fafety, as well as for 
the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, if 
the queen fliould happen to die without 
iffiie. This difcourfe having been pub- 
liflied about the year 171 1, and many of 
the fads forgotten, would not have been 
generally underftood without fome expla- 

E e 2 nation. 
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nation, which we have now endeavoured 
to give, becauie it feems a point of hifloiy 
too material to be loft. We owe this piece 
of intelligence to an intimate of the fup* 
pofcd author. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

SINCE the firft inftitution of your 
focicty, I have always thought you 
capable of the greateft things. Such a 
number of perfons, members of parlia- 
ment, true lovers of our conftitution in 
church and ftate, meeting at certain times, 
and mixing bufinefs and converfation to- 
gether vt^ithout the forms and conftraint 
neceflary to be obferved in publick affem- 
blies, muft very much improve each others 
underftanding, corred and fix your judg- 
ment, and prepare yourfelvcs againft any 
defigns of the oppofite party. Upon the 
opening of this fcfTion an incident hath 
happened, to provide againft the confe- 
quenccs whereof will require your utmoft 
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vigilance and application. All this lad 
fummer the enemy was working under 
ground, and laying their train ; they gra- 
dually became more frequent and bold in 
their pamphlets and papers, while thofe 
on our iide were dropped, as if we had no 
farther occafion for them. Some time be- 
fore an opportunity fell into their hands, 
which they have cultivated ever fince; 
and thereby have endeavoured in fome 
fort to turn thofe arts againfl us, which 
had been fo effedually employed to their 
ruin : a plain dcmonftration of their fupe- 
rior fkill at intrigue ; to make a ftratagem 
fucceed a fecond time, and this even a- 
gainft thofe who firft tried it upon them. 
I know not whether this opportunity I 
have mentioned could have been prevented 
by any care without ftraining a very te?i-- 
der pointy which thofe chiefly concerned 
avoided by all means, becaufe it might 
feem a counterpart of what they had fo 
much condemned in their predecellbrs ; 
although it is certain the two cafes were 
widely different ; and if policy had once 
got the better of good nature, all had been 
fafe, for there was no other danger ia 
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view t but the confequences of this were 
fbrefeen from the beginning ; and thofe 
who hpt the watch had early warning of 
it. It would have been a mafter-piece of 
prudence in this cafe to have made a 
friend of an enemy. But whether that were 
pofTible to be compafTed, or whether it 
were ever attempted, is now too late to 
enquire. All accommodation was render- 
ed defpcrate by an unlucky proceeding 
fome months ago at Windfor^ which was 
a declaration of war too frank and gene- 
rous for that fituation of affairs; and I am 
told, was not approved by a certain great 
minifter. It was obvious to fuppofe, that 
in a particular, where the honour and in- 
tcreft of a hujband were fo clofcly united 
with thofe of a wife^ he might be fure of 
her utmoft endeavours for his protedion, 
although fhc neither loved nor eftcemed 
him. The danger of lofing power, favour, 
profit, and a fhelter from domejiick tyran- 
ny, were flrong incitements to ftir up a 
working brain earfy pradifed in all the 
arts of intriguing. Neither is it fafe to 
count upon the wcaknefs of any man's 
iinderftanding, who is thoroughly poflefTed 
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with the fpirit of revenge to fliarpen his 
invention : nothing elfe is required bcfides 
obfequimfnefs and ajftduiiy ; v/hich, as they 
are often the talents of thofe who have no 
better, fo they are apt to make impreflions 
upon the beji and greatejl minds. 

It was no fmall advantage to the defign- 
ing party^ that (Ince the adventure at 
Windfor the ferfon on whom we fo much 
depend was long abfent by ficknefs ; which 
hindered him from purfuing thofe mea- 
fures, that miniftcrs are in prudence forced 
to take to defend their country and them- 
felves againft an irritated fadion. The ne- 
gotiators on the other fide improved this 
favourable conjundure to the utmoft; 
and by an unparallcUed boldnefs, accom- 
panied with many falfhoods, perfuaded 
certain lords (who were already in the 
fame principle, but were afraid of making 
a wrong ftep, left it fhould lead them out 
of their coaches i?ito the dirt) that voting 
in appearance againft the court would be 
the fafcft courfe to avoid the danger they 
moft apprehended, which was that of lof- 
ing their pcnfions; and their opinions, 
when produced, would by feemingly con- 
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tradiding their intcreft have an appear- 
ance of virtue into the bargain. This with 
fome arguments of more immediate pvwer 
went far in producing that ftrange unex- 
peded turn wc have fo lately feen, and 
from which our adverfaries reckoned upoa 
fuch wonderful effedls ; and fome of them, 
particularly my lord chief juftice, began 
to a6t as if all were already in their power. 
But although the more immediate caufes 
of this defertion were what I have above 
related, yet I am apt to think, it would 
hardly have been attempted, or at leaft 
not have fucceeded, but for a prevailing 
opinion, that the church party and the 
minifters had different views, or at leaft 
were not fo firmly united as they ought 
to have been. It was commonly laid, and 
I fuppofe not without fome ground of 
truth, that many gentlemen of your club 
were difcontentcd to find fo little dom; 
that they thought it looked as if people 
were not inearnejl\ that they expedcd to 
fee a thorough change with refped to em- 
ployments; and although every man could 
not be provided for, yet when all places 
were filled with perfons of good princi5les^ 
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there would be fewer complaints and Icfs 
danger from the other party; that this 
change was hoped for all laft flimmer, and 
even to the opening of the feflion, yet 
nothing done. On the other hand, it was 
urged by fome in favour of the miniftry, 
that it was impofliblc to find employments 
for onQ pretender in twenty ; and therefore 
in gratifying one nineteen would be dif- 
obliged ; but while all had leave to hope, 
they would all endeavour to dcfcrve : but 
this again was efteemed a very fhallow 
policy, which was too eafily fecn through, 
muft foon come to an end, and would 
cau(c a general difcontcnt; with twenty 
other objcdions to which it was liable : 
and indeed, coniidering the fhort life of 
miniftcrs in our climate, it was wifh (omo 
reafon thought a little hard, that thofc for 
whom any employment was intended, 
fhould by fuch a delay Ik: probably de- 
prived of half their benefit ; not to men- 
tion, tliat a miniftry is bcft confirmed, 
when all inferior officers are in its intereft. 
I have fet this caufe of complaint in the 
ftrongeft light, although my defign is to 
endeavour that it fhould have no manner 
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of weight with you, as I am confident our 
adverfaries counted upon, and do ftill ex- 
ped to find mighty advantages by it. 

But it is neceflary to fay fomething to 
;his objedion, which in all appearance lieth 
fo hard upon the prefent miniftry. Wliat 
fhall I ofFcr upon fo tender a point ? How 
ihall I convey an anfwer that none will 
apprehend, except thofe for whom I in- 
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition 
of great minifters upon feveral accounts ; 
but never fo much upon any, as when 
their duty obliges them to bear the blame 
and envy of adions, for which they will 
not be anfwerable in the next world, al- 
though they dare not convince the pre- 
fent, until it is too late. This letter is fent 
you, gentlemen^ from no mean hand, nor 
from a perfon uninformed, although for 
the reft as little concerned in point of in- 
tereft for any change of miniftry, as moft 
others of his fellow-fubjeds. I may there- 
fore aflume fo much to myfelf, as to defire 
you will depend upon it, that a fhort time 
will make manifeft, how little the defed 
you complain of ought to lie at that door, 
where your enemies would be glad to fee 
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you place it. The wifeft man, who is not 
very near the fpring of affairs, but views 
them only in their iflues and events, will 
be apt to fix applaufes and reproaches in 
the wrong place ; which is the true caufe 
of a weaknefs, that I never yet knew great 
minifters without ; I mean their being deaf 
to all advice : for if a perfon of the beft 
underftanding offers his opinion in a point, 
where he is not matter of all the circum- 
ftances, (which perhaps are not to be told) 
it is a hundred to one but he runs into an 
abfurdity : from whence it is, that mini- 
fters fallly conclude themfelves to be e- 
qually wifer than others in general things, 
where the common reafon of mankind 
ought to be the judge, and is probably 
lefs byafled than theirs. I have known a 
a great man of excellent parts blindly 
purfue a point of no importance, againft 
the advice of every friend he had, until it 
ended in his ruin. I have feen great abili- 
ties rendered utterly ufelefs by unaccount- 
able and unneceflary delay, and by diffi- 
culty of accefs, by which a thoufand op- 
portunities are fuffcred to efcape. I have 
obfcrved the Jirongeji Jhoulders to fink un- 
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der too great a load of bufincfs, for want , 
of dividing a due proportion among others. 
Thefe and more that might be named, 
are obvious failings, which every rational 
man may be allowed to difcern, as well as 
lament ; and wherein the wifeft minifter 
may receive advice from others of inferior 
imderftanding. But in thofe adions where 
we are not thoroughly informed of all the 
motives and circumftances, it is hardly 
poflible, that our judgment fliould not be 
miftaken. I have often been one of the 
company, where we have all blamed a 
meafure taken, which hath afterwards 
proved the only one that could poflibly 
nave fucceeded. Nay, I have known thofe 
very men, who have formerly been in the 
fecret of affairs, when a new lett of people 
hath come in, offering their refinements 
and conjectures in a very plaufible man- 
ner upon what was pafling, and widely 
err in all they advanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given 
for complaints, that enough hath not been 
done^ thofe complaints fhould not be car- 
ried fo far as to make w^ forget what hath 
keen done^ which at firft was a great deal 
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there is good reafon to hope from the 
vigorous proceedings of the court, that 
thefe impediments will in a (hort time ef- 
fedually be removed : and one great mo- 
tive to haften the removal of them will 
doubdefs be the refledion upon thofe dan- 
gerous confequcnces, which had like to 
have enfued upon not removing them be- 
fore. Befides, after fo plain and formida- 
ble a conviaion that mild and moderate 
methods meet with no other reception or 
return, than to fervc as opportunities to 
the infatiable malice of an enemy ; power 
will awake to vindicate itfelf, and dif- 
arm its oppofers, at Icaft of all offenfive 
weapms. 

Consider if you pleafe, how hard befet 
the prefcnt miniilry hath been on every 
fide : by the impoflibility of carrying on 
the war any longer without taking the 
moft defperate courfes ; or of recovering 
Spain from the houfc oiBourbony although 
wc could continue it many years longer : 
by the clamours of a fadtion againft any 
peace without that condition, which the 
moft knowing among themfelves allowed 
to be impracticable? by the fecret cabals 
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of foreign minifters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our people, and fpirited up a 
linking faction to blaft all our endeavours 
for jieace with thofe popular reproaches 
oi Frafice and the pretender", not to men- 
tion the danger they have been in from 
private injinuatiom cf Jucb a nature as it 
was almoft impoiliblc to fence againft. 
Thefe clouds now begin to blow over, and 
thofe who are at the helm will have leifure 
to look about them, and complete what 
yet remains to be done. 

That confederate body, which now 
makes up the advcrfc party, confifteth of 
an union fo monftrous and unnatural, that 
in a little time it mull of neceility fall to 
pieces. The dijfenters with realbn think 
thcmfelves betrayed and fold by their <^r^- 
thren. What they have been told, that the 
prefent bill againft occajional conformity was 
to prevent a greater evil, is an excufe too 
grofs to pafs; and if any other profound 
refinement were meant, it is now come to 
nothing. The remaining fedions of the 
party have no other tie, but that of an 
inveterate hatred and rancour againft thofe 
ill power, without agreeing in any other 

cQiumon 
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common intereft, not cemented by prin- 
ciple or perfonal friendfhip : I fpeak par- 
ticularly of their leaders ; and although 
I know that court enmities are as incon- 
ftant as its friendfhips, yet from the dif- 
ference of temper and principle, as well as 
the fears remaining of former animofities, 
I am perfuaded their league will not be of 
Jong continuance : I know feveral of them, . 
who will never pardon thofe with whom 
they are now in confederacy; and when, 
once they fee the prefent miniftry thorough- 
ly fixed, th^ will grow weary of hunting 
upon a cold /cent, or playing a defperate 
game, and crunible away. 

On the other fide, while the malice of 
that party continues in vigour, while they 
yet feel the bruifes of their fall, which 
pain them afrefh fince their late difappoint- 
menty they will leave no arts untried to 
recover themfelves; and it behoves all, 
who have any regard for the fafety of the 
Queen or her kingdom, to join unani- 
ipoufly againft an adverfary, who will re- 
turn full fraught with vengeance upon the 
firft opportunity that fhall offer : and this 
perhaps is more to be regarded, becaufe 
that party fccm yet to ha.vft ^ i^fes^^ ^*L 
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hope in xhsfame quarter frotn whence their 
lafi reinforcement came. Neither can any 
thing cultivate this hope of theirs fo much 
as a difagreemjent among ourfelvcs foundr 
cd upon a jealoufy of the miniftry, who 
I think need no better a teftimony of their 
good intentions, tlian the inceflant rage 
of the party-leaders, a^in!^ them. 
, There is one fault which both fides are 
^t to charge upon themfclves, and very 
generoufly commend their adverfaries for 
the contrary virtue. The tories acknow- 
ledge, that the whigs out-did them in re- 
warding their friends, and adhering to each 
other : the whigs allow the fame to the to- 
ries. I am apt to think, that the former 
may a little excel the latter in this point; 
for doiibtlefs the tories are lefs vindictive of 
-the two ; and whoever is remifs mpunij/j- 
ingy will probably be fo in rewarding ; air 
though at the fame time I well remember 
the clamours often raifcd during the reign 
of that party againft the leaders, by thofe 
-who thought their merits were not re- 
warded ; and they had reafon on their lide, 
becaufe it is no doubt a misfortune to for- 
.feit honour and confcience for nothing : but 
fiirdy the cafe is \c\:^ d\fc<:v\t at this 
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time, when whoever adheres to the admi-i 
niftration, doth fervice to God, his prince, . 
and his country, as well as contributes to- 
his own private intereft and fafety. 

But if the whig leaders were more grate- 
ful.in rewarding their friends, it muft bc> 
avowed like wife, that the bulk of them^ 
was in general more zealous for the fervice : 
of their party, even when abftraded from- 
any private advantage, as might be ob-; 
ferved in a thoufand inftances ; for which. 
J would likewife commend them, if it. 
were hot natural for mankind to be more- 
vioknt in an ill caufe than a good one. 
. The perpetual difcord offadions, with, 
feveral changes of late years in the very na-: 
ture of our government, have controlled 
many maxims among us. The cwrt and 
country parfy^ which ufed to be the old 
divifion, feems now to be ceafed, or fuf-. 
pcnded for better times and worfe princes^ 
The Queen and miniftry are at this time 
fully in the true intereft of the kingdom; 
and therefore the court and country are of 
a fide; and X^twhigSy who originally were 
of the latter, are now of neither, but an 
Independent fadion, nurfcd up by the ne- 
ceffifies ox miftahsQ>i.2.\iSit ^ood^ a\tW^ 

Y i '2. '^'^"*'~ 
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tmex'perKnced prince. Court and country 
ou^t therefore to join their forces againft 
liicfe common enemies, until they are en- 
tirely difperfed and diiabled. It is enough 
to arm ourfelves againft them, when we 
confider that the greateft misfortunes which 
can befall the nation, are what would moft 
aniwer their inter eft and thdx wijhes ^ a 
perpetual war increafes their money, breaks 
and beggars ^€v[ landed enemies. The ruin 
of the dburch would pleafe the dijfentersy 
deijlsy and fociniansy whereof the body of 
their party confifts. A commowwealth, or a 
froteSiory would gratify the republican prin- 
ciples of fome, and the ambition of others 
among them. 

I would infer from hence, that no dif- 
contents of an inferior nature, fuch I mean 
as I have already mentioned, fliould be 
carried fo far as to give any ill impreffion 
of the prefent miniftry. If all things have 
not been hitherto done as you, gentlemeny 
could reafonably wifli, it can be imputed 
only to the fecret inflruments of that fac- 
tion. The truth of this hath appeared from 
jfome late inciderits more viiibly than for- 
merly. Neither do I believe that any one 
w'Al ntm make a douVst^ vjWxJnex^certam 
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perfon be in earmfiy after the united and 
avowed endeavours of a whole party to 
ftrike diredly at his head. 

When it happens by fome private crofs 
intrigues, that a great man hath not the 
power which is thought due to his ftation, 
he will however probably defire the repu- 
tation of it, without which he neither cdn 
preferve thedignity^ nor hardly go through 
the cemmon bufinefs of his place; yet is 
it that reputation to which he owes all the 
envy and hatred of others, as well as his 
own difquiets. Mean time his expecting 
friends impute all their difappointments to 
fome deep defign, or to his defe£t of good 
will ; and his enemies are fure to cry up 
his excefs of power, efpecially in thofe 
points where they are confident it is moft 
Shortened. A minifter in this difficult cafe 
is fometimes forced to preferve his credit 
by forbearing what is in his power, for fear 
of difcovering how far the limits extend of 
what is w/; or perhaps for fear of fhewin ^ 
an inclination contrary to that of his ma- 
tter. Yet all this while he lies under the 
reproach of delay, unjieddinefs, or want of 
ftncerity. So that there are many incon- 
iTiji^iicesaqd dangers e\t\i« v^^^v^N^ixsssS:^ 
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or concealing the want of power. Neither 
is it hard to conceive, that minifters may- 
happen to fiiffcr for xhtfins of their prede- 
cejorsy who by tlicir great abufes and mo- 
nopolies of power and favour have taught 
princes to be more thrifty for the future 
in the diflribution of both. And as in 
common life, whoever hath been long 
confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eaiily endure the very appearance 
of reftraint, even from thofe who have 
been the inftruments of fetting him free; 
fo it is with the recovery of power, which 
is ufually attended with an undiftinguifh- 
ed jcaloufy, left itfliould be again invaded. 
In fuch ajunfturc I cannot difcovcr, why 
a wife and honcft man fhould venture to 
place himfclf at the head of afFairs upon 
any other regard than the lafcty of his. 
country, and the advice oi Socrates j to pre- 
vent an ill man from coming in. 

Upon the whole, I do not fee any one 
ground of fufpicion or diflike, which you, 
gentlemen, or others, who wifli well to their 
country, may have entertained about per* 
fons or proceedings, but wliat may pro- 
bably be mifapprehended even by tho/e, 
who tiiiok they have xVv^V><i^ \i\'io\\xv3XY3tv. 
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Nay, I will venture to go one ftep farther^ 
by adding, that although it may not be 
prudent to fpeak out upon this occafion J 
yet whoever will reafon impartially upon 
the whole ftate of affairs, muft entirely ac- 
quit theminiftry of that delay and neutra- 
lity, which have been laid to their charge* 
Or fuppofe fome fmall part of this accu- 
fation were true, (which I pofitively know 
to be otherwife, whereof the world will 
loon be convinced) yet the conlequences 
of any refcntment at this time muft either 
be none at all, or the moft fatal that can 
be imagined; for if the prefent miniftry be 
made fo uneafy, that a change be thought 
ncceflary, things will return of courfe into 
the old hands of thofe, whofe little fingers 
ivill be found heavier than their predecejfors 
loins. The whig faEiion is fo dextrous att 
corrupting, and the people fo fufceptible 
of it, that you cannot be ignorant how 
eafy it will be after fuch a turn of affairs 
upon a new eledion to procure a majo- 
rity againft you. They will refume their 
power with a fpirit like that of Marius or 
Sylhy or the laft triumvirate ; and thofe 
minifters, who have been moft cenllired 
for too much hefitatiou, V'^ i-aJ^. "^^ ^wf^s.. 
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lacrifices to their vengeance : but thefe are 
the fmalleft mirchiefs to be apprehended 
from fuch returning exiles. What fecurity 
can a prince hope for his perfon, or his 
crown, or even for the monarchy itfelf? 
he muft expc£t to fee his beft friends 
brought to the fcaffold for ajferting his 
rights y to fee his prerogative trampled on, 
and his treafure applied to feed the avarice 
of thofe^ who make thetnf elves his keeper s\ to 
hear himfelf treated with infolence and 
contempt ; to have his family purged at 
pleafure by their humour and malice ; and 
to retain even the name and fhadow of a 
king no longer than his cphori fhall think 
fit. 

Thcfc are the inevitable confequcnces 
of fuch a change of affairs, as that en- 
venomed party is now projeding ; which 
will beft be prevented by your firmly ad- 
hering to the prefent miniftry, until this 
domejlick enemy is out of all poflibility of 
making head any more. 
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